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ſurdity in Opinion, and Im- 
morality in Practice, is the 


Tyrant CUSTOM : It furniſhes 
Mens Heads with falſe No- 
tions, and influences their Lives with evil 
Practices; it impoſes both upon their Un: 
derſtanding and Will, and leads them out 
of the Way of Truth and Vertue. But it 
| has ſtill a greater and more prevailing 
Influence. upon their Acłiont than upon 
their Sentiments, and their Lives ſuffer 
| more by it than their Opinions \, for there 
are more Examples of Ill-· living than 5 
Rs a 
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Mthinking; and there are far more 

"Temptations in the World to Vice than 
to Error; becauſe, in our Opinions, we 
generally adbere to Antiquity whereas, in 


our Adions, we tale a quite contrary 


AS, and are apt to follow the Way 


of the vain World, and comply with the 
Faſhion and Age wherein we live. And 
truly, this is the greateſt Miſchief that 


Authority or Cuſtom can entail or derive 
upon the Minds of Men. If it did only 


put a Bar to the Increaſe of our Know- 
ledge, this would be @ more tolerable Evil; 
(Knowledge, at beſt, being ſo inconſider- 
able, that it is ſcarce worth while to be 
concern d about the Impediments of it) but 


fince Cuſtom and Example is an Enemy to 


Righteouſneſs as well as to Truth, ſince 
it debauches Mens Morals as well as their 
Underſiandings, it's a-meet Object of every 
wiſe Man's Cenſure and Condemnation, 
and might well make the Great Apoſile; 
St. Paul, admoniſh the Romans, (and in 
them, all that prafeſs Chriſtianity in Truth 
and in Deed.) not to be conform'd: to this 


World, Rom. xii. 2. and this, upon 4 
| Suppoſtion,” that the Generality of Man- 


kind are very wicked, that Sin hath ny 
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| attended'; venture to 
8 tore” to 


there is pe Pep a. 88 a. 
De from the * oo © \ * | 


This World is | hh ö 7 10 


vaſt Stage or Theatre, but Thing: i 95 


are done upon this Step e, are Te CON 


% of Genies, fis, and Bloody 


dom many Commotions are there i 9 0 
| vn 


World, which (like Nature's Can: 
Fits) ſhake the Frame" ef the .Univerſe,. 


nd ſeem to portend its Downfal : 5 Who 


4 ü PTY Feuds.o Relations, t 


can number the open Oppreſſions. and 
cret Frauds, with 575 robe 7 of 5 Fo 


1 ing and Cozena ly praffis' a amo 
os to di 557 70 [5 one. e of abel 


Rights 2 eo imagine what Nene 
rous Tricks are daily 1 uſed-(am voug ft even 
thoſe that profeſs Dearneſt) to under 
mine one anothers Intereſts, or blaſt their,” 
Honour and Reputation 2? I need not cite 
the Courts of Princes -for this, ſince there 


1 | 4 Seatee any | Society of: Mey. Free from. 


Hales if I ſhould fu Jenny the un- 


In groti-. | 
tade of oblig'd Perſons, the Treatheries of 


: ihe. Marriage-Bed, the Deceitfolneſs of 


ö Friends, 


Friends, the ill Offices 1 Neighbours, the 
intolerable Pradbices of Revenge, (as they. 
are generally carry'd on ly the . corrupt 
and vexatious Methods of the Laus, and 
by the common Malice of the World) 
what à Picture ſhould I draum of Man- 
kind? And were it poſſible one could be 
inform'd before-hand of all this, what 
good and rational Man could be. content 
to be born into, or live in ſuch a World. 


Bur thus ir was upon the Beginning of 
Things, | thus, it has Been in all Ages, and. 
thus it will be, until the Arch-AngelsTrump. 
ar once ſhall. awaken'\us. from the Sleep of 
Death and Sin, and Time. itſelf” ſoall be i 
no more. For no ſooner bad God-finiſh'd 
his Creation; and declar'd all Things good 
therein, and began totake a Complacency. 
in the Works of his own Hands, but, 
(thro' the Envy of the Devil) Sin came 
into the World, and untun'd the Propor- 
tions of its new-ſet Harmony; and being 
once planted in the World, it lik'd the ST. 
and increas'd and multiply d by the Care. 
and Induſtry of Satan, as faft as Man- 


kind could by: the Bleffmg of God. Inſo- 
nuch that God, (who was not long hefors 
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The PREFACE. wt 4 
repreſented by Moſes, as creating Mani 
upon the moſt tonſiderate Pauſe of Deli- 
beration) is nom brought in as repent- 
ing himſelf that ever he made bim; and 
accordingly, as the firſt Mark of bis Dif- 

W pleaſure, he ſhortens bis Days; but that 
= Courſe failing, he next goes on to u ſeue- 
rer Fudgment, and iſſues or a Sentence 
W to 1 him from off the Face f the 
W Earth ; for, God ſaw that the Wickedneſs 


% Man was great," and that every Ima- 
= gination of the Thoughts of bie Heart, 
was Evil continually; nay, God look'd up- 
on the Earth, and beheld it was corrupt; 
for all Fleſh had corrupted his Way upon 
be Earth. And truly it's almoſt incredible: 
to think-to what 4 Pitch of Wickedneſs the. 
= World was arriv'd at in ſo ſhort a' Time, 
= The World, then, was like abundance of 
our modern Sinners, Young in Years, but 
old in Debauchery. It look'd, as if the. 
8 Devil, being juſt thomn out of Heaven, 
was in the Height of his Malice and Re- 
= ſentiment ,, a6 to retrieve again the loſt. 
= Field, endeavour d to augment bis Num- 
bers, and to ſtrengtben bis Party, by mak: 
W 7; Men as very Devils as himſelf: For 
ice ſcem'd to reign abſolute and uncon- 
j : A 4 troll d 


% : 


oF | 
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trolld, and to have taken full Poſſeſfſon 
of the whole Earth; ſo that (four Per- 
ſons excepted) we read not of ane good 
Man until Noah, which made St. Petet des 
ſervedly beſtow that emphatical Character 
upon it, The World of Iniquity. But 
great Reaſon have we, that are Proftfſers 
f the Croſs of Chriſt, not to conform to 
_ the Vanities of this wicked Norld; be- 
_ enuſe, it is ſb unſafe for ut to imitate it; 
it ir not a World for us tobe conform d un- 
to It 75 nut ſafe following a Multitude at 
any Time, not in any Thing, leaſt of all, in 
the ordering of dur Converſations, it is. 
an ill Guide in Matters of Opinion, -but. 
worſe in Matters of Practice; for the 
World is a mere Theater of Folly, a dtage 
of Vice, a Field f Blobd and Cruelty; 
And, to \'wſe' St. John's Deſeription, th 
whole World lieth in Wickedneſs, where it 
lies contentedly ;; it is not only dipped ur 
ſtained in the Watergof Impurity, hut is 
rat het all over drenchd in em, like the 
Earth under the univerſal Deluge Be- 
ſides, if we be conform d to this World, 
we ſhall not only countenance and encou- 
rage thoſe we imitate, but we ſhall be a2 
Preſident to others, till Vice plead” Pre: 
f Bake © 3 „„ ſcription, 


j wy mig 1 8 
» \that we hall propagate N ice td 
aur DE Rhee d ſo bazard-the cternal 
5 ee of all our Poſterity. Nay,” our 
= Þoly Reli 2 requires 4 very different Me- 
bod of Life from what worldly. Men ordi- 
narily Profle . viz. Holinele' unto the 
Lord... | * 1 1 8 
# Precepts of eligion are rait, 
not ſevere, * the - of it 3 
and noble; ſuch indeed as cannot he con- 
ceiv d for their Greatneſs ; and they call 
both for a very exsellent and extraordinary 
Way of Conver ation 2 we hve, a 
a 


the World doth, Il neither obtain. 
the one nor alfi oh other To be 6 
Chriſtian, indeed, is to be à nete cer 
Chriſtians are Children of the Lit gbt and 
of the Day, Profeſſors of that bo Reli- 
gion, whoſe Precepts are good a Promi- 
ſes great; ſo that we muſt not -ſleeh as 
others, hut watch and be. ſober. Above 


all, we muſt remember, that in our Bap- 


=: ;ſon we ſolemnly renounc'd the World, with 
ail the Pomps and Vanities of . it, and 


= /iri7! engag d ourſelves not to comply 
= cither with the Sins or Practices of it. 
The- firſt Step to a Chriſtian Life is to die 


9 


,-» 
* 
= 


to the World and the general Uſages of it 
If we will follow Chriſt, we muſt forfak> © 

the Multitude, and climb up to the Mount 
of Solitude and holy Separation. To en- 
courage us wherennto, I have ts Ex- 
amples to offer : The firſt is that of righ- 
zeous Lot, who happen d to five in a City 
ſo prodigiouſly wicked and debauch d. 


that it could not produce ten good. Men 


in it; and yet Lot, tho' be breath'd in 
fo corrupt an Air, was not at all infe#- 
ed with it. The Health and Cleanneſs of 
his Soul (like that of Socrates's Body) 
was too ſtrong for. the Poiſon, and pre- 
ſerv'd bim from the Malignity of a Plague. 
that was more infeFious and mortal too 
than that of Athens. Indeed the filthy 
Converſation of that wicked Place difturb'd' 
bis Quiet, but could not fully bis Innocen- 
cy; it vex'd hit righteous Soul, but could 
not debauch it; his Company was devi- 
th, but his Converfation angelical; tho 
be could not make them better, yet they 
could not make him worſe ;, he liv'd with 
chem, but be did not partake af theis 
Crimes. | REO. 
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'e ſecond is the Example of Noah, 
who lib d in a mbole World that wass as. 
corrupt, nay more than Sodom. This 
City, in Lot's Time, could not produce ten 
righteous Perſons ;, but in'Noah's Time, 
the whole World could not produce meat 
that Numbery not to; as may rea ſona- 
bly be — what God expreſs d, 
why he excepted him from the general De- 
luge Thee have I ſeen Righteous in 
this Generation. Gen. vii. i. Net i 
impoſſible that Vice ſhould ever be more in 
Faſhion than it was then, when the Text 
even ſaith, all Eleſb had corrupted” bis. 
Way upon the Earth," Gen. vi. 12, and. 


the whole Earth wars full of Violence: 


And yet in this all over wicted World, 


Noah mainiain'd bis Innocency > And bis 


Integrity ſhin d forth as a Light in the 


; | midſt of a perverſe Generation; and be 


was not only a Doer, but a Preacher. of 


9 | Righteouſneſs. In other Ages of the World, 


tho* never 1 corrupt, Religion and Ver- 
ad ſome ſmall Party of Fal- 


lowers, and the Singularity of living well 
was ſbar d and deliver d among ſeveral, 
and one pious Perſon was a Countenance 
and Encouragement to another; —_— 
=. this 


0». 


i The PRE FAC E 
this: Period of Time, a ſingle Noah war 


fain to live. "as. Athariafius 0 Aſpnte 
againſt * whole World. ; 


If Now fore be fo _ "ele, in 


3 


being confarmid to the World, aud ſo 


much Reaſon not to love it, nor the Things 
of it, what 4 Madneſs is it to follow a 
Multitude to do Evil? Exod. xxiii. 2. 
A Multicude is no ſafe Guide, and the 
Numbers of a Party do not always con- 
alude the Goodueſs of a Cauſe; for you 
have read, that Vice has the Majority on 
it Side, and yet it is Vice ſtill. I am 
ſenſible, they, [rob — nat con formable 
to the World, muſt expe wa 5" Li che 
Cenfure of Sin — and Preciſeneſs 


Worldlings will not only give them Mk 
names, but may perſecute them even with. 


Hatred upon "bis Account. Thus we read 
in the 2d of. Wiſdom : Let us lie in Wait 
Fb# the Righteous, becauſe he is not for 


our Turn, and be is clean contrary to out 
Doings ; be upbraids us with our offend- 


ing the Law, and abjefeth to our Infamy 


the Tranſgreſſions. of our Educations : He 


war made to reprove our Thoughts ; be is 


Efievous uunto us 2ven to behold, * bis 
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titude; for, to be ſure, if we mean to 


The PREFACE mui 


Life. is not like other Mens CT his Ways 
are of another Faſhion ;, that is, be lives 
otherwiſe, and better than we do; am 
therefore we will hate and perſecute him : 
But, by the Way, this Ground of their 
Hatred is very unreaſonable; for they are 
angry becauſe the good Man doth not love 
their Company ſo well, as to be contemt to 


= domn'd for it. T think it's beſt to 


beg their Excuſe in this Matter If” they 
would have 1s to do as they do, let them 
tale Cure to do as they ſboud do; other- 
wiſe, we ſhall be guilty of moſt inexcuſa- 
ble Folly and Madneſs, if we forſake-our 
Duty and our greateſt Intereſt for ſuch a 
trifing Diſcouragement ; fur then we ſball 
be of the Number of thoſe inconſiderate 
Perſons that love the Praiſe of Men more 


than the Praiſe of God. 


My Iment, therefore, in this Preface, is 
to importune us all not to be led away 


with any Popularity, nor frighted from 


our Duty by the Condemnation of the Mul- 


acquit ourſelves os Chriſtians, we ſball 
not be carry'd away in the polluted Tor- 
rent of the Age, nor be Fools for. Com: 


pany : 


xiv The PREFACE. 

pany's And then, if we can have the Ap. 
probation f the World, well; if not, the 
Comfurt is, we ſhall not mich want it . 
and we ſball gain ſomething by our Singu- 
larity, which the others cannot by r 
Numbers, the Favour of God, and Deli- 
verance from the Wrath to come. 


And if what is contain'd in the follow 
ing Sheets may any Way tend to the'effe@+ 
ing ſo good an End, I ſball deem my La- 
bour well laid out, and defire the Praiſe 
and Glory may be given to God alone. 


Indeed I am well fatisfy'd that there 
are many excellent Diſcourſes extant upon 
all theſe Subjecte; ſtill, I am ſenſible, that 
divine Truths cannot too often be inculca- ij 
ted, and ſometimes a Fling of a Stone 

rom a weak Hand may ſtab a Goliah 
in the Forehead, beſides, God may vouch- 
ſafe to diſcover that by the Mouth 4 "= 
Babes and Sucklings, in Knnwoledge, which | 
he doth hide from, or not ſo fully commus+ 
nicate unto, the more wiſe and prudent; at 
leaſtwiſe, Truths often repeated and impar- 
tially repreſented, have this happy Advan- 
„ 1 3 rage » ; 
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rage; To make Impreſſion at one Time when 
== they do not another; and, conſequently, the 
= Salvation of but one ſingle Soul, from the 
Error of his Way, is of ſo vaſt an Im 
PDortance, that we ought to leave no Stone 
unturn d, nor any good Means unattempt- 
ea, tho' it were to gain but one. And 
= therefore, ob that I could but prevail 
= pon thoſe who ſhall read the following 
= Diſcourſes, to bring with them ſuch a Se- 
riouſneſs of Mind and Spirit, as becomes 
= hoſe who deſire, in earneſt, to be ſav'd: 
= Then will they perceive, that, altho* they 
are compos'd in a plain and familiar 
= Dreſs, therein is contain d a'great Truth 
= of God; and that they are truly defign'd 
; 65 God's Grace aſſiſting) to engage all 
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= who read them to lead an univerſally 
= godly and religious Life, and not to let 
the vain Pleaſures of a tranſitory State, the 
Hopes of any worldly Advantage, or the 
Fear of any Loſs or Sufferings, draw them 
into the wilful Commiſſion of any known © 
in, or unto the wilful Neglect of any 
n Du n. 
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Before I take my Leave, I am oblig d, 
che deepeſt Senſe of Gratitude, to make 
1 2 thi⸗ 


we I 

5 2-08 
_—_— 
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this publick Acknowledgment to my ſun- 
ary Benefaftars, for their cheerful and ge- 
nerous Benevolence to me. and mins; and 
I baſeech the Great God of Recompence to 
male them a plentiful. Compenſation. oz 
temporal Bleſſings, for all the . ſeaſpnabli 
Good they have thereby. convey'd unta 1; 
and finally, when be . ſpall make Up big 
Jewels, may be bind up their Souls in 
the Bundle of Life ! This, as it. is the 
moſt Sincere, is the bigheſt Vow that I | 
can make for their Happineſs, who am, 


(with the greateſt Reſpe@) 
Their moſt humble, 


and moſt obedient Servant, . 
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Peter . 4 kuful 
Men neither approve nor 
practiſe Virtue themſelves, 
nor can patiently abide the 
— cingularity of thoſe that 
do; however ungrateful the Reſtraints 
2nd Obligations of Religion ſeem, and 
appear to be; however pleafant and 
entertaining, diverting and delightſome, 

the broad Way ſhie ws itſelf; yet, WIEN 
B the 


88 ) 
the Coriſciences. of ſuch Men are ſet a 
little better to rights, and their Reaſon 
allow'd with more Seriouſneſs and 
Application to exert itſelf, they begin 
to have a truer Senſe: and Reliſh of 
Things; they will have a different 
View of Things; and Virtue and Pie- 
ty, which were before ſlighted, con- 
temn'd, and ſcorn'd, will be better 
looked on; and appear to be what 
they really are, very ſirable and 
lovely Things; and good Men, who 
were treated ignominlouſſy, and reek- 
on'd no other than a Parcel of credu- 
lous Fools and deluded Zealots, will 
be call'd by their right Names, and 
accounted the only wiſe Men. And 
as Virtue will be priz'd and valu'd, 
and good Men eſteem'd the moſt. Pru- 


dent and Wiſe e; ſo, on the contrary, 7 


Vice, which before took up all our 


Time, could command our Vigour and 1 


Eſtates, will look with a moſt ugly 7 


and deform'd Viſage, and ſet our Hearts 


againſt it; and its pretended Charms 
will be inlipid, bitter, and diſtaſteful. 
Youth is a giddy, wild, and h&ad- 
ſtrong Age, and inconſiderably and 
raſhly flies at all, without reflecting 
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out either Rule or -Compaſs z and no 
Wonder then if it often, miſs its Way, 
and run many dreadful Riſques and 


Hazards, engage in many grofs Follies 


and Extra vagancies: But when the 
Heat and Ebullition of Youth is a lit- 
tle over, and the Years of more Se- 
riouſneſs and Gravity come on, if Men 
will but then allow themſelves to 
think and conſider: (for 'tis not always, 


nor often they do ſo, even in that Age) 
But if they do, there is no Queſtion 

3 ; ; 4 W* 3 Kea. 
to be made, but they will abhor their 


former Practices; if from no other Rea- 
ſon, yet for the Danger they. are by 
them-'expos'd. to; and will have a 
greater. Opinion of a virtuous Life and 
Behaviour, from: the Calmneſs and 
Quiet of Conſcience, that attends them. 
Or ſuppoſe, when the Heat and In- 


X confiderateneſs of Youth is over, and 


Men are arriv'd at the Years of Diſ- 
cretion and Prudence, and yet, thro' 
their old Cuſtom of Sinning, and their 
Affections being too deeply engag'd in 

.. .. 


upon Conſequences; it will neither 
liſten to the wholeſome. Advice of 
W Reaſon, nor the true Admonitions of 
W Conſcience, but commonly ſteers with- 
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the World, they have nc Mind to Vir- 
tue, or cannot eaſily bring themſelves ll 
into a Temper for it; yet.they could 
heartily wiſh, that their temporal In- 
terefts were reconcileable with a godly 
Life; that they could ſerve their Luſts 


and their God, for'the vaſt "Hopes:and 
Expectation of a future Reward, which 
ſuch a Life naturally poſſeſſes Mens 
Minds withal. Or if ſuch Thoughts 
as theſe ſhould not ſometime break 
in upon them in the Time of Health, 
Vigour, and Firmneſs of Strength, 
which is hardly poflible to the moſt 
Inconfiderate ; yet, when Sickneſs comes 
upon them, and acute Diſtempers ſeize, 
and they appear to be upon a Venture 
and in great Danger; when the wrink- 
led Cheeks, the bald Pate, the be- 
numb'd and feeble Limbs, with all 
the Infirmities of old Age, come on, 
and points to the Church-yard; and, 
as it were, aſſigns them the Place, 
where, in a little Time, they muſt 
make their Bed, and take up their 
Lodgings; the very Nearneſs of the 
Proſpect of ſuch a conſiderable Change, 
will take off their Appetite from world- 
ly Pleaſures and Advantages ; they will 

not 
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not then need many Arguments to con- 
vince them of their Vanity and Un- 
W profitableneſs, but with no ſmall, Re- 
morſe of Conſcience, - and Sorrow of 
Heart for their miſpent Time, will 
W heartily wiſh they had taken ſuch wiſe 
Meaſures, as might have given better 
Hopes, and more Comfort at the Ap- 
proach of Death; or however, have 


open'd to them the Scene of a vaſt 


and endleſs Eternity, with leſs of Ter- 

ror and Aſtoniſnmmennt. 
Whatſoever meanOpinions they might 

harbour of good Men formerly; and 


charge them with Folly for the Strict- 


7 | nefles and Severities of à religious 
Life, and, perhaps, laugh at them for 
their Zeal and Devotion; yet at ſuch 


Seaſons, their Conſciences will tell 
them, that ſuch have been the only 
= wiſe Men, and themſelves the only 
Fools, who have liv'd inconſiderately 


and vainly, without ever refle&ing 
TT what the Iſſue and Upſhot of all would 


be. If ever Men will be ſerious, the 
Approach of Death will make them 
ſo; and f they have liv'd licentiouſ- 


, 2 fair Conſideration of their State 
will then be but very Uncomfortable, 
B 3 becauſe 
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becauſe they have but little Space or 
Time to rectify Miſcarriages, or make 
Amends, by future Obedience, for a 
whole Life of Sin. And thoſe tb 
whom Death has made his Approaches 
in ſuch a State, being ſtartled with 
the Ountcries of a clamorous Conſci- 


ence, and now having perfectly an- 


other Proſpect of Things than in the 
Days of Proſperity and Strength, would 
be glad, by any Means, to thruſt 
themſelves into the Number of the 
Righteous, and to fall in Heirs with 
them of that State of Happineſs, of 
which they have ſeldom or ever at- 
tentively thought in their Life-time'; 
would moſt ardently and paſſionately 1 


deſire to go out of the World, with the 
ſame Hope and Expectation that they 


do: Let me aie the Death of tbe Righte- F 
ous, and ler * laſt End be like bis, = 


I. I ſhall explain wheitin the Na- 
ture of this paſſionate Wiſh con- 
lifts, Let me, &c. 5 7 - = 

i. ""_ 

a: Shall * the Ineffe8iizineſ) 4 1 
ſuch Meaſures, to procure ſuch an 
2 | E 
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== For, to deſire, or wiſh to be in the 
WW happy State and Condition of the 
W Righteous, when Men go out of this 
World, without making Uſe of other 
Means, is very impertinent and un- 
profitable. WW 

1. I ſhall explain wherein the Na- 
ture of this paſſionate Wiſh conſiſts, 
Let me die, &c. I ſhall not conſider 
theſe Words of the Wiſh particularly 
as Balaam's, but extend them to the 
= Deſire of all Sorts of Perſons at their 
Dying; and chiefly of thoſe that are 
great Offenders. I a 
Indeed, the Subſtance of this earneſt 
and paſſionate Wiſh, aims at good and 
noble Ends, and what may well be 
uſed by the beſt of Chriſtians, at, or 
not long before their Death, or at any 
Part of their Life; but what is culpa- 
ble, is the Lateneſs of the Thing, with- 
out taking any proper Methods before- 
hand: For without all Controverſy, 
nothing can be more deſirable, nor 
have we greater Reaſon to deſire or 


depart out of this World with the ſame 
Hopes and Expectations that the Righte- 
ous do, and to deliver up our Souls in- 
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40 the Hands of 2 good and merciful 
God. 

The Text egnfiſts of two propofti. 
ons, varying a little in the manner of 
Expreſſion, - but exactly agreeing in 
Senſe; and Meaning: Let me die the 
Death of the Righteous, and let my laſt 


End be like bis. . © Let me go out 
of the World with the ſame. Hopes 


and Expectation of Ha ppineſs, 85 

every righteous Man Tube this is the 
utmoſt of my Deſires, and the fartheſt 
Extent of my Wiſh : If I could but 
compaſs thus much, I could freely and 
chearfully reſign my Soul, depart out 
of this World, and lay me- down in 
my Grave. 

Now for theſe following Reaſons, 
ſuch a Deſire, or Wiſh, goes upon good 
Grounds; and there is nothing want- 
ing to make it, in the higheſt Degree, 
reaſonable, but the Defe& of Appli- 
cation to ſuch Means as are, in their 
Nature, proper to compaſs ſuch an End. 

To be ſure, *tis the beſt State and 
Condition that a Man poſſibly can be 
in, to depart out of this World ; in the 
ſame Stare and Condition“ that A 

righteous Man doth. | 
For 
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For, 1. he has anſwer'd the Ends and 
Deſires of his Creation, by his Life 
and Converſgangn, e # nub 

2. He has minded thoſe Things moſt, 
that moſt concern him; and has taken 
care of the one Thing neceſſary. _ 

3. He has made his Peace with God, 
vo can be his beſt Friend or his 
vorſt Enemy. „ een, 2 
4. And laſtly, becauſe he has acted 
ſo agreeable to the Intentions of his 
Crcation, and minded thoſe Things 
== moſt that are of greateſt Moment and 
Concern to him; and by taking ſuch 
== wiſe Meaſures, made his Peace with 
== God; he may expect, as a Reward for 
the Diſcharge of his Duty, through 
the Merits of Chriſt, that God will 
= withhold no Degree of Happineſs 
from him, which his Diligence and 
= Faithfulneſs have deſerv'd. 1A 

A 1. He has anſwer'd the Ends and 
bDeſigns of his Creation, by his Life 
aud Converſation. God did never make 
Mankind to live according to their 
= own Fancy and Humour, but he in- 
tended and defign'd his own Honour 
and Glory in the Creation of them; 
and propos'd to us Rules to walk by 
PF „ 
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and obſerve, that thereby his Name 
might be exalted on the Earth; and 
therefore we are under the ſtricteſt 
Obligations to ſet forth his moſt wor- 


As we are his Creatures, and the 


Workmanſhip of his Hands, therefore 
no leſs can be expected from us, than 
that we ſhould, reverence and honour 
the Author and, Giver of our Being ; 
we expect thus, much from any nota- ii 
ble Piece of our own Contrivance and 


Make, that the Honour of the Perfor- o 


mance ſhould redound to our ſelves; 


and upon far ſtronger Reaſons may 
God expect to be glorified, by ſuch an To 
exquiſite Skill as he has ſhew'd in the 
excellent Structure and Compoſition of 
our Bodies; which is ſo wonderful, 
that it demands the higheſt Degrees of ll 
Admiration, as well as Gratitude, MY 
 *Tis true, God ig 2 Being of that in- 
finite Perfection, as not to be capable 
of any Addition of Happineſs, by our 
- moſt devout and fincere Service; but 
however, he has been pleas d to require 8 
it of us, and accept it, to the Advance- 
ment of our Happineſs; and for that 
End, and to that End, has given us 
Precepts Wi 


TX Precepts to walk by, which in them 
ſelves are moſt highly reaſonable; 
EZ what does the Lord thy God require 
of thee, but to do Juſtice, and love 
Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
Cod? As alſo the due Obſervation of 


them is moſt profitable to us, for in 

keeping of them there is great Reward; 
ſo that Man has a double Obligation 
co fulfil the Divine Laws; becauſe they 
are reaſonable; and becauſe they are 
profitable to him. ” 90 1 
But our Obligations diligently to 


ſerve and worſhip God ſtill increaſe, 
if we conſider, that his Providence eve- 


ry Moment ſuſtains us; for in him we 
BS live, move, and have our Being. If 
ve call to Mind, that from him eve- 
ry good and perfect Gift cometh ; 
A whatever we enjoy, or whatever we 
expect to enjoy, has come, or can only 


come from his bountiful Hand; and 
WE therefore we can do no leſs; Self- pre- 
ſervation, and our own Intereſt, bind 
us, in the higheſt Manner, to reſpe& 
and reverence ſuch a Benefactor, and 
to make our utmoſt Endeavours, what- 
ever we do, in ſome Kind or other, to 
Propoſe to our ſelves the advancing the 
a Eq . Glory 


C12 ) bk 
Glory and Honour of fo good and libe- 7 
ral a — and to accept his Benefits, 
with the greateſt Degree of Thank: 1 
fulneſs and Gratitude. 1 46 15 1 

Upon theſe, and the like Conſide- E 
rations and Reflections, all Men that 
make a due Uſe of the Senſe and Red. 
ſon that God has erdow'd them withal, 
imploy it to the Honour of their Ma- 
ker, their Sovereign, and their Lord; 
they know he is worthy, to reap, and 0 
expects to do ſo, where he has ſown; Wl 
and will look for a proportionable = 
Crop, where he has been at ſuch Care 1 
in Tillage. If God has given thema 
quick Underſtanding, a ſound Judg- Wi 
ment, a large and capacious Soul, 
how can they be better employ'd, or 
dare they be otherwiſe imploy'd, than to 
the Honour of the Giver ? And there- il 
fore every prudent and good Man lays 
himſelf and all his Abilities out to m 
ſuch Purpoſes and-Ends as may belt ll 
ferve the Intention of his Crea tion, i.. 
the Honour and Glory of God; and WP 
does not account Fel to have parted Wl 
with any of his Time wiſely and pro- 
fitably, which does not in ſome Way Wl 
tend to his great Creator s Praiſe. 6 1 

e 
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8 * conkiders' the Reaſon for which 
We came into, the World, and endea- 
vours to anſwer the Deſigns of bt 
3 Rn remembers, that he was made 
3 ſerve and worſhip his Maker; that he 
vas not made to fulfil his own Will 
and Pleaſure, . but the Will of his Fa- 
ther, which is in Heaven; that the 
To World! is not à Place intended for Ha p- 
vineſs, but only of Trial and Probati- 
on; that ſuch Perſons as have given 
proof here, that they are God's true 
and faithful Servants, ſhall hereafter 
enter into the Joy of their Lord ; and 
Wt his animates and gives Life to his En- 
adeavours, and makes him zealous to 
read the great and glorious Name of 
Cod far and wide; that his Will may 
obe done on Earth, as it is in Heaven: 
Whatever the World. ſays and thinks 
of him, he is not dif courag'd in his De- 
1 and may reply in thoſe Words 
E our Saviour. uſed upon another Octa- 
on, Viſt ze not, I muſt be about my Fa- 
= bher's Buſineſs 2 And thus the righteous 
4 Man makes his beſt Advantage of the 
= chief End and Deſign of his Creation, 
3 which is truly and faithfully to ſerve 
God, and endeavour his utmoſt to 
pleaſe 
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pleaſe him. has acquitted ſuch a ban 
of his Duty, as may give him a great 
Portion of Comfort in the Preſence * 
God. | 
2. Another Degree of Peace and 
Comfort that the 11 Man has 
a Title to, ariſes from the Conlideri- 3 
tion, that he has minded thoſe Thing 
moſt which moſt concern him, and has 
taken Care of the One Thing oY 
He has not liv'd, as a great many ral 
unthinking Men do, without any Aim, 
or Deſign at all in his Actions, bir 
has propoſed to himſelf the happy 1-8 
ſue of a good Life, and the ban 7 
Conſequences of 2 bad one; that the 9 
firſt will end in eternal Happineſs, and 
the latter in as eternal Miſery; andſ 
he is wiſer than to pitch upon. the 
worſe Side, when he may ſafely em 1 
gage on the better; when Heaven and 3 
Hell are put to his Choice, there's no 1 
Need to deliberate which to chooſe:| 1 
The Difference is ſo conſiderable, ther WY 
is no room for Debate; when he ſees 
the Kingdom of Heaven at Hand, no- 
| thing elle can have any Force of Temp. 1 
tation to make him turn his Back of 
it: He makes it his whole Care, i WM 
the] 
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rected to that Purpoſe, to make him- 
elf as ſecure of Happineſs as he can; he 

= over-looks worldly Intereſts with Slight 

and Contempt, when they offer them- 
SE {clves upon Conditions that he cannot 
agree to: Shall all the glittering Gran- 
eur and Pomp of the World, all its 
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hall I venture a Thing of infinite 

value, for a Trifle in Compariſon? 4 
Shall I be tempted to Wrong or In- | 
juſtice, to the infinite Hazard and Dan- 

aer ſ of my better Part, which muſt live 

for ever, and muſt be Miſerable or 
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the Ears of G ainſt me; my Con- 
* 'F '» i "4 n - 3. Ef HRS} 

ie Ears of God againſt me; my ( 1 


fcience hall be clear from this great 4 
Offence, and if I take but care to main- 


tain my Integrity, herein to exerciſe 


my ſelf, to have a Conſcience void of 
Offence towards God and towards Men; 
then, through the Mercies of God, 


I hope to lay me down in Peace, and 
to deſcend, not with Sorrow, but with 
Comfort, and the Hopes of a glorious i 
Reſurrection, into my Grave; my Soul 


then ſhall reſt in Hope; and willingly Wl 


wait for the Revelation of that dread WW 


ful Day, when our bleſſed Lord and 


©. 4053 "EIN 


Saviour ſhall Come, in the Glory of . 


the Father, to reward every Man -ac- 
cording to his Works; and now to de Wl 
part out of this World with ſo clear 


and. unſpotted a Confcience, without 
prevaricating with one's Duty, or mæ 
king it a Stalking-horſe to come at our 
Intereſts and temporal Advantages,” ol 
have minded thoſe Things moſt tha 
moſt concern us, and to keep aloo ln 
from the Temptations of the  Worl, 
and to make it our greateſt Rega 


carefully and conſcienciouſly to di 


charge our Duty to God and Meni 
it leaving fo much Calmneſs and Quit 
upon 


5 AB 
E, 


1 it muſt be a very defirab 


ao) 
ubon our Minds at a dying Hour, and 
furniſhing us with ſuch a plentiful 


Spring of Hopes of a Happy State 
e State nA 


Condition for any Perſon to be found 


in, when his Days are ſpun out to their 


ength, and the Sexton, old Time, 


9 9 taking the: Dimenſions. of his Grave. 


The righteous Man, has made his 


1 gk with God, who can be his. beſt 


4 riend, or his greateſt Enemy, accord- 
Wing to his Behaviour. Mankind has no- 
® to dread, no Miſchief to appre- 


4 hend from thoſe that want the Power 


to do any ; tho? ſome be maliciouſly 


1 Pent againſt us, yet if they have not 
bp Power to execute their Wrath, we are 


Wafe enough; but if we enrage him a- 


iinſt us, to whom Vengeance belong 


th, we have no Security: There is 
no Safe- guard againſt the Blow. 8 
F. or that Cauſe there 1 is no Reaſon to 


AM after that Hove no more that they 
tan do; but 1 Jay unto you, fear bim, 
pho. after he. bath killd, bath Power 


2 3 2 . deſtroy both: Body and Soul in Hell. 


ere is a 'g00d Argupeny for Fear, and 
et an 
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in awful Care not t6 öffend, if Men 
be not too big for it; and there ate 


But the righteous Man hath wiſely 
ſecur'd himfelf againſt all Danger, and 
he has got that Advantage over this 
fear of Vengeance, which all Men 
muſt be haunted with, who have not 
taken care to reconcile themſelves to 


E be 
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God; that by a diligent and induſtri- 
ous Obedience he has made him his 
Friend, and can ſay cheerfully, ani 
with ſtrong Hopes, grounded upon the 
Revelation of God's Will, at the near: Wi 
Approaches of Death, Into thy Hand. 
commend my Spirit, for thou baſt redetnid Wil 
ir, O Lord my God. = 
And laſtly, becauſe he has acted ll 
agreeable to the Intentions of his Cres Ml 
tion, and minded thoſe Things moſt, 
that are of moſt Moment and Concern Wi 
to him, and hy taking ſuch wiſe Mes 
fures, made his Peace with God; he 
may expect, as a Reward for the Di- 
charge of his Duty, through the Me- 
rits of Chriſt, that God will withhold 
no Degree of Happineſs from Him, Wl 
which his Diligence and Faithfulneſs 

have deſerv'd. * And 


_wwvwrm. = 
And that God will anſwer theſe 
WT Hopes, is ſo agreeable to the Nature of 
his Juſtice and Goodneſs, and the ex- 
WT preſs Revelation, of his Will, that 
mere is no manner of Doubt to be 
made about it. Him that honoureth me, 
ſays God by his Prophet, Iwill honour ; 
and be that does not. 62 be ligbily 
efeem d. And the Pſa miſt . tells 4 
verih there is a Reward for the Righte- 
_ yy W_ Ron Fo 1 
= God will judge every Man accord- 
ing co his Works 3 To them, who by 
Patient continuance in well-doing,. ſeek for 
Honour, and glory, and immortality, eter- 
4 life ;, but unto them that are conten- 
= os, and obey not the truth, but ob 


-- 


—_ righteouſneſs, indignation, and wrath ; 
=_ ion and anguiſh upon every ſoul 
ar doth evil, of the Few 2 and alſo of 
be Gentile ; but glory, bonour, and peace 
Vest, and alſo to the Gentile, for there is no 
reed of perſons with God. Rom: 2. 6, 7, &. 
And St. Paul ſpeaks yet with greater 
as Aſſurance in relation to his f uture 
State, I bave fougbt 2 good fighr, I baue 


finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me 4 
G2 crown 


© * 20 9 * 
re ＋ righneeuſ neſs ; 3 which God the * 


, righteous eee will 25 ve ne at bat | 3 = 


irrt Ja 8 1 
And this is the Iſt. 4 $720 1 pro 9 


| pos'd to give, for the Defirableneſs of 
the State, of righteous and good. Men, 


when they. are upon; their Journey For WM 
another World: 4 and it appears ver 9 


plai inly, that their State is very well! 
Worth deſiring, and deſerves to be 
wiſhed for, if that alone wou'd be an 


effectual Means to gain it. 
And this. brings me in the ſecond 1 


The to ſhew the Ineffectualneſs of 


ſuch Meaſures to procure ſuch an End. 


For to defire and 'wiſh to be in the . 
happy State and Condition of the 1 
Righteous, when th ey go out of this i 


Means, is very impertinent and vain. 


ſuch eaſy Terms; the Way to it is 2 
long and leiſurely Aſcent ; Men are 
not to be convey & to Honour from 
their Death- beds, be Fee heart! | 
Place; if ſuch es and large Terms F 
2s thafe were granted, tis likely few 
would miſcarry, unleſs ſuch exfon b 


World, without the Uſe of other Wi 


eaven is not to be compaſs' d upon E | 


1 to it but by a fincere and hea rty Re- 
entance, and conſtant Obedience to 


| F =D But 1 tell you, nay, excrphr 


1 End this is a faithful Saying, and theſe 


9 e that endureth' to the end, Pall. 32 fas * 
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4 an, that only begins his Chriſtian 
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1 Jas were hurry'd- out of the World, 
1 en having Space given to con- 


ider whither they were going, or died 


q Win 2 Fit of Diſtraction, or inſenſible as 


to the Nearneſs of Death, or the Great- 
neſs of the Danger: But no ſuch large 

T erms are granted to thoſe who. ras 
Mind of Heaven; there is no Way 


The Laws of God, after we have re- 
pe Repent ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh © 


hings I will, that thou conſtantly 

Effirm, that they that have believed in 
od, be careful to maintain good 
orks. And it 1s like wiſe ſaid, that 


ped; which Words muſt” ſuppoſe: ſome 
Foregoing Time of the Man's Trial, 
That he has long ſtick' d cloſe: to the 
Practice of the Goſpel, and retaind 
Tue Stedfaſtneſs of his" Faith againſt 
1! Oppoſition and Temptation; which 
can never be imagin'd to happen to a 


ke and Repeutanee when and W 
1 9 af Thould end- it. a 78 3 


I ſpeak not this to make Men deſpair. 
of the Effectualneſs of their Repentance;. 
even upon their Death; if they have 
been ſuch Fools to put Matters to this 
Hazard, they have no Plank to ſave 
themſelves on, but Repentance,; tho' 
in truth 'tis only a Plank after Ship- 
wreck, and the Hopes of being ſaved if 
is moſt miſerably ſmall, and ſo little to 
be relied upon, that a Man cannot 
poſſibly make a greater Venture, unleſs Wl 
he violently make away himſelf; but 
I ſpeak it to enforce Repentance upon 
Men, when they have more Time upon 
their Hands, and better Opportunities, 
thro* the Patience and-Long-ſuffering 
of God to work out their Repentance. ai 
For tis the greateſt Odds, whether 
they (at the Time of Death) can re- 
pent truly and effectually, or no: 
And *tis a Hazard then, whether God 
will grant the Pardon of their Sins, TM 
tho' they ſeek it diligently, and with Wl 
Tears; ſince they only then begin i 
make Application to the Throne 
God's Mercy, when the Terrors ef 
Death come on apace, or they, thro ll 
Sickneſs, are diſabled from ſerving Wl 
their Luſts and Sins any longer. Con 9 

| then ſr 
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1 (23) KF 
ben is much oblig d to them for their 
epentance, and turning to him; for 
heir firmly believing his Word, and 
Neepending only upon the Merits of his 
on for Salvation, to whom they would 

Hot liſten nor obey all their Life-time. 
Are the Offers of ſuch. late Service, 
nink you, very acceptable to God at 
ach a Time? No, 'tis very much to 
e fear'd not. As great a Joy as there 
hall be in Heaven over one Sinner that 
epenteth, tis much to be fear'd, that 
aach late Repentance ſeldom occaſions 
uch Joy. For *tis only the Terrors 
f Hell, and the Apprehenſion of Judg- 
nent, and the Dread of the heavy In- 


1 


7 Life, and a ſtedfaſt Reſolution of fu- 
ure Obedience, the Truth of which 
confirm'd by a ſuitable Life, can but 
t beſt give very mean Hopes of a 
an's Salvation, if they do give any. 
am very loth to ſay the worſt, but 
he Caſe in truth is too deſperate, for 
ny Man that has the leaſt Regard to 
is Soul, to venture on it. I would as 
illingly have as large Apprehenſions 
= C4 of 
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of the Mercies of God; as any Manz 1 
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but do believe he will ſeldom how 
that Fondneſs for Sinners, as to re. 
ceive them into Heaven upon a Win 
juſt before they leave this Earth; and 
take thoſe into his Glory, who 0 
never abide to think of him, or take J 4 
Notice of his Offers of Salvation all 
their Lives. But before I deſcend mot A 1 
particularly to conſider the Dangers of a 4 
late Repentance; let us © conſider di- 
ſtinctly what a Sort of Repentance;i 
is a Man can make upon his Death-bed, 
or when he1 is at no great Diſtance fron 92 
his Grave. 15 

He has liv'd fooliſhly: and oath 1 
rately all his Life, and contracted i 
vaſt Load of Sin upon his Conſcience 
and all this he has done under the 
Diſpenſation of the Goſpel (for I ſpear 
of Chriſtians who have liv'd wickedly = 
under the Goſpel Profeſſion, to whon 
Life and Immortality are brou ght to 
Light through the Goſpel.) If Chrit 
had not ſpoken to us, then we mig! 
have made ſome Pretence, ſome Ex: 
cuſe ; but now there f is no Cloak for 
Our Lin. . | - 2 P! E 


Thoſ: 
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Thoſe that never heard of the Goſ⸗ 
pel will come off better; for how 
4 ould: they believe in him, of whom 
LE | they never Heard? But we who have 
had the Doctrine of Chriſt preſs d up- 
on us from Time to Time; and have 
never been any; whit amended or re- 
form'd by it, this is a prodigious Re- 
oproach upon us, as well as a vaſt -heigh= 
tening of our Sin. And for Men to 
live wicked and profane Lives, againſt 
all this Light and Knowledge, for their 
whole Lives, and a little before their 
Death to think of Repentance, and 
being reconciPd to God, is but à Sort of 
== Mockery : Who will hear ſuch a ones 
Prayer, or what will his Humbling) 
profit him? There is little or no Foun- 
dation for 1 to be hoped for in 
ſuch a Caſe; he muſt go out of the 
World with a great deal of Doybe: 
and Diſtruſt at beſt. | 
The Man now has wullewt d his 
8 whole Life in Senſuality and Profane- 
ness, in a Neglect of God and Religion; 
let us ſee, therefore, how great a Pe- 
nitent it is, in all Probability, poſſible 
for him to be, when he comes to die, 
> | pn is about to enter into his eternal 
0 | State, 


| (260 
State. Why, now the Proſpect of Death, 
and the Apprehenſions of a future ſtrict 
Account, that muſt be given by him, 
compel him into a nearer Conſideration 
of his State; he now has a different 
View of Things to what he had for- 
merly; his Conſcience tells him, in 
plain Words, that he has liv'd very . 
fooliſhly, and very unchriſtianly ; tha Wl 
he has run into a prodigious deal of 
Sin and Wickedneſs ; and ſwell'd the 

Accounts, he muſt ſhortly give, fo 2 1 


aſt Bulk and Magnitude; he has ſo 
miſerably manag'd that Stewardſhip, 
wherewith he was intruſted, and miſ- 
employ'd the Talents committed to his 
Charge, that as he can give no juſt Ac- 
count, ſo he dare not venture into the 
Preſence of his great Maſter to give 
any; he knows not how to appear be- 
fore him, nor what Anſwer to-give to 
the Queſtions that ſhall be ask'd him; 
but being inform'd, that the Maſter, 
whom he ſerv'd, or ſhould have ſery'd; 
is merciful, he pitches upon it as the 
beſt Expedient ; he acknowledges his 
Faults, and petitions his Maſter: to 
paſs over what is paſt, to look upon 
hun here as a faithful Servant, and Rom 
er 


W think you then, upon ſuch aRequeſt, after 
Wo whole Life ſpent in Villainy, prefer or 
advance ſuch a Servant, allow him his 
= Countenance, or the leaſt Favour > 
WW Doubtleſs, he would caſt him into Pri- 


2 


on, till he had paid the utmoſt Far- 
ies. ee 

== Juſt of the ſame Nature is the Caſe 
of an old and harden'd Offender ; he 
is never troubled with any Sowerneſs 
or Remorſe of Conſcience, till the 
Time of giving in his Accounts draws 
on; he can, without any Qualms of 
= Conſcience, cheat, lie, defraud, pro- 
fane God's holy Name and his Word, 
if to his Advantage, and make Reli- 
= 210n it ſelf a Cloak for his Sins; dif- 
ſemble it for his Intereſt, when the 
= more bare-fac'd Way of Cheating will 
not ſerve his Turns, and make it a 
meer Time-ſerver © = 
But now,. when the Days of our world- 
= 1y Gain are drawing towards an End; 
now he would tack about, and paſs. 
for a good Man and a Penitent : Live 
as he liſt while he lives, and have his 
W Dcfire when he comes to Die, and ſo 
ccconcile all Intereſts, enjoy the Wag 
_ n | Wnille 


(28) 
while he lives, and gain Heaven when 
he dies.. nit 

When old 400 Sickneſs, or the like, 
give him Warning of his approaching 
Death; then it comes into his Mind to 
endeavour to procure God's Pardon 
Then God be merciful to me à Sinner. 
And thus it appears to be his Deſign, 
to ſerve his Sins as long as he can, and 
to gain the Favour of God when he 
can do nothing elſGGGe. 

And what Favour God may ſhow to 
ſuch a Penitent, I ſhall not poſitively 
determine, but jeave him to the Mercy 
of God, upon which it ſeems he has 
fo much and fo preſumptuoufly relied; 
but thus much I muſt needs ſay, that 
if it pleaſe God to make him fincerely 
Penitent, and accept kim, *tis more 
than he or any in the World could 
reaſonably look: for; and he has but 
one Example upon Record, to give the 
leaſt Encouragement, ſince the Creati- 
on of the World : The Thief upon the a 
Croſs. 1 

» I muſt beg ths Liberty to ſ peak more 
plainly upon this Matter, . the 
Generality of the World leaves the 
4 of their Happineſs to this very 

Chance, 
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* and have a Mind, as it were, 
to depend upon one ſingle. Dice fbr 
heir Salvation, and to venture their 
FR upon one ſingle and doubt- 
ful Point, upon which a - wiſe Man 
would not venture the moſt worthleſs 
Thing. But God, who knows the 
Hearts of Men, can interpret the Rea- 
ſon of ſuch Proceedings very readily : 
Him you, intend to ſerve in the laſt 
Place; any Time, if they have but the 
leaſt Time, will ſerve for. ſuch a Pur- 
| BF: , a dying Breath will almoſt waft 
them to him. But he that ſitteth in 
Heaven ſhall laugh them to Scorn, the 
| Lord ſhall have witty in, Derifion. 
Has God ſo fully declar'd his Will 
'to Mankind, and = it ſo little Effect? 
| Has he now commanded all Men every 
where to repent, and will they chooſe 
their own Time for it? If they chooſe 
W their own Time of Repentance, he will 
W chooſe his own. Time of Acceptance; 
he has laid himſelf under no Obligati- 
on to receive Sinners when they re- 
pent, if they will be, their own Car- 
JETS, and Vu their ,own Time, of 
Repentance : o Day if you will bear 
| bis fs 01Ce, arden 2 8 Heart; 5 
if 
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fit the preſent Time be neglected, he- 
ther he will accept us at another, lies 
in his own Breaſt, He may do às he 
pleafes, and 'tis too likely that thoſe WY 
'who have been ſo flen call'd and in- 
vited into the Arms of his Mercy, to 
& Effect or Purpoſe, will not be te. 
"erv'd by him when they moſt earneſt. i 
I/ deſire it. All the 10 iy — have 
Iſtretch'd out my Arms to a ſtiffneck'a i 
and rebellious People; and when the 
Day is ſpent, and the Evening of Ola 
Age coming on apace, there is ſome WM 
Reaſon: to de afraid, leaſt his Patience 
ſhould be worn out, and he fear h 
bis Wrath, that we ſhall not enter i- 
to his Reſt, For, why ſhould God ſo 
much contend and ſtrive with Man for 
his own Good? If Mercy and Patience 
cannot move him to repent for his 
own Intereſt, he cannot complain if 
Judgment overtake him, and the Hand 
of Forbearance be chang'd into a Hand 
of Fury. If Men cannot be drawn by 
the Cords of Love, tis fair Dealing to 
chaſtiſe them with Scourges; and to 
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Jet them feel the Weight of his _ 
nation, if they will not be perſuade 
into Duty with abundance of Love. 

: Conſider 


== Conſider this, ye that have forgot God, 
W leaſt he pluck you away ſuddenly, 
W without any Hopes of Deliverance or 
Relief: Make your Peace with God in 
an acceptable Time, and defer not till 
Death to be juſtified : Lay out the fe- 
== maining Part of your Days prudently 
and diſcreetly, and venture not an Eter- 
nity upon a Death-bed ; think not you 
can then as ſecurely bequeath your 
Souls to Heaven, as you can diſpoſe of 
Es your Eftates to your Friends. In the 
Time of Health, think of Repentance, 
and venture not the Care of your Soul; 
all your Hopes of eternal Happineſs, to 
== a Death-bed ; to a Ler me die the death 
M the Righteous, &c. ik | 
iI come now to examine more par- 
ticularly the Dangers of a Death- bed 
Repentance, and to do this as diſtinctly 
as I can, I will conſ ider, 


I. Wherein the Nature of Repen- 
tance conſiſts. And. | 


II. I then ſhall ſhew how incapable 

any Man is to perform that Work, 
after a whole Life ſpent in Vani- 
ty and Folly, in his declining Age, 
| in 


(an) 
in the ſevere Viſitations of: Sick. 
neſs, or on his Death- bed. TRIES 
1. 2 altifider wherein the NMathnt of 
tas > confiſts; and becauſe the 
Vulgar 1s very apt to miſtake: it, and 


TITLES! 


to be impos d upon with the Counter- Wil 


Feit for the True, 1 ſhall lay it outs 
Pin as T-can. :. 

Repentance is a 1 and nas 
Sorrow ariſing from .the Conſideration 
that we have offended God. 


There are ſeveral Sorts and Kinds 1 


bs Sorrow, according to the great Va. 


riety of the Objects that may move 4 


them; but a penitent.Sorrow is diftin- 
guiſh' d from the reſt, in that it partic 
larly has relation to God, and our Re. 


conciliation with him: 5 we have been 1 


deficient in our Duty, and have; {ft 
undone thoſe Things which . we: ,0ught 
to have done; nay, not only have been 


wanting in our Duty, but pra&is'd ithe 


contrary Sins, in manifeſt Oppoſition to 


it; we have done thoſe Things which | 


we ought not to have done; and upon 
.a ſerious Reflection on theſe our unhap- 
Circumſtances, Shame, that we 


14 
have offended ſo good a God, and the 
Deſire 
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(eite of Self preſervation, becauſe we 
have offended ſo mighty and F 
fal an One, raiſe great Paſſions of Grief 
and Trouble in our Soul, and ſtir up 
an earneſt Longing, in it, to procure 


provok'd him againſt us by our Sins, 
and as whatever we have done in that 
WKind, is not to be undone in proper 
speech, ſo there is one Kind of undo- 
Wing it, by being deeply ſorrowful, and 
by lamenting our Misfortune of being 
engag'd in every particular Sin; by ex- 
preſſing as much Grief for our Wick- 
edneſſes, as we have formerly taken 
bPleaſure in their Acting; by hating, 

Wlcathing, and deteſting of them, and 
making the very Memory of them bitter 
nd ungrateful to us. And to this End 
it will be abſolutely neceſſary, to be 
Was fully ſenſible as we can of the Num- 
ber, Greatneſs, and aggravating Circum- 
Witances of all Sins in general, ang of 
particular Sins; and therefore we muſt 
make a diligent Search into our Life 
Wand Converſation z conſider our Ways, 
Wall the crooked Turnings and Windings 
Wof our Paths; how often we have bro- 
en God's Commands with little or no 
D Temp- 
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his Favour and Pardon; and as we have 


Temptation; nay, have ſought out 
Temptations, and willingly been en- 
fnar'd. How long we have continued 
ſtubborn and rebellious, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Admonitions, Exhortations, i 
Promiſes, and Threats of the Goſpel ; 
notwithſtanding the frequent Warnings WW 
of our Danger from the Suggeſtions. of 
Conſcience, the Motions of the Holy 
Spirit for Information and Amendment; 
notwithſtanding all the kind Calls and 
Invitations of the holy Scriptures, yet 
we would not be prevail'd upon, even 
for our own Good, to diſcharge our 
Duty. Theſe and the like Circumſtan- 
ces, be they more or leſs in our Aion, 
they proportionably augment or tak: Wl 
away from the Foulneſs and Baſenels 
of our Crimes, and will encreaſe -o: 
leſſen the Degrees of Repentance ; the 
. fouler and blacker Sins are, they will 
require a more plentiful Shower of 
Tears to waſh them away; and the 
leſſer they are, a leſſer Shower will 
do; however, we can never do too 
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much, and we may eaſily do too little, 
in a Matter of ſuch Import and Con: 
cern, But I fear our Sins are not of LE | 
that Nature, as that a ſmall Repen- nl 

=_ = tance il 
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tance will blot them out, and ga in 
= God's Pardon; and little Reaſon: we 
= ſhall have to think it will, if we look 
back upon our Lives from our-earlieſt 
= Knowledge of Religion, down to theſe 
a preſent Days. Have we livid- accord- 
ing to the Promiſe we made in our bap- 
WE tiſmal Vow, 1. To renounce the De- 
vil, the World, and the Fleſh 2 Have 
_ we fully done this, or uſed our beſt 
Endeavours to do this? Have we an- 
fſwer'd the Deſign of our Creation, in 
gh onouring, praiſing, and. glorifying 
Cod? Does a Joy always ſpring up in 
or Hearts, when we are a going to 
= Worſhip him? Can we ſay with the 
Pfalmiſt, 1 was glad when they ſ⸗ aid un- 
zo me, we will go into the Houſe of the 
1 rd 2 Have we uſed all Means to ſa- 
3 Wo the Ends of our Redemption, that 
He Blood of Chriſt ſhould: not be ſpilt 
or us to no Purpoſe, or any Benefit of 
1 Purs? Have we diligently obey'd his 
be 1 ſince we were fo happy as to 
4 Fl now it, and the Duties therein con- 
tain'd? In ſhort, have we made it our 
3 biet Care to ſerve God truly and faith- 


WE and honeſtiy to di . our 
Wot to Men? 


(36) 
With theſe and the like Queſtions 
we may compoſe our ſelves in our pri- 
vate Meditations, and ſo far ſatisfy our 
ſelves, as to know in what Method to 
proceed to Repentance, and nearly con- 
jecture what Degrees of it will ſerve 
our Turn. IF our heart condemn. us, 
God is greater than our beart, and know- 
&b all things ;, beloved if our heart con- 
demn us not, then haus we confidence to- 
ward God. 1 John 3. 20, 21. But tis 
but too probable, that in theſe and a Mi 
many the like Particulars our Heart 
will condemn us in ſome Kind or 
other. = 

Let us therefore, in the ſecond Place, 
apply our ſelves to God with forrow- 
ful Hearts and troubled Minds, that 
we have been ſo negligent of dur Du- Wl 
ty; let us own all our Sins and Tran: 
greſſions to God, and fairly lay out our 
Crimes, without concealing, excufing, 
or diſſemhling any; and rather expoſe 
our Guilt, than offer to garniſh 1 
Over. 1 - 
Let us judge our felves honeſtly and 
juitly, that we be not judg'd of God; 
and pour out our Souls to God for out 
Sins, with their blackeſt and molt. 

— height- 
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1 | heightening C Circumſtances. St, Paul 
telk us, That Chrift N came into the 
| World to fave Sinners, 0 whom he owns 
himſelf to be the cbi 775 And if that 
great Apoſtle could fay fo mueh 
| himſelf, in aur He Degree ef Sinners d 
ve account our ſelves to ſtand >? They 
is no prevaricating with God, no im- 
ring upon him, no keeping him in 
* norance of the Foulneſs of our 
| Crimes. 
3 : If we know our ſelves to be guilty 
Jof baſe and horrid Sins, God is greater 
than our Heart, and knoweth all Things; 
therefore 'tis in vain for any Man to 
ws or cloak his Sins, or any De- 
Worecs of them, If any Man fay, that 
Whe has no Sin, or would a = to be 2 
Pes Offender than he ally all is 
oo no Purpoſe, he deceives himſelf, and 
J E W: 1c Truth is not in him; but the Way 
q \s gain Pardon, is faithfully to declare 
ur Sins to God, not in ihe leaft con- 
3 ce aling their g lineſs and Deformity: 
or if we — + our Sins, he is faith- 
8; ul and juſt to orgive us our Sins, and 
3 % cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſneſs. 
No Man addreſſes himſelf to the Phyfi- 
ian for Cure, but truly difcovers, as 
4 D 3 far 


1 9 
far as he is able, the State of his DR 
ſtemper; if we addreſs our felves to 
God, and do not diſcover our whole 
Indiſpoſition to that grand Phyſician of 
our Souls, 'tis but a ſort of Mockery, 
How can he think we heartily deſire 
to be healed and cured of our Infirmi- 
ties? But if we faithfully lay before 
him all the Diſeaſes of our Souls, he 
will not be wanting to apply proper 
Balſams to every Malady. 

3. When we have proceeded thus far, | 
let us be heartily and deepl troubled 
under the great Senſe and Weight: bl. 
our Sins: Let the Heart mourn, and 
the Eyes flow down with Tears, be. 
cauſe we have not kept God's no 


Laws; ſuch a Courſe is very promi | 4 | 


fing of good Succeſs. A broken and 1 


contrite heart, 0 God, Halt thou not re. F 


Fuſe. 

After St. Peter had denied his Loli 
and Maſter, he went out and wept bit- 
terly, and, upon his Repeutance, was | 


receiv 'd. 


God ſaid, Seeff bow how Ahab Ai 
bleth himſelf (when he faſted and put 
on Sackcloth) I will not bring the evil in 
his days, but in his ſons days will I bring 

it, 
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ne: When Men humble themſelves, 
(and the loweſt Degree of Humility is 


to mourn greatly for their Sins) *tis 


the firſt Thing that turneth away God's 
Wrath, and maketh a Man at Peace 
= with him. And as it is the ſureſt and 
readieſt Way to move God to take Pi- 
ty and Compaſſion upon us, ſo is it 
the likelieſt afterward to keep us in his 
Favour. If we be grievouſly troubled 
for our Sins, it will make us hate and 
abhor them, becauſe, through them, 
ve offend againſt ſo good and gracious 
3 God, and make ſuch unworthy Re- 
turns for all the Riches of his Mercies; 
and this Confideration will ftill, if 
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homely applied, encreaſe our Sorrow, 


which ought, as far as may be, to be 
equal to the Greatneſs and Provocati- 


| on of our Guilt; and the greater this 
rief is, provided a Man do not run. 
himſelf into Deſpair by it, it is always 
che more acceptable; and the more this 
8 Grief is preſt upon his Soul, it will 
make him the more fearful to offend 
We afterward ; when he has once felt the 
Stings of an accuſing Conſcience, he 


will not ſo ſoon venture upon = 


( #2 W a NG : Fey; 5 
Sins that may wound it again; and 
this will arm him againſt all Tempta- 
tions; for let them promiſe what Ples 
ſures they will, they can never equal 
the Smart of an accufing Conſcience, 
Let it therefore be our Care to. bring 
our Hearts into this ſorrowful Temper 
for our Sins; and that not only for 
the certain Miſchief they expos'd us 
to, for that is no true Motive to Obe - 
dience where it goes alone, but let us 
endeavour to raiſe up in our Souls an 
unfeigned Love of Gad for all his 
Mercies, and that will wound our Soul 
with bitter Sorrow, when we conſider. 
all the Sins we have committed have 
been againſt infinite Love and Good- 
nels. Ft us therefore remember all 
the Mercy and loving Kindneſs of God 
to us, and in an eſpecial manner, his 
great Forbea rance in not taking us off 
in the middle of our Sins; when we 
have liv'd ſa long under the Profeſſion 
of the Goſpel, and the Endearments of 


his Love, under the comfortable Bene- Ml 


fits of his holy Sacraments, and- not 
yet very vitbly, or much profited by 
them ; for the negligent Uſe of which, 
Ne might very juſtly, have long ſince 

SA 5 cut 


7 cut us off from Life, and wen ws: pur 2 
Portion with Hypocrites and Sinners. 
Pray what Account can we 8 
: God's having ſpar'd us ſo long, but on- 
his tender Mercies towards us? Ig 
ira new Thing to us, to ſee Men die 
in the middle of their Sins ? Have we 
not known Men taken out of the World, 
without having the Time to confider” 
pyhither they were Boing, or to ask 
God Forgiveneſs; or however, nat 
WL ime enough to give them any com- 
- 3 Hopes at their Departure? 
nd why might not we have been 
Wome of Sod > Or what Accufation 
Would we lay againſt God if he ſhould 
aeeal ſo by us? Like the Man that 
. vanted he wedding Garment, we muſt 
e Dumb, we have nothing to ſay for 
1 ur ſelves. But God has been pleas d 
9 itherto to ſpare us; he that willeth 
9 Pot the Death of a Sinner, has given 
as longer Space for Repentance. The 
5 Fonſideration of this, if our Hearts 
1 ave not taken the Hardneſs of the 
WHiaty Rock, muſt actuate our Hearts 
4 to love ſo gracious a God, and make 
as break out with the Apoſtle, O the 
Riches of the . and long Suffering 
of 


| 0 4 * e 
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of God and at the ſame Time con? 


vince us, That it is an evil and à bitter 
thing that we have forſulen the Lord. 
Jer. 2. 19. That we have rebelled a- 
gainſt {ach Love, and ſinned againſt 
ſuch Goodneſs; it muſt make us both 
bluſh and enrag'd at our ſelves at once, 
that we have been ſuch ungrateful 
Wretches and hardy Villains, as not 
to be perſwaded to Duty by all the 
Endearments of Love, nor frighted in- 
to it by all the Terrors of his Threat 
nings. 8 +05 93 £15 n 

And then, fourthly, when we have 
proceeded thus far in a godly Sorrow, 
which worketh Repentance unto Sak 
vation not to be repented of; when 
we have open'd the Sluices of Sorrow MW 
for our Sins paſt, it will be Time to 
take up firm Reſolutions of proving 
the Truth and Sincerity of our Repen- 
rance, by a good Life, and in the Sight 
of God and Men unblameable, as far 
as human Frailty, (which at beſt is but 


| an imperfe& Obedience, ) will permit; N 

| and as we muſt reſolve againſt every 
particular Sin, fo ought we the moſt iſ 
to do, where we moſt obſerve our weak 

; Side and our Failings to lie. And a 


bove 


bove all we muſt take care, that theſe 
W Reſolutions be from the Bottom of our 
Heart; not ſuch Reſolutions as ſick 
= Perſons ſometimes make, who after 
they recover, directly fall to their old 
Way of Living, without ever remem- 
bring their Vows of Amendment; nor 
ſuch Reſolutions as are very common- 
ly made when Men receive the Holy 
acrament, which they either never 
deſign to obſerve, or it afterward ap- 
pears they do not. | 


= For you may take this for granted, 
that whoſoever comes to this Holy Ta- 
ble, without a perfect Abhorrence of 
W Sin, comes not duely prepar'd; and 
that he that does entirely hate Sin, will 
be ſure to forſake it; for no one can a- 
= bide to practice what he hates; and 
therefore before you eat this Bread, 
or drink this Cup, fully examine your 
ſelf; reſolve ſo againſt Sin, to hate 
and deteſt it, as that you may be ac- 
cepted of God; as that from hence- 
forth, you will walk in his moſt holy 
Ways, honour his moſt holy Name and 
his Word; and when you have receiv'd 
the Holy Euchariſt, make it appear to 
the World, that your Reſolutions of 
| future 
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= wa. 
future Obedience are fincere; Let your 
teh: fo fine before Men, that they may 
fer your good works, and glorify your Fe 
ther which is in beaven. ' n 
And ſince J am ſpeaking of the Holy 
Sacrament, give me Leave briefly to 
2dmontth you what are the proper Qua- 
Iificattons to ſuch a Purpoſe. N 
And here I ſhall not have Oceafion 
to remind you, that you muſt thorough. 
Iy repent you of your Sins, for 'this 1 
have done already. | _ 
If you do not heartily and entirel 
renounce all Sin, you cannot be f 
Partakers; and as you muſt renounee 
it, ſo you muſt avoid all Temptations 
or Occaſions that may draw you to it: 
You muſt not only refolve to forſake 
the Sins, but now abhor and deteſt 
*<m. He that lives in his Sins, or hath 
not quite caſt off his Affections to 'em, 
or fome of em, is as yet dead in Tref- 
paſſes: And the holy Sacrament is ſpi- 
ritual Food, and therefore no fit Nou- 
riſhment to thoſe that are dead in Sins 
2nd Treſpaſſes : It is true, ſuch a Man 
may eat the Bread and drink the Wine, 
but inſtead of receiving the Benefit of 
, he eats and drinks his own Damn« We 
tion; 


M 1 þ 
tien; but yet this cannot excuſe a Man 
from Receiving : Why does he not for- 
fake thoſe Sins that render him unfit? 
such Excuſes will not paſs — +; 
= 2. You muſt endeavour to poſleſs 
W yourſelves of all the Graces and Vir- 
mes; uſe your utmoſt to cloath your 
ves with the Wedding-Garment, that 


heavenly Feaſt. Forgive all Men their 
WT rcſpaſſes, as you expect Forgiveneſs of 
yours; as likewiſe be ready to be re- 
concil'd to your Brother, if he have 
WT ought againſt you, as by making Reſti- 
tution for Wrongs, Injuries, or the 
like; for tho' he may be ſo goed a 
We Chriſtian as to forgive thee, yet thou 
FR ought to be fully ſatisfy'd of all this, 
by making thy Application to him, and: 


doing him Juſtice, or what he pleaſes 
to accept, and then thou mayeſt come, 
and bring thy Gift to the Altar. 
f =” Me- 


: Meditate beforehand often on the 
Bleſſed Sacrament which thou art going 
to receive; think how kind thy Savs i 
our is, to be thy heavenly Food and 
Suſtenance. Think what Rudeneſs and 
Diſgrace his Body ſuffer'd,, and what 
Agonies he underwent; and how he 
was at laſt nail'd to the Croſs, and 
there dy'd as a publick Malefactor, to 
ſave thee from Death, and this holy 
Sacrament was appointed as a continu - 
al Memorial of it. And ſpeak cheer- 
fully and ſincerely, and with the great- 
eſt Gratitude, that thou art and wilt be 
always ready thus to ſhew forth hi Ml 
Death till he come; and then after 
wards by a ſuitable Life and Practice, 
make it appear that thou does not give 
the Lye to the Reſolutions and the 
Vows of future Obedience which tho! 
haſt made. O blefſed Lord God ! may 
we all thus remember the Death and 
Sufferings of thy Son and our Saviour, 
Chriſt, till his ſecond Coming, that at 
his ſecond Coming we may rife again to 
that State of eternal Happineſs, which 
he has purchas'd thro' his Blood. | 


- 5. After 
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=». After we have made the ſtrongeſt 
W Reſolutions of Amendment and Refor- 
mation, we muſt daily and indefatiga-- 
bly implore. God's Mercy ſtill for the 
Forgiveneſs of our Sins, and diligent- 
ly beg the Aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, 
to enable us to go thro' with the great 
Work of Repentance; and to ſtrength- 
en us, that we may perform thoſe Re- 
ſolutions that we have made with ſo 
much Seriouſneſs and Sincerity: For, 
alas! of our ſelves we are able to do. 
nothing as we ought to do; if we be 

left to our ſelves, we ſhall never be 
able thoroughly to repent: For Repen- 
tance is the Gift of God, and not in 
our Power; but our Saviour gives the 
= greateſt Grounds to hope, that if we 
do dut diligently ask it of God, he will 
grant our Deſire, if we ask it but in 
his Name: V hat ſocver ye ſhall aſk of 
bod in my Name, be hall give it you, 
and aſt and pe ſhall have, ſeek and ye 
ball find, knock and it ſhall be' open d un- 
A 70 you. Whatever Difficulties may ap- 
og pear in gaining our Victory over Sin, 

God will enable us to conquer all, if 
we do but earneſtly addreſs our ſelves. 
to him for Help and Aſſiſtance: If our 
Hearts 


(4889 
Hearts be hard, he ca n touch 'em with 5 
a Coal from his Altar, and melt them 


into a Chriſtian Temper. If our Temp- 
rations be violent and ftrong, he tan 


make Way for us to eſcape; or if he 


have a Mind for us to undergo the ſe- 
vereſt Tryals, his Grace is ſufficient fot 


us. Let us but take Care to offer ug 


our Petitions to him faithfully, and he 


will keep back nothing from us: If we 

have not hitherto ſo aſk'd anything in 

our Saviour's Name, it is but afkins Wl 

faithfully, and we ſhall receive: Hl 
ly 
Ie 


that offers but up his Prayers ſincere 
and faithfully to God, ſhall in no 
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be rejected: Nothing is more e | 
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than conſtant and fervent Prayer; *tis 

| \ Ai IÞ 113 
the only means to diſarm God's Hand 
of his A nger a gainſt Us, hum bly to pro- = 


ſtrate ourſelves: before him: To fuy- 
plicate againſt his Vengeance, and be- MW 


ſeech him to be reconcil'd to us, and to 
be ſo importunate with him, till at laſt ll 


we perſwade him (as it were) to forget 


our paſt Sins, and to give us Strength 
and Abilities to enable us to fulfil his 


Will, and to ſerve him truly hereafter 


all the Days of our Life. Let us there 
fore thro' the Merits of Chriſt come 
- boldly 
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* 3 0 my 
W boldly to the Throne of Grace, hayi 
obrſt qiligentiy and thoroughly hewail 
W our Sins and manifeſt 'Tranfgreflions, 
and having without any Diſſi mala tion 
made em fully known to him, and then 
ve may be allur d he will more and 
more engthen us to perform dur Re- 
I olution: So that tis our OWN Fault, 
f after we have | proceeded ane Way 
in Repentance, and come to the 1655 
WER cſolitions of a better Life, if we h 
affer Shipwreck, and have an unfor- 
WS tunite Voyagez becauſe wemay be fur- 
nich'd from God With all Ehings neceſ- 
ary ſafely and ſecurely to cars on our 
eñgn, i we can but hei at thier Pains 
of ad benen and Wich 
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And hete 1 cannot but rake Notige öf 
a very vain and vitiqus Practice: Some 
1 Men, thro' Afflictions and Calamitics, 
5 thro' Sickneſſes, (dr tie like, or when 
# Wb good Mood of Gonſideration: | is u pon 
dem, are very earneſtly; bent upon Re- 
W-pentance and do perhaps make ſome 
rs and Advances chen g and while 
hey continue in that Temper, may tive 
much like Chriſtians, bewail their Sins, 
Lonfeſs em heartily to God, and lay 
E open 
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E (50) N 
open their whole Grievances, and un 
load their Conſciences; and yet after 
the Fit of Religion is a little over, for. 
get all, and become the ſame eaſy and 
contented Offenders that they were be. 
fore; are l drawn aſide hy 
their Luſts, and Paſſions, and the 
Temptations of the Devil, and let al 
their Vows and Reſolutions flip. out u 
their Mind : Now this is a moſt fill 

and fantaſtical Reſolution, and is b 
far from putting a Man in a bette WW 
that he is really in a worſe Condition, 
and farther from Repentance than: 
was before; it ſhews him to be a ven 
vain Man, but far from a true Pen: Wl 
tent; he has yet his Repentance to be 
gin afreſh, and an Addition of mot 
Sins to repent of than he had | befor: 
the breaking of his holy Reſolutioꝶ 
and Vows, which are a kind of ſo n-: 
ny Oaths to oblige him to go on 'witl 
His firſt Defigns of Penitence, but u 
feems had no more Power to hold bin 
from his Sins and Luſts, than Sampſon: I 
Bonds had to hold him, and like him, 
when they made their Reſolutions: and 
Vows to God, they told no mo lh 
Fruth, ſpoke no more fincerely . 7 
TT” t: 


. 


. # * ＋ . : 
CID | 2 * 
IP | by - 1 1 
Eg”, "74 TX : by 8 
= 9 : * * 0 * 1 a „ | r * 2. 
TR ; © „ 34 0 8 2 1 E | w E a 5 — a 
by x N . ; = * 7 N 


time he well knew how ineffectual 


Whoſe Bonds would prove. 
= Reſolution is an 1mperfe& Act, and 
is always made in relation to farther 
aas, which if they do not follow, the 
ANan's Reſolution ſignifies nothing at all, 
unleſs to upbraid him, and to convince 

him more abundantly of his Folly and 
Vanity: Men muſt be neither con- 


= We are fully reſolv'd to Iive a good 
Life, anſwerable to what the Grace of 
God requires of ug that hath appeared 
to all Men, to live fobtrly, juſtly, and 
righteoufly in this preſent World: Why 
this is a good Reſolution, but if nothing 
= 2t all for the Performance of this Reſo- 
lution does appear in our Life, to what 
End did we make it, but to our Shame 
and Diſgrace? Did not you reſolve to 
lead a good Life, why what is become 
W of all your Reſolutions? 1 ſee nothing 

Wy 2grece one Tittle with all your Reſoluti- 

ons, but you are the very fame, with- 

E 2 out 


25 


| 0:32) | 7 
out any Variableneſs; or Shadow o 
Changing, the ſame: harden'di Mind 
and the fe me preſumptugus Offender: Wl 

There is nothing to difference youll 
from what you was, {ave only that 
you have found a ne- Way of ſinninz Wl 
1. e. of making Reſolutions and Vow Wl 
of a better Life, and never keeping of 
them, no more than you had made th 
fame Promiſes, in ſome ether Kind, u 
a Man, which it appears by Conf. 
quence you never intended to obſem Wl 

But however theſe, may ſeem ſon: WW 

faint Struggles of Repentance, to ſpel 
the moſt favourably of them, yet thy Bi 
add a great deal of Bulk to a Man 
Guilt, and will. make his Repentanc Wl 
after harder to come bůům i'- 
Let therefore our Reſolutions be f 
Jow'd with a ſuitable Practice; let u 
live as we have reſoly d to live; andi 
we find any Stops or Lets to hinder u 
from making good oux Reſolutions au 
Vows of Amendment, let us ask d 
God to give us Strength, who gigen 
freely and upbraideth not. Cod 
adopted us, who were dead in Tr. 
paſſes and Sins, to be hig Sons, and h. 
| 1 d to be 2 F ather 0 * F 4 
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WE: nd if carthly Parents know how £6 
ive good Gifts unto their Children, 
low much mort does our heavenly 


2 


zo fy more) than any earthly Parent 
an be, in as much as his Bleſſings in- 
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eſſes and Infirmities, in all our Needs 
Ind Neceſſities, with a full Reliance 
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ather know what, in every Kind; 


ee ſtand in need of; and as he has 
ll the Bowels and Kindneſs of a Pa- 
ent, a moſt tender Parent to his Chil- 


ren, fo will he be as bountiful (not 


nitely exceed thoſe of the other; 
ad his Care over us is equal, not to 


y that it exceeds theirs. 


Let us therefore apply our ſelves to 
ur heavenly Father, in all our Wenk 


I nd Dependance upon his Readineſs to 
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WS (ft us in all our Wants and Difficul- 
ies, and to help us out in the Perfor- 


ance of our Reſolutions, when our 


on Strength faileth us. He has pro- 
5d that he will never leave us nor 


gp oriake us, and he, for his Part, will 
and true to his Promiſe. 


* 
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And then, laſtly, if by the Meaſures 
have propos'd to vou we find our 
elves daily to gain Ground, and to 
onquer our Sins, then begins the 

5 E 3 Hopes 
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Hopes of a ſuccefsful Repentance 'more Wi 
to ſhow it ſelf, and we may find our 
felves daily in nearer Degrees to a Re- 
conciliation with Gd. 
A Man is not to think himſelf at the 
End of Repentance, till he has made 
his Reſolutions of a good Life good in 
Fact; as he has made ſeveral Steps and 
Advances in Piety and Virtue, 'ſo his WW. 
Hopes of Pardon will encreaſe, and he 
will feel himfelf to draw nearer Hes 
ven. l e = 
Repentance- 1s a long and tedious 
Work, and it requires ſome conſiders: 
ble Time tc come to Maturity in Reli 
gion, and Ripeneſs for Heaven; the 
Gates of Life are not open'd to us on 
the ſudden; God expects to have 1 
Trial of our Life and good Behaviour 
for ſome conſiderable Time; he ex: 
peds to have a full Acquaintance wick 
our Piety and Virtue, before he will ² 
receive us; elſe if we preſumptuouſly, 
upon a few and weak Efforts in Re. 
pentance, offer to knock at thoſe Gates, 
we ſhall be ſent back with a I know 
you not; I have not found you to be 
ſuch Penitents as you pretend to 'be; 
Not every one that faith Lord, Lord, ſpal 
| . ene 


1 enter the N a; mA Wide > 3 but bs 
hat doth the W al 4 we'd Father which th 
= in Heaven, © 
But if we can plead, that chrough 
our Saviour's Aſſiſtance we have con- 
aquer'd our Luſts and Paſſions; that the 
World is reconcil'd to us and we un- 
to the World; if we can ſay with St, 
Paul, I have fought 4 good fight, I bave 
% my courſe, we may fay alſo with 
him, henceforth there is laid up for me à 
ron of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, 
be righteous judge ſhall give. 
= Perſeverance in Piety and Holineſs 
s the only Thing to give a Man any 
irm Hopes of his Repentance being ac- 
eepted; but while Men are toſs'd to 

nd fro bet wixt their Religion and their 
guſts; one while ſerve God, and ane- 
her while their Inclinations ; fuch a 

E:] Condition can give a Man no Hopes ; 
hc is till led Captive by the Devil at 
3H M Pleaſure ; be? is ſtill in the Gall of 

Bitterneſs, and the Bond of Sin, and 
ie muſt take other Methods in his Re- 

W<ntance before it will be accepted. 
e mult continue and perſevere in the 
Ways of Virtue, and daily preſs more 

orward towards Perfection; ſtrive ſtil}, 


| 0 567) 5 
to attain to farther. Degrees of Pie 
and Virtue; forget the Things tha 
are behind, and preſs towards chose] 
that are before, for the Price of the] 
Be not weary in well ding, for in du 
time you Teil receive your reward if yu 
Faint not. No man ever yet  repentell 
himſelf to have ſpent his Days in the 
Ways of Righteouſneſs, but -many if 
one has that he has not; and-perhayff 


to little Parpoſe. Let us run then 
fore with Patience the Race that is 
before us; let none of the glitterin; Wl 
Bubbles of the World turn us out d 
zur Way f no. Temptation dra uff 


From our Duty; no Allurements, ni 


Suggeftions of Satan break and weaken ET. 


our Reſolutions of faithfully ſerving 
God all the Days of our Life; let than 


be our main End and Deſign, and the 
chief Intereſt we carry on in thi 
World: Let this be done, whatere 
elſe be undone ;, let us add one Vir 
to another, till we come as near 3 
poſſibly we can to our heavenly Fathe« WW 
in Perfection, who is Perfection in thè WW 


Abſtradt, who is Perfection it ſelf: WM 
And if we take but this Courſe, 0 4 


7 « 


_ 


ball never be put to the: Pains. and 
PViſtruſtsof that melancholy. and doubt- 
ful Repentance which is too common- 


0 


V wade upon a Death- bed. 
= Of which Repentance I come at laſt 
to ſpeak. I hope to draw it in ſo axer- 
ting Colours, to repreſent it ſo — 
Erous and full of Hazard, to be atten- 
aded with ſo little Hope, and ſo ſmall 
aſurance at beſt, as to prevail with 
Men not to defer Things of ſo great 
Moment and Import, as their Salvation 
certainly is, to ſuch a daubtful Iſſue. 
And in doing this I ſhall confine. my 
elf chiefly, to infiſt upon the Unfit- 
gneſs and Inability of a dying Man, to 
make thoſe Advances. in Repentance 
= which I have firſt ſhew'd to be neceſ- 
_ ſary to make it acceptable. with God. 
“Alfter then I had told you the Nature 
of Repentance, that it was. a hearty 
and ſincere Sorrow for our Sins, ben: 
by them we had moſt grievouſly offend- 
ed God, and made moſt wretched Re- 
turns for all his Kindneſles to ue, I. 
W told you it was extreme neceſſary, in 
order to true Repentance, to make a 
| E Enquiry into our Life and 
Converſation, from the firſt Time we 
JJ) can 


* %. 
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can remember our ſelves to have had 


true and right Notions of our Duty; 
and now therefore let us conſider in 
what Ability a Man is to remember 
and recollect all his Sins, all the Mi- 
ſtakes and Miſcarriages of his Life up- 
on a Death-bed : Juſt now the Man's 
a going to die; he knows not whether 
Death will come this Night or'in the 
Morning, or it may be defer his eom- 
ing for a few Days; but to he ſure 
will pay his ungrateful Viſit ſhorty; 
and now the Man has to repent when 
he is going to die; a Thing he could 
not think it worth his while to do be- 
fore: And to begin this Repentance, he 
has to recollect and call to Mind all his 
Sins; and, alas! what can he do in the 


Caſe ? Its well if he can remember à L | 


thouſandth Part of them. He has 
liv'd Forty, Fifty, or Sixty Years in the 


World, and perhaps has not ſpent one 1 


Day well in all theſeYears; but, could he 


remember, he has run deeply on ſcore 


in Sin, and a black Catalogue of horrid 


Vices to ſnew to his Shame and Diſgrace; | 
Let us now, that are in Health, try if 


we can call to Mind how we have em- 


ploy'd all our Time; what Good, or 


rather 
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rather what Evil we have done on eve- 
ry particular Day, and what Commands 
we have broken? Our Accounts, I 
doubt, after a moſt diligent Search and 
W Enquiry, will prove ſo imperfect, that 
Ws we muſt offer them in with Bluſhes 
and Confuſion of Face, that we have 
WE liv'd ſo unaccountably, and we muſt 
be forc'd, with the Pſalmiſt, to expreſs 
our ſelves after the ſtricteſt Examinati- 
on; who knoweth how often he offendeth, 


0 cleanſe thou me from my ſecret faults ? 
Not but that I do fully believe, our 
good and merciful God, will forgive 
ins that are forgotten of us, upon à 
general Confeſſion, (after we have uſed 
our utmoſt Endeavours to diſcover. 
them, and could not, by a careful Exa- 

== mination) if we pour but out our Souls 

to him in a true and unfeigned Sorrow, 
and with a full Deteſtation and Abhor- 
We rence of all Sin; and if we, who are 
= now in Health, can but ſo imperfect- 
ly call to Mind our paſt Life, muſt 
WE make ſo many Omiſſions in taking in 
the Accounts of it; a ſick Perſon, who 
is juſt upon the Confines and Borders 
of his Grave; juſt upon leaving this 
World, and upon his Journey for ano- 
mm =  _ _ 


(60) N 
other, being afflicted with ſo many 
bodily Pains, and ftartled with - {6 
dreadful Convulfions of Mind, upon 
the Proſpe& of ſo conſiderable. 1 
Change as he is going to make, will 
be able to do little or nothing in re- 
collecting his paſt Life; he may re- 
member that he has been a great Sin- 
ner, a grievous Offender, - againſt the 
repeated Inſtances - of God's Bleſlings 
and Goodneſs ; that neither the Love 
of God, nor the Fear - of him, neither 
his Promifes, nor his Threats, could 
draw him to his Duty; and may, in the 
Groſs, own the Perverſeneſs of his BW 
Ways ; but a Man in the Condition 
aforeſaid, cannot dwell long upon 
theſe Thoughts; the tedious Pains and 
Aches of a ſickly State, will call of 
his Mind in Spite of all his Intention; 
they will not be forgotten; he mult 
feel every Pang, every Sting of em; 
and, you know, unleſs a Perſon ſtick BY 
cloſe to any Buſineſs he's a Mind to 
diſpatch, it will not go forward, nor 
can be brought to any Perfection; not 
therefore can any Perſon to any hope- 
ful Effect call to Remembrance all 
his paſt Life (however neceſſary, it. is 


F 
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to occaſion à full Degree of Sorrow 
and Contrition for it) amongſt ſo ma- 
ny Avocations, under the Senſe of 
ſo much Pains of Body; or, if the 
Ws Pains of Bady were more mild and to- 
tlerable, as ſometimes it happens to ſick 
perſons, yet ſtill they are nut fit to 
make an exact Enquiry into their Life 
W paſt. A Multitude of Sins behind out 
Back, and a Hell before our Face, will 
raiſe 12d Convulſions in our Souls, 5 
and Confcience, perhaps, may tell us, 
tis now to little Purpoſe to offer to ex- 
amine our paſt Lives, and to repent ; 
=s our Sins and Provocations are almoſt 


\® 


3 like the Stars of Heaven for Multitude, 


a] 


— 


or the Sand upon the Sea: Shore; it 
ſtartles the Conſcience to call em to 

Mind, they appear ſo horrid and black; 
and, alas! what Hopes is there? What 
Good to be done? Tae Man knows 
not what to do, being preſs'd with the 
rief of a wounded Conſcience, and 

diſcourag'd with the near Approaches 
of Death : His Heart: faints within 


him, the dreadful Proſpect of an Eter- 
= ity, upon which he is about to enter, 
woſt ſadly ruffles and diſorders his 
1 Soul, fills him full of Amazement and 


Diſtruſt 
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_ _ "uſe, for thinking of it, with all the Wl 
dreadful Retinue of Miſchiefs that 


U 
+ 
41 
$47 
* 
NI 
* 
\ 
wh 
1 
7 
* 
1 
Tl 
140 
4 
U 1 
1. 
2 91 
N 
41 
I 
1 
2 
LES 0 
ih 
7 5 
% 
'14 _ 
4 
4 
ih 
i \ 
17 r:% 
A +: 7 
"i: . 
111 0 
N. * 
. ? 
1 
5 
ad br 
Ft ; 
* [ ; 
1 
4 
4 3 
vi 
135 4 
i, N 
. 
"4 N 
* 8; ; 
F 
. 4 
. 
J. * 
» N38 
+: 99 
2858S 
. 3 
wh, q = 1 
wy, 71 — 4 
7 
; £ 
8 4 
$i 4 
v 34 þ4 
£Y 
W ; r 
- 21/4 
%- 7 
8 N 
47 N 
1 
$i : 
44 . 
| * 
i o 
5 


this ſhould be done difcreetly and h- 


22 23 e ps fon x; 
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Hour, and to refer ſuch Buſineſs to 


(62) 
Diſtruſt ; he cannot well, or to an 
Comfort, caſt his Eyes back upon his 
paſt Life, Death is fo, near and terti- Wl 
ble; he cannot well think of anything 


may attend it, and he has all the Rex 
ſon in the World to fear, will: The 
Pangs of Death have already. encom- WW 
paſs d him, and the Pains of Hell got 
Hold upon him. 2771.) 121 261 Wl 
Beſides, the ſpiritual Concerns of the 
Man, and the Care of his Soul; he = 
may have many temporal Buſineſſa Wl 
to diſpatch ; he may have an Eſtate to 
diſpoſe of, and this is a Thing that 
muſt be done, and generally com 
mands our Care, let what will become 
of our Souls; and indeed it is very fit 


neſtly; but then, to leave the Ms 
nagement of this Affair to a dying 


ſuch. a Juncture, wherein we ought 't» 
have notbing more to do, then to trim 
up our Lamps for an Eternity, is 2 
moſt dangerous Encroachment upon 
ſo valuable a Part of our Time, and 

every Thing will be done with that 

| Hurry 


WT Hurry, (eſpecially, in relation to the 
Difference bet wixt the doing of it ox 
the letting it alone; ſo that -you ſee 
=: dying Perſon is very unca pable of 
performing the firſt Part of Repentance, 
to enquire into his Eife and Conver- 
ſation. But ſuppoſe he be able to 
: 5 | enquire pretty narrowly into his Life 
and Converſation, which to be ſure 
vill take up ſome Time, and more 
than generally Men have to ſpare, 
= when they come to die. {Suppoſe 
they have no Pains of Body to diſturb 
em, no impertinent world '- Concerns 
to manage, but have nothing but their 
eternal State to take Care for. 


„ 
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et, let us conſider, in the 2d place, 
how ſucceſsfully this Repentance is 
WS likely to proceed. That the Man has 
examin'd his Life as narrowly as he 
can, then he muſt make an honeſt 
and ſincere Confeſſion of his Sins to. 
God, without any Concealment of 
their foul and aggravating Circumſtan- 
ces, which is a very Aifficult Taſk, and 
== what we cannot well attend to in a 
fickly State; nor can he readily re- 
: member 


2 


Courſe of his Life; how often be 


Hands in that Kind, when all the 


fin with leſs Remorſe of Conſjews 11 


(54 
member, how perverſe. and ſtubboih 
He has been; how ungrateful and 
diſingenuous —— the whole 


Has ſinn'd againſt the Checks of Con- 
Feience, the plain Revelation of God's 
Will, and the Motions of God's Ho 
Spirit, enclining him to Goodneg 
and Virtue, yet all to no Effect. 
A many Circumſtances! there ze, 
which mightily heighten and ihflame 8 
Sins, and will cloath a fmall Sin, u 
Compariſon, in a very ugly and de 
form 14 Dreſs; and of ſuch like Ci. 
cumſtances a Man can but at beſt-1e 1 
member little, and therefore his C. 
Fefſion is like to be very imperfe&; be 
muſt confeſs his Sins by Halves — I 
tho' God may make Allowances, aftet 
reat Endeavours to diſcover our Sia Wl 
Lak been uſed, yet there can be 06 
great Hopes of receiving Favour: at-bs 1 


# P W 1 8 
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Happens thro' our own Neglect, when 
Men have for their whole Lives ſtro 
to keep themſelves as much in g 
rance of their dns as they could, for 
got em on Purpoſe, that they might | 


tia. end. feed fs MN Om EE ED 


and not have their Pleaſures interrupt- 
ed by ſuch melancholy Reflections. 
And beſides, there are the ſame Ob- 
ections to be made againſt the Oppor- 
WF tunity of confeſſing our Sins, that I 
have told you was againſt- our Con- 
Veniency of making a perfect Enqui- 
ry into em upon a Death-Bed ; the 
== Pains and Aches of the Body, ſo that 


2 Man cannot attend to religious Mat- 


ers; the ſower Qualms of an ill Con- 
ſcience, which ſo diſcompoſe the Man, 


chat he knows not what to do; and 


Whis State appears ſo intolerably dan- 


© | gerous, that he cannot abide: to think 


Wmoſt be huddled up into a Heap, 


of it; fo that the Confeſſion of ſuch 
We Perſon's Sins, to God, is likely te 
be extremely imperfect; all Things 


F E into a God be merciful to me a Sinner. 
But let us ſee, in the 3d Place, in what 
a Condition the Death-Bed Penitent is; 


to cxpreſs a proportionable Degree of 
= Sorrow for the Greatneſs of his Sins 
and if he be ſo uncapable of perform- 
ing che two foremention'd Degrees of 


WT Kepentance, he cannot be qualified for 
this Performance: If a Man be not 


1 
WH 
* 
25 
* 7 
E 
2 9 J 
— * 


fully ſeafible of the Foulneſs and Greats 
=_ - -- * neſs 


Tan. 


neſs of his Crimes, how can he-ſuffici. 
ently lament em? How can there be 
wrought in him that degree of godly 
unto Salvation, not to be repented of? 
A Man ſhould draw the heavieſt India. Wl 
ment againſt himſelf, to make himſelf 
ſufficiently ſorrowful ; and if his bod 
ly Pains. will not allow him to take; 


Sorrow, which worketh Re 


Survey of his Life paſt, but in a ven 


imperfe& Manner at beſt, his Sorrov WW 
will likely be of the ſame kind, very 


e 


imperfect, and not be rightly proport: 


on'd to the degree of his Sins, and then Wi 


aggravating Circumſtances; he wil 


but ſpend a few Tears, when many ar 

. . 3 2 G* 'F / 9 1 5 
„requir'd; drop a Tear, when his om - i 
13 


£ ſhould guſh out with Water; be a 
tle ſorrowful, when he ſhould weep 


bitterly: Befides, if the Man's Heart 


ESE 


be ſo far diſſolv'd into Sorrow, that he 
may ſeem exceſſively to be concerned 
for his Sins, if he can weep bitterly 


for em, be grievoufly troubled that h: 


has been ſo unwiſe as to be guilty af 


'em, yet he begins but firſt to exprels 
this Grief for his Sins when he is about 
to dye; he could commit 'em before, Wl 
without any Trouble or W of 
on- 
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Ws with Pleaſure, and take Delight in 
WS choſe that did the ſame Things; how 
= happen'd that he did not think it ſo 
evil a Thing and bitter, to have tranfk- 
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Conſcience; could commit his Sins 


greſs'd againſt God in the Time of 


Health and Proſperity > How comes 
the Man now to be il 

He was before, and for his whole Life, 
WT 2 chearful and unrepenting Offender; 
T — could ſtop him in his Courſe; 
he coul 


ſo unlike himſelf? 


d commit Sin with Greedineſs, 
drink down Iniquiry as the Ox drink- 
eth down Water, with a mighty Thirſt. 


Ss Why now he repents, and he is hearti- 
ly ſorry for his Sins! What is the 
Meaning of all this, to run upon the 
= Score of Sin a whole Life, to encreaſe 
che Score of Sorrow at Death? Why 
the Thing is here, Men will never re- 


pent, till Death preſent 'em with all 


che hideous Dangers of Impenitence; 
bo that tis neither any Love they truly 
bear to God, or any real Hatred and Ab- 
horrence they have of theit Sins, that 
makes em repent. Tis nothing but 
heir preſent Danger; they could hug 


their Sins in their Boſoms to their 


rave, but only they are afraid of be- 


1 ing 


"£1 68 by. 
n'd-for 'em. , Hinc L 
5 Lu This is all the 4 
Sorrow: e T could have ö 1 
ed into his Grave with dry Eyes, but 
that he Fears he has liv'd.ſo ll, as tobe if 
xtreamly upon the Hazard as to | 
tate in the next Life; he could 5 
into the next World with the fame Y 
Cou rage that the ſtout Roman did 3 into | 1 ' 
that large Chaſm in the publick Foran, W 
Aach $i his Sins about him, did WW 
dread the Iſſue: And now do you nat 1 | 
think that God. is ready to open hu Wl 
Arms wide to receive, ſuch a Penitent) 
That the Gates of Heaven ſhall be made i 
pen for him before the Time he: be 
2. and the holy Angels ready 1 0 | 
conduct him thither: No, no, God 
not to be impos'd upon he is not 6 E 4 
ealy to be reconcil'd he knows the 
Reaſon of all the. Man's, Sorrow and 
Grief, he is afraid of being loſt and Wl 
undone for ever; he is not ſo muck Wl 
b troubled that he has. offended. Gol . 
= and. againſt ſo good a God, but he 
' afraid 0 NN w_ = ander 1 1 
ag and this, indeed, is a 
tha, for A 4 Mas. to ve e roubled, 


3 13 
2 7 
5 2 
1 
ing a BY + 
<P 15 1 
> of " ; 
2 
al "Ru 


* 
Fl 
' 
j 
= 
_ 
if 
' 
1 
U 
1 
. 
8 
't 
1 
N £4 
1 + 
1 i} 
' us 
: ks 
id $9 + : 
} iv 
1 
, 
-vi 
+ © as 
, a 
4 
Li 
1 
i 3k 
=. 
TY 
4 1 
thr 


r 3 
8 © IR 


— _—_— 
—— 


— — 0-8. Fab os 
\ | 0 n 
„115üů⸗ẽ 1 | nn rat * ee e f I go nt oe 

: 4 IRC ˙ REL 
— es — error ute. 5 — 

DD 5 — : 
: 
” 


„ 
EY 
% SRI „ 
r 
4 HY 87 k 
3 FEI 4 
, © 9 _— 
e 7 
2 5 8 
3 
75 Go 
N 
iq my 
. 7 
1 7 
« 
* 
2 
N 
Rey 
Es - 
1 
RES © 
* AY 
* 


2 


is | wurk to be ard Af the only Mo 

1 tive of ſuch a Penitent's Sorrow.” 
And this brings me in the gth Plies 
WT to: confider, in what 3 Condition ſuch 
2 Mar is yet to purſue his Repentanice, 
by making Reſofutions of Amendment 
ind Reformation. We will fuppoſe that 
he has enquir'd inte his paſt Life, con- 
feſs'd his Sins to God, expreſs'd a great 
deal of Sorrow for em, and is now 
fully reſolv'd againſt Sin's and what 
is the Reafon now he ot begins to 
reſolve againſt She? What any — 
We conjecture by his former Life, *he ba 
reſolv'd to engage in Sit ns lon 
he could; now He's reſelvid a 08 
Sin, just as a fk Man 1e refohwe" 2 
aainſt Meat becauls che Has nb See 
4 mach to it. 1881 og d ein 
Heis theo: UAE? Sickinefs, ri 
3 like, quite difabled from 'purfing his 
Tufts any longer; he has ſervid-the 
bDevis, the World; and che Pleſh 38 16 
as he can, and nos yu repents, and 13 
reſelv'd to ferve God, whön Re is unt 
cd ſerve any ching elfe; when lie n 
W ſerve the Devil, the World and the 
r, now for Religion, now 
Vertue, when the Coffin 
4 and 
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(70) 
and the Winding Sheet are preparing 
for his Burial : Now he is fully re- 
ſolyv d againſt Sin, and his Reſslution 
in ſome Sort is likely to be made-good; 
for he has not much more Time to fin 
in; and Death itſelf will put Bound 
to his Wickedneſs, tho“ — could not 
ſee any Tins: to put — to it be 
fore. 5 WA nt: 7 
No this is ſuch an unmannerh, 
nay provoking Proceeding with God, 
as cannot eaſily be declared, Quand 
an ang: ad me itur; when 
2 Man can thruſt himſelf into no Ser- 
vice elſe, then he applies himfelf 0 
God; and now he is importunate to be 
taken into his Favour; and makes large 
Promiſes, that he will never forſake 
his Service, tho' there cannot be the 
leaſt- Reaſon; given in ' Favour of hi 
future elk ; and if God takes ſuck 
a Perſon into his Service, who has 
po diſabled. himſelf for ſerving. bis 
rect Enemies, which yet he obſtinate- 
did as long as he could—— O the 
abe, the Riches of the Goodneſꝰ 
and Mercy of God ! Let us conſidet 
with — a Face ſuch a Perſon can 
IV himſelf. to God. | O God, 70 
ins 
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rents; but now I perfectly ſee my 
olly, bewail and ſadly lament it: 1 


#208 


hve been a moſt ungrateful Wretch; 


"7 


bas reſolv'd, as — as I was able, 
oo follow my own Ine inations; to be 
guided by my Paſſions and Luſts, and 
never to think of thee, and my latter 
And; but now when Death preſents it- 
elf, I have a different View of Things; 
my Sins are Gall and Wormwood to 
me; they afford no Reliſn, becauſe 1 
am not able to purſue em any longer: 
herefore, O God; now I turn to thee; 
have a great Mind and Deſire to be 
fav'd; I have been extravagantly fool- 
ih 1 muſt confeſs, but now I come to 
ga more ſerious Confideration of Things, 
and if my Life was to be lengthen d 
out to its double Length, all of it ſhould; 
be employ'd in thy Service; I wound 
live a good and pious Life; herein 
vould I exerciſe my "ſelf, to have a 
= Conſcience void of Offence; towards 
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God and towards Man 1 Do nat; off F 1 
Lord, difappoint me of this G | 4 15 
have laid, to live as I lift; while IA, 

and to go to Heaven when I die. — i 
Abſwer: do we think will God make 1 
Fach a Petition > With what Patien WW 
will he hear the Prayers of fuch : 

Penitent? And yet this I fear is th 
true Interpretation of ſuch late Repen Wl 
tance: Men would never repent: bu 
for fear of Hell, or ever beg Merc 1 


but 1 in Hopes of Heaven. 


And God, who knows the Heart af 9 
fuch a Penitent, will not, we may b Wl 
{ure, accept of ſuch à forc'd Repet- 'Y | 


tance; a Repentance, which was" only 


to die every Moment, and 


extorted from a Man thro the Term WW 
of Death, and the Apprehenfions of 
future Judgment. If a Pian could de 
ſire to have the ſame Reprieve grant. 
ed that King Hezek:2b had ; if he con Bl 
be ſure of having 13 Years added mom, 
to his Life, there would be a fair O. 
for the Trial of the Sincerity 
of his Repentance; but to pretend u 
— Sanctity and "Holineſs when ve Y 
EX 3 
reſolve to lay but the gelt of our Time 

uy "BY Servics-of Wed? . 1 
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cloſion, this is nothing but flattering 
Cod, and ſpeaking him fair, in hopes 


to gain his Favour; tis 
== Man ſhould run into a va 
all his Life take no Care to pay it, 
= when he comes to die lament his * 
W juſtice, and tell his Creditor, if 
W plcas'd God to prolong his Days, 
= ſhould never loſe a Farthing by him; 


Debt, and 


18 as if 2 


1 


he 


"4 
* - 
* 


Days, have a little Patience with 


and I will pay thee all. And thus we 


W would do.Juſtice to Men, and perform 


2} our Duty to God, on the Condition of 
WE ſuch Terms as will never be granted 


3 us: We would deſire F orbearance, | 


w Dy the Things which belong. to | thy 


þ Peace, but now t va 
Hes: Thou haſt abuſed that Goodneſs 


Ws which ſhould have led thee to 


= when the Day of Forbearance and long 
We Sutfering is over. But to ſuch. Per · 
ſons, what our Saviour ſaid over tho 
miſerable City Feruſalem, are very ap- 
= plicable;: IF thou hadſt known in this 


: 


SW. 33 
4 


hey are hid from 


ana long Suffering of God, all a — | 


W tance, and now like a broken Merchant 


G opa T - 
riſon, 


W ould compound for «Trifle in 
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. 3 
riſon, for all the vaſt Debts thou haſt 
eontracted in thy whole Life, and wou dt 
wipe out all thy Sins with a few Tears; 1 
with a God be merciful to me 4 Sinner; Wl 
with a let me die the Death of tht righteous Wl 
and let my laſt End be like bin. 'Fhis'is 
dow nright Fraud and Injuſtice, what- 
ever thou mayſt think of it, and will be 
efteem'd no better with God; thou haſt i 
defign'd to rob and deprive him of the 

Worſhip and Reverence thou oweſt all 
thy Life, and hopeſt to come off with 
2 Gave ; Acknowledgment of the Debt 13 
after all, and with a few Vows and 
Promiſes of more ſincere Obedience af- 
ter ward; hopeſt to reconcile thy ſelf, 
when thou art in a great Meaſure con- 
vinc'd that there ſhall never be an Op 
portunity of trying the Sincerity of 
em. God knows ſufficiently how ſuch 
a Penitent would have behav'd hin- 
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felf had he liv'd, and accordingly will 
deal with him; and there are fo many 
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Inftances of Perſons that have made 
fuck Advances in Repentance, upon 
Afflictions, or Sickneſfes, and all to as 
little Effect as if they'd never made em 
that à Man muſt be very ſuſpicious of 

himſelf, as to his. future Behaviour; if Wn! 
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it ſhould pleaſe God to prolong his 
Days: When that Man recovers, the old 
W Temptations generally draw forth the 
me Sins; he will return with the Dog 
to his Vomits, and with the Sow to 
his wallowing in the Mire. And then, 
if the Man had happen'd to have died 
in this good Mood, God, who knew 
now che would have liv'd, if he had 
liv'd longer, will judge him, not ac- 
WW cording to what he ſays; but according 
to what he would have done had he 
liv'd longer. I wonder what Hopes 
of God's: accepting ſuch a Man's Re 
pentance he can propoſe to himſelf? 
[ho God be truely repreſented in the 
Holy Goſpel to be merciful; yet how 
aan ſuch a harden'd Sinner have the 
face to expect his Mercy; will God 
ew Wonders among the Dead, or 
amongſt Perſons that are as good as 
= 1 am very certain it will be a Sort 
of a Miracle, if the weak Efforts of 
the Repentance of old Age, or a Death · 
Bed, can move God's Pity and Com- 
paſſion: I deny not che Poſibility of 
ric Thing; but a Man cannot make a 
reater Venture, unleſs his laſt Ad be 


- 


FS - * 
. 


wilful 


W 


wilful Murder of himſelf, and indeed 
2 wilful Diſobedience from a Man 
whole Life to the known Methods fs; 
bis Salvation, are no inconfiderable 
Steps to 4 voluntary making away 'Our 3 

Souls, and running em upon eternal 
Perdition; and what can we ſay fn 
eur ſelves, if God then laugh at on 
Ruin and Deſtruction? We cannn Wl 
complain, that he has not afforded u 
Means for our Salvation; and that he has 
not done his utmoſt to ſave us: What 
could the Lord have done. more to hy s T 
Vineyard, than what he has done 1 
Ut; wherefore, when he might ven 
juſtly have expected it to have brought 
foreh Grapes, is it not ſtrange that 1 
fhonld bring forth wild Grapes; tha ln 
#8 his Care and Pains for our San. 
tion ſhould be to no Purpoſe; unleſ u 
epbraid our Folly, and cover ug with 
Shame. There is nothing in the Wor 
more firmly believ'd by me; than that 
God is infinitely: tender of the Welfar 
_and&-EÞppines; of his Creatures; bot 
when he has done his urmoſt: to (vs, bu: 
and we. negle& the Means, thy Judy BY 
ments, O God, are juſt and righteous 


altogether; if thou deliver us to inh. 
zuin m 


7. 
wr 
We 
1 ty 
5 
< my 
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no Apology for our ſelves; 


= 0 T7) 
nt our own. Choice, and condemn us 
to eternal Puniſhment,” we can make 


we have 


2 9 — — drawn the umme 


on our own Heads. 


— come to any Degrees of Aſſurance, that 


And laſtly, therefore let us cinkies 
in what Condition a dying Man, or 
one that is not far from Death, is; ts 


; hinRepentance ſhall be accepted of Gold. 
Now a Man cannot preſently, after a 
vicked and profane Life, tho he have 


Cres, when the Thief that was crus 
3 | venir, kim 


W Grievouſneſs of his Sins, make 4 hea 
and fincere Confeſhon of:: 'em:to G 
and full Reſolutions of-living more 2 


neſs of his Time will allow it, Which 
the Man aſſar'd that God has 


would ſpenk to him with an audible 


enquir'd dilizently into it, lament the 


greeable both to Spirit and Reaſon 


jets I ſay, granting the Penitent to 
ve advanced thus far, if the Shorrs 


yet is little to be relied on, how is 


pardon'd 
and forgiven his Sins? If the Lord 


Voice from Heaven; Af in as plain 
Words as our Serien did upon the 


aty'd by him, pray'd unto him to re- 
when he came to his King+ 
| dom, 


— TIES 
_———_ Cnz ne 
dom, This Day ſhalt thou be with' me Wi 
Paradiſe: If the filent Whiſpers of 
God's holy Spirit, would breathe any 
Comfort into his Soul; nay, if be 
could but quiet and compoſe the 'Out- 
cries of Conſcience, by laying hold on 
the comfortable Promiſes of God's holy 
Word, there would then be ſome Hopes 
of Heaven: But Men muſt not exped 
Miracles to be wrought for em; the 
ordinary Means of Salvation are pro 
pos'd and declar'd to the World, and 
the Sound of the Goſpel is gone out 
thro' all Nations, and if Men will ſtoy 
their Ears, or, what is worſe, hear and 
promiſe Obedience to it, and never 
think of making their Promiſe good, 
till they can have no Time to judge, 
whether the utmoſt they can then per- 
form in that Kind will procure God' 
Favour : What can they expect? Fot 
our coming to a Peace and Reconcihs Wi 
tion with God, is not to be judged 
from our preſent Sorrow of our Sins 
however greats it be; but from out 
ſubduing and conquering of 'em after i 
wards, and at laſt gaining an entitt Wl 
Victory over them; ſo that there 18 
great deal to do in Repentance, _ . 
18 I 
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fection: Our Victory over our! Luſts 
and Paſſions is no eaſy Matter, but re- 
W quires a great deal of Pains and In- 
duſtry; 'tis a difficult Matter to hin- 
der Sin from reigning in our mortal 
= Bodies, when it has had ſo long a 
Ws Reign, and govern'd all our Actioas 
for our whole Lives without Control. 
Sin will (by fo long a Space of I ime! 2 
have gotten a ſettled and eſtabliſſ̃d 
Dominion in our Hearts, and be ſcarce, 
if ever, rooted ort. Bhs: 
We ſhall but be able to get Ground 
of it by little and little; juſt as Virtue 
and Piety gets greater and greater 
Strength in us, ſo will the Strength 
of Sin decreaſe and leſſen: And this 
Thing cannot be expected to be done 
vith any great Expedition; the Habits 
of Sin, contracted by a whole Life's 
Practice, will be hard to remove; they 
are, as it were, faſten'd and rivetted 
nn our Nature; have fully gain'd our 
Hearts, our Love, and Liking ; have e- 
ſtrang'd our Minds to Virtue and Good- 
= neſs, and the Offices of Religion; ſo 
that as the Man's Heart will be little 
dliſpos'd to forſake his Sins, or if it be 
* enclin'd 


great Difficulty in doing it, he will be 


Man ftrait who is bow'd down with 


(80) 1 
enclin'd that Way, yet he will find 


every now and then relapſing into his 
former State, and he will find much 
ado to ſhake off the Yoke; his old 
Luſts and Paſſions will recoil upon 
him; his Cuſtom of Sinning will be ſo 
inter woven with Nature, that he muſt 
put off both together, if he be minded 
to part with one; it will be as hard 
for him to be good, as to make that 


old Age to the Ground; then the 
Power of the Devil will be at its full 
Height in a manner over him, and hi 
Strength to reſiſt him, like the Strength 
of old Age to perform manly Actiom 
very unfit for the Combat ; and tho 
that ſubtil Serpent has tempted hin 
on to enjoy the World, and to full 
the Luſts of his own Heart, to ſatisfy MW 
his Curiofity in every Thing that Wk 
baſe and finfal, for all his paſt Liſe mn 
telling him, Deum efſe placebilem, chu 
God 1s eaſy to be appeas'd ; that It 
will be pacify'd for a multitude of 

Sins, and grant Pardon upon ealy 
Terms, nay, his own Hand may make 
him ſo preſumptuous ; yet, now * 3 
| the 
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W the Man draws near Death, he will be 
J eee the Dream and Deluſon, 
and he will be preſented with another 
6 294” BP 1 nn as —- % F 

WT pear exceeding ſinful, and Virtue to 
be really and: truly lovely and amia- 
ble, and yet the Man not in Ability 
3 C248 19 eee - eau 8 241 
WT to make Choice of it or if he ſtrive. 
Wo do it, can but have ſmall Hopes of 
Succeſs : has nothing but the Grace of 

Cod to rely on; he is perfectly ſtript, 
and turn'd naked of all other Strength; 

Wand what Reaſon he has to expect that, 


Which he hath deſpis'd all his Life, 


does not eaſily appear; nor can he, up- 
on any good Grounds, deſire it, or look 
for it ; God has made a plain Declara- 
ion of his Will to the World; his 
Grace hath appear'd unto all Men, but 
ot upon thoſe large and Jooſe Terms, 
s if Men might live at their Pleaſure, 
Ind walk in the Ways of their own 
leart as long as they had a Mind, and 
could command God's Grace to repent, 
nd to amend, when they pleas'd ; his 
Prace hath appear'd to teach us to 
deny Ungodlineſs and Worldy Luſts; 
he hath choſen' us to be a peculiar 


7 cople to him, zealous of good Works, 


ang 
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and to live ſo, a h in 
time, and, no 15 aake.” only our: 
Attempts of a godly \ Lite, 4 | 


9 5 


Weeks, or Days, 0 4 | 
Death. 'T 5 n ten e Goa vl 
ſome Purpoſe ! Tis a mel Fatg lerabk : 
Piece of Pen is A, pd I 


lous Neglect and Contempt o 
Grace! 55 l f. as Ife we BoA vol ON 
Half of the. Scriptures, is mexciiy 


and gracious, Promiſes to inners, but 
thought all the reſt b, h 4s 
Threats, Indignatian, © rath, a 
vieſt Diſpleaſure againſt all weh ee ? 
reſolv'd, to continue to be. f. 5 al 
Death, or at leaſt till old Age, 1 | 
withſtanding all his Calls, to Re pen- 
tance and Offers. of Pardon) to he 2.0 
meer Fable. << 
But if the Word ſpoken by \r gelz 4 
was ſtedfaſt, and WIL Tranſgreſſion | 7 
of Diſobedience receiv'd a juſt Reconr, f 
pence of Reward, how ſhall we eſcape 
if we neglect ſo great Salvation, which, I 
comes offter'd” to us by the Son of 30d, 
and ſo ſtrongly 'confirm'd and atteltsd 
to by God himſelf, - Hob. 2.2, Ge, 
But it m 1K be ſaid, Men that 1660. | 4 
fo put off Eperitance to their 8 E 2 
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2 80 1 
End, do really value and believe the 


Holy Scriptures as the very Word 
Cod); they are fully convinc'd of 
Cod's Goodneſs in redeeming em; 
ey do not deſpiſe God's Grace, but ad- 
mire, and are thankful for, it, and hope 
ſelves, by Repentance, for the Mercy of 
God, and to partake. of it. But can 
Where be any greater Sign of contem- 
ning or deſpiſing 3. Thing, than when 
W: Gift is freely and frankly offer'd, and 
en eaſy Terms, then not to receive it? 
oes it not look very like deſpiſing the 
race of God that rene 


f Men will not deny Ungodlineſs an 
gr orldly Luſt to receive it, to be capa- 
le of it? Is it not like Contempt, that 
len lend a deaf Ear to all God's, Com- 
ands; nor does it appear any Way, 
q n dy their Life, that . they value any of ; 
is Threats? And if it do not, how can 
e Man reaſonably look for God's 
race to make him à true Penitent? I. 
ray God none of us may ever run 
hat dangerous Venture, to pat Things 
us to the laſt; for, as I take it, a 
: © t eaſily run a greater Ha- 
ard. 
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Nor, therefore, can I ſee any good 
Reaſons for ſuch to believe their Par. 
don ſeal'd in Heaven, before they go 
hence and be no more ſen. 
I do. not deny the Power of God: 
he can fetch Water out of a flinty 


Rock, ſoften the hardeſt Heart, melt 
a Man down into the deepeſt Sorrow 
arid Contrition for his Sins, and bring 
him into a truer, Chriſtian Temper, in 
a ſhort Time, than it's poſſible a Per- 
ſon that. has not ſuch extraordinary 
Portions of his Grace can attain to in 
many Years.. But this is not according 
to the Methods of his Providence ; and 
no Man has the leaſt Grounds to think 
he ſhall be fo dealt with. If one Per. 
ſon was ſav'd under the Tortures of 
Death upon the Croſs, cou'd we. call 
him a wife Man that ſhou'd expect the 
ſame? If the Iſraelites were fed with 
Manna from Heaven, if the Fowls of 
the Air are cloath'd of God, what 
cou'd we think him to be other than 
a Fool, who neglected the ordinary Ml 
Means of providing himſelf Meat and 
Cloathing in Hopes of the like Miracle 
of Providence 2 The Man's Folly 
might be pity'd, but never rn 

| Eo 
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. „ 
and it does not appear to me, but 
thoſe are much greater Fools who 
neglect the Means of Salvation all their 
Life-time, in Hopes of being ſav'd by 
no leſs a Miracle. For we muſt conſi- 
der our Caſe and the Thief's upon the 
Croſs is quite different; he embrac'd 
W Chriſtianity as ſoon as he heard of it; 
but we have liv'd under the conſtant 
WS Profeſſion of it, may be, almoſt for 
our whole Lives, and are little better 
for it; and cannot look back upon 
any Part of our Life, but may have 
reaſon to bluſh at our Incotkigibleneſs 
and Obſtinacy, ingrateful Returns for 
God's Mercy, and open Profaneneſs 
Hagainſt his Laws. i 
And yet ſtill I might urge farther 
the Dangerouſneſs of a late, and ef- 
pecially of a Death-bed Repentance ; 
s the Hurry of Viſits, which are every 
now and then diſturbing and breaking 
62.4 ; o 0 . * 5 
off ſuch Men's Devotions with aſking 
ef their Health, and what Hopes the 
Fhyſician has of 'em, where moſt of 
heir Grievance is, with the Throng of 
Friends and Attendance, who indeed 


N " 


ere neceflary on ſuch Occafions ; 
ad lomcrimes they have con{iderable 
: (G3 - 
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Diſturbances from the unreaſonably pat. 


fionate Grief of their Relations; ſo that 
when their whole Thoughts ſhould bein 


Heaven, they are drawn down to the 
Earth: I do not ſpeak thus much ta 
accuſe ſuch Practices, but I would have 
a Man in that State and Condition 


when he comes to die, as that tho Hu. 
manity and natural Affection may keey 
his Eye now and then fix'd upon thy 
World, yet, that his Soul can preſently 


mount up to Heaven in pious Hymn i 


and Ejaculations, and for that End he 
muſt be & conliderable Proficient in 
Devotion, have gone threw the ſeve- 
ral Degrees of Repentance, apply'd the 
good Promiſes of God to himſelf, have 
done his Utmoſt to pleaſe him by 1 
cheerful and hearty Service, and to 


Have made ſuch Advances in Religion, F 


as make the Hopes of God's Favour 
ſpring up in his Mind, and, in ſhort, 
when he comes to die, he muſt have 
little more to do than to deliver up hs 
Soul into the Hands of 2 merciful Re 
deemer, into the Keeping of a graciou! 
God ; and this can ſcarce ever nappa 
in the Caſe of a Perſon that has: 15 

i Þ 4 | : . 15 
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his Re 3 t& W upon his 

Death-b Pen 993278 — 29 4 

From W bas hos. been, d ſaid ar Large 
gn this 8 II briefly draw 
W theſe ee ee and ſo con- 
—— the w. — Diſcourſe. . 
ff to die the Death of the Righteous, 
and nake one's laſt End like his, be fo 
. d firable a Thing, as I have repreſent- 
61. ir it, then, in the firſt Place, let us 
5 make it our utmoſt Endeavour to die 
in his Condition: And, 
lf in the 2d Place, the Repentanca of 
A; dying; an, or one not far from 
Death, be ſo full of Hazard and Dan- 
ger, let us ftrive to avoid it. 


And, 1ft, if the — "<0 of a dy- 
ing righteous Man be ſo deſirable, let 
us endeavour to die in his Condition. 
Let us endeavour to anſwer, the Ends 
of our Creation, by faithfully ſerving 
" obeying God, by honourng his ho- 
% Name, and his Word; by. being 

ankful for his Providences over us, 
in continuing our Being; for in him 
we live and move, and have vur Being; 
4 nd, by daily returning him Thanks 

or all the Benefits we daily receive of 
G 4 him : 


- 
* 


8 . * 
him: And this will be a Means d! 
make him ſhower Yown*more and mar 
Bleſſings upon us in every Kind.” ũ 
adh. To qualify *ourfelyes' for the i 
happy Exit of the Righteous, let u 
mind thoſe Things molt that moſt con. Ml 
cern us; let our Salvation be our Car. 
and the Concern of our Souls the if 
Thing we chiefly watch after; let 6 
Ambition, no worldly Intereſt, no 8ug- 
geſtions of the Devil make us mah 
Shipwreck of our Souls; they are the 
beſt, and infinitely the beſt Part « M 
ourſelves, and thereof they ought u 
have, and in Juſtice command, a pro- 
portionable Degree of Care; what b 
not of much Value, requires not muck 
Care, nor much Eſteem, and of thi 
Kind 1s the Body; but our Souls ar: 
infinitely valuable, becauſe they are to 
live for ever, and be happy or mtfer: 
ble to all Eternity, according to out 
Care of em; and therefore we ought to 
expreſs our utmoſt Care for em. 
If they be to laſt for ever, we ought 

to take Care of em, as of Things that 
will laſt for ever; and if by our Can 
or Neglect we may make 'em happy ot 
miſerable for ever, we do not _ . 
1 
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= and the Value of any Thing rightly, 
or however, not conſider it, if we do. 
not take Care according to the Worth 
of Things. Let therefore the Care of 
our Souls be the main Intereſt we drive 
on in this World : Let this be done 
whatever is neglected. 
32dly. Let us take Care to make our 
Peace with God ; uſe our utmoſt Dili- 
gence to be reconcil'd to him, to be 
in his Favour before we go hence, and 
be no mare ſeen. This 1s the Happi- 
neſs of a righteous Man, that let what 
will be his Enemy, he has made God 
his Friend; and therefore fears not 
== what Man, or all the World can do to 
him, or what they may ſay of him; he 
is, and will die in the Favour of him 
chat poſſeſſes all in all. | 
= And therefore no good Things ſhall 
be with-holden from him: His Maſter, 
whom he ſerves, is able to make him 
as happy as he can defire, and will 
= make him ſo : He ſhall enter into the 
og? of his Lord. Since therefore the 
egrees of the righteous Man's Hap- 
pineſs will be ſo great, let us Aligent- 
Iy imitate his Life, that we may, in- 
herit the Bleſſings of his Death. 
And 


wt * ' 


ably. dan - 


pentance is almoſt unſpea 
gerous, let us endeavour to avoid it. 
Keßpentance, true and ſincerę, is real - 
ly neceſlary i Salvation: Hat bes 
hall we perform ſuch a One upon 2 
dying. Hour 2 We can have but {mall 
Command of ourſelves to repent. at 
ſuch a Time. We can remember but 
[ite of our Sins; they will be 

like a Tale that hath been told, that 
is preſently gone out of ar kn and 
after, is ho more thought of, nor to 
be recover'd ; our Memory is but an 
impetfe& Recorder at beſt, if we ex 
amine it but upon late Matters; but 
back upon our 
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Horrors of our Sins, and Death wporj 
our Hands ? 3 N OLI 

Or, if we had Time to make a full 
and ſorrowful Confeſſion of them, and 
then proceed to make Reſolutions of a 
better Life, Yet, how can we live a 
better Life, when we muſt now live 
no more ? Or, what Aſſurance of be- 
ing ſav'd can we have upon ſuch. a 
Confeſhon or Reſolution, which was 
only extorted from us upon the nearer 
Advances of Death, and never was be- 
fore practis'd in our Life- time? Who 
will hear our Confeſſion? Who will 
hear our Prayer? Or what will our 
 Humbling profit us? . 
4 If we could live under the Goſpel 
= Diſpenſation our whole Lives, under 
all the Means of Grace, how can we 
= now deſire that which we have ſo long 
8 neglefted ? Or if we deſire it, how can 
we expect it to be given? To Day 
2 if you will hear his Voice, 
= harden not your Heatts ; put not oft 
Wy «he Care of your Souls to another 
Time. If we have negle&ed the Means 
of Salvation all our Lives, the ſame 
lamentable Words that were — 

! 
- be 
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be ſaid over us; If thou hadſt known in 
this thy day the things which belong to th 
peace, (well had it been for thee if thou 
| haſt) but now they are hid from thy 

eyes. There is no peace, E my God, to 
the wicked. For what Peace can there 
be, when thy Whoredoms and Adul- 
teries, thy Sins and Tranſgreſſions are 
reach'd unto Heaven, and thy Inju- 
{tice and Profaneneſs unto the Ears of 
1 the Lord of Sabbath > What Hopes 
can there be of the aſſiſting Grace of iſ 
God, which thou haſt deſpiſed all thy 
Life? Let us therefore not in this great 
Concern be deceived ; God is not mock- 
ed; for even as a Man ſoweth, ſo ſhall 
he reap; F we have ſown to the Fleſh, 
we ſhall of the Fleſo reap Corruption; if 
we ſow to the Spirit, we ſhall reap Immor- 
tality and Life eternal. A great deal of 
Diſgrace and Confuſion will attend the 
Conſideration of our wicked Ways up- 
on a Death-bed ; and it may be replt- 
ed to us then, What Fruit had ye in 
thoſe Things whereof ye are now ab 
For the End of thoſe Things is Death. 
But if we be now freed from Sin, and 
take care to make our ſelves Servants 
unto God, we ſhall have our Fruit un- 


to Holineſs, , and the End everlaſting 
Life. For the certain Wages of Sin, not 
duly repented of, is Death; but the 
Gift of God is eternal Life through 


© 


5 Teſus Chriſt our Lord. 
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I beſeech you therefore, Brethren, 
by the Mercies of God, that you yield 
pour Bodies a living Sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is the. 

reaſonable Service; and faſhion not 
your ſelves unto this World, but be ye. 
changed, by the renewing of your Minds, 
that ye may prove what the good, and 
aeceptable, and perfect Will of God is? 
The Night is far ſpent, the Day is at 
Hand, let us therefore caſt away the 
= Works of Darkneſs, and let us put on the 
Armour of. Light. 1 „ 
Loet us walk honeſtly as in the Day, not 
in rioting and drunkenneſs, not in cham- 
bering and wantonneſs, not in ſtrife and 
enwying; but put on ye the Lord Feſus 
W Chriſt, and make not proviſion. for the 
feſb, to fulfil the luſts thereof. A 
Let us live every Day as if it were 
Po be our laſt, for it may be ſo for any 


Thing we know to the contrary. Nay, 
if we have put off our Care of Salva- 
5 tion 


tion to this preſent Day, we have beeii 
uilty of a moſt {ad Folly; but if we 
ave done ſo, there is now no Remedy, 
but our Diligence to fepent earneſtly of MW 
our Sins, to do Fuſtice and to love 
Merey, and walk humbly with our 
God; to double our Cate about the 
eternal Intereſt and Concern of our 
Souls, while Time is in our Hands, 
and not to_negle& making our Peace 
with God, till Time ſhall be run ont, 


. 


and be no more to us. 


O good God, diſpoſe our Hearts ſtrongly 
to Repent in this our. Day; there is 1 
Work impoſſible with. thee : If our Sint 
be a Sturlet, thou canſt make them at 
Wooll ;, if they be as Crimſon, thou canſt 
make them as White as Snow, through the 
Blood" of thy dear Son and our * 
O God; while we are in Health: and 
Strength, let thy Grace work in us Repen-. 
tance unto Salvation, as the Earneſt of. 
thy Spirit, to ſeal us to everlaſting Life; 
and grant that we may never ventiure our, 
Hopes f Heaven to a dying Hour, to i 
God be merciful to me a Sinner, and let 

me die the Death of the Righteous, &c. 
Grant this, O Lord. „ 
A SE R- 
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Luke Xxiv, Pau of the. 5th and 6th. 
_— erſes. 


iy 7 fo, Je the living eng 1 | 
I be is not here. but riſen. 


— — — 


LE our Saviour chu 
Avas yet alive and cgaversd- 
amongſt them, he told his 
Apoſt les very freguentiy ., 
| That he muſt be put 0 Dear, v7 
but after that be would, within * 

riſe again: As you may read Maids | 

ö 16, 21. 


— 
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Cy: | 
16; 21. From this Time forth Jeſus 
began to ſhew unto his Diſciples, how 
that he muſt go unto: Feruſalem, and 
ſuffer many Things of the Elders, and 
chief Prieſts, and Scribes, and be kl. 
led, and be rais'd again the third Day. 
Again, Matth. 17. 22. And while they 
abode in Galilee, Feſus ſaid unto them, 
the Son of Man ſhall be betrayed into the 
Hands of Men, and they ſball kill hin, 
and the third Day he ſhall be rais'd again. 

And likewiſe obs 16. 16. Nay, It 
told this not only to the Apoſtles, but 
to all the People; nay, more than that, 
he gave this as a Token, and as an Evi 
dence to them, whereby they ſhould 
know and be convinc'd, that he was iſ 
what he gave himſelf out to be, the Son 
of God, that great Prophet and S- 
viour that ſhould come into the World. 
For when the Jews queſtion'd him - 
bout his Commiſſion and Authority, 
John 2. 18. you may find his Anſwer 
in the following Verſe, Deſtroy this Tem 
ple, and in three Days I will raiſe it up, 
ſpeaking of the Temple of his Body, 
which might very well be calld : W 
Temple, becauſe the Fulneſs of the i 
Godhead dwelt in it bodily, : 
But 
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hut notwithſtanding theſe plain and 
expreſs Predictions after his Death and 
Burial, we find his Diſciples not à lit- 
tle amaz'd' and perplex'd, when the 
came on the firſt Day of the Week 
and the third fromm his Buriah' to the 
W Sepulchre, and finding the Stone rolled 
away from the Door of the Sepulchre, 
they entred in, but found not the Bo- 
W dy of Jeſus. And in this Surprize of 
Ws theirs, behold, two Men ſtood by them 
in ſhining Garments, reproving them 
in the Words of my Text, Why ſeek 
Ve the living among the dead? he is not 
bere, but is riſen; and withal remind- 
ing them that our Saviour had foretold 
chis, while he was yet in Galilee, ſay- 
ing, The ſon of man muſt be deliver d in- 
=” the bands of finful men, and be cruci- 
ed, and the third day riſe again. 
= Which Things, when they were re- 
lated among the Apoſtles, we find had 
no great Credit given them; v. 11. 
= indeed, they believ'd and own'd our 
Saviour to be a Prophet, mighty. in 
= Deed and Word, before God and all 
he People; and they truſted that it 
had been he which | ſhould have re- 
Wy deemed Iſrael, v. 21. tio 


990). 


But fbr Sorrow and Paſſion A 
Which had befallen our Saviour. 


Things 
for Surprize and Aſtoniſnment, they 


ot = look back upon the fn 
ing Predictions, and — not clear 
| themfelyes. of Doubts: and Scruples, 

until eur Saviour reprov'd them for 
their Dulneſs, and convinc'd them; 
O Fool and flow of Heart, to believe al 
that the Prophets haue ſpoken ; ought nt 
Chriſt to have ſuffer'd Fheſs Things, Land 
to enter into bis Glory? 

And beginning at Moſes, and all th 
1 he expounded unto them, i 
all the Scriptures,: the Things concers 
ing himſelf. It is of the higheſt Con- 
5 and Import for us to be fully cot 
vinc'd of our Saviour's Reſurredion 
from the Dead; For if Chriſt be not n. 
ſen, lays St. Paul, 1 Cor. 13. 1. joit 
Foirh: is in vain, ye are yet in your Sov. 

If Chrift be not riſen from the Dead 
he could be no Saviour to us? If ht 
could not, by his own Power, raiſe M 
himſelf, from the Dead, how ſhall! 5 
be able to raiſe us > We ſhould truſt u $ 
2: broken Reed, and depend upon Saft 
1 n hin who could not favs © 2 ; 


c- 5 
But now ſince we are fully aſſured 
that he is riſen from the Dead, and 
_ exalted at the Right Hand of God, with 
| Power to confer Salvation on whom 
| he pleaſes, hence proceeds all the Con- 
fidence and the Strength of our Hope 
And we may rely upon him to make 
us happy, who could arrive at Happi- 
neſs. and Glory himſelf, through all 
the Difficulties of a ſuffering Life and 
painful Death, .' 515720. ag) 
And thus God, and the Father of our - 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, according to his abun- 
| dant Mercy, bath: begotten us again unto 
2 lively Hope, by the Re ſirrection of Feſus 
Cbriſt from the Dead, unto an Inheritance 
uncorruptible and undefiled, 1 Pet. 1. 8. 
= By the Reſurrection of Chriſt, his 
Father is ſaid to have begotten him; 
and therefore by the ſame he hath be- 


We cotten us, who are call'd Brethren and 


= Co-heirs with Chriſt. * $71 
= For, if when we were Enemies we 
Wy were reconcil'd to God by the Death 
Jof his Son, much more being recon- 
WW cild we ſhall be ſav'd by his Life. 


WW Rom. be 10. 
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For now being riſen from the Dead, 
he ever liveth' to make Interceſſion to 
God the Father for us, to preſent his 
Sufferings and Paſſion as à ſufficient 
Sacrifice for the Sins of the whole 
World; | 3 | A 
And being both Lord and Chriſt, 
he not only conſtantly propoſes to hi 
Father the Sufficiency of his Suffering, 
but endues us with Power to conquer 
the Enemies of our Souls; and haz 
ſent the Holy Ghoſt, the Comforter, 
into our Hearts, not only to lead us in 
to all Truth, to direct us in the Pn. 
ctice of a religious Life, but to enable 
us to make the beſt of our Way to He 
ven, through all the Difficulties, Tr- 
bulations, and Allurements of - ths 
a. „„ 
Since then the Reſurrection of our 


r | 
Saviour is ſo abſolutely neceſſary o 
make us ſecure, that he has wrouglt Bl | 
our Salvation for us, and is able to be 
ſtow it upon us ; ſince this Doctrine mul 
be ſo comfortable to every Chriſtian, 1 Ml | 
ſhall ſnew, + 
> 1 
I. Thi Bk 


coe 
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| 1. That ns promis 4 g Was to 
ſe from the Dead. Ag, ! 


l. Shall ſhe w that Feſus of va | 

whom we believe to be, and wor- 

| ſhip as the Meſſias, did actually 
riſe again from the Dead. 


1 That the promis'd 292 as was to 
riſe from the Dead. 
= He was not only to inſtruct us in the 

Way to Heaven, by his Life and Do- 

ctrine; not only to offer up his Body 
2 Sacrifice for our Sins, and to under- 
go Death due to us as a Puniſhment 
for them, but he was to riſe again, to 
nake him a perfect Saviour. 
= As the Meſſias was to be born of the 
Seed of David, ſo was he particularly 
typified by him, and promis'd unto 
him. Numerous were the Troubles 
vhich David ſuffer'd, both from his 
own People and the neighbouring Na- 
tio e 

Thus he ſays of himſelf, and thus 
he expreſſes himſelf of. the promis'd 
Meſſias, in his 2 Pſ. 2. The Kings of tbe 
Earth ſet themſelves, and the Rulers take 


H 3 Councel 
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Councel together againſt the Lord, and a- 
gainſt bis Anointed, that is the Cbrift. 
And from thenet it was, that the 

Apoſtle expreſſes himſelf, AS. 4. 27, 29. 
That againſt the holy Child Feſtus; whon 
God had Anointed, both Herod and Pon- 
tius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and th 
People of Iſrael, were gathered together, fo 
do whatſoever the Hand and Councel if 
God determined before to be done; which 
was to crucify and ſlay the Lord of Life. 

But notwithſtanding all this Troubl: 
and Perſecution, it was ſpoken of D. 
vid, and foretold of Chriſt, the Son of 
| David, Tet have I ſet mine " Anointed! ups 
| hoh Hill ef Sion. I will detlan 
the ecree ; the Lord hath ſaid unto n, 
thou art my Son, this oy have 1 | begs 
ren thee, Pſal. 2. 6, 

As therefore- the Troubles of Do- 
ä vg amounted: only to 2 Depreſſion of 
him, and therefore his Exaltation was 
* ſettling ir the King dom ;' ſo'the Cot- 
ſpiracy bf t Jews again the Meſſia. 


amounted to. A * Crucifixion and 


Death * UE and therefore the Exiltation 
muſt include 2 Reſurrection 
. Neth from che Dench be 


en t were 1 to Jive another 4 
and 
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and the Grave to him is in the manner 
of a Womb to bring him forth * Theres 
fore when God ſaid of his * Anointed, 


Thou art my ſon; this Day bave 'Þ begot- 
ten thee, he did foretel and promiſe that 
he would raiſe the Meſſias from Death 
to Life. 4  HarL ot: 
But becauſe chis prediction is ſome- 
what dark, by reaſon of the figurative 
| Expreſſion of it; therefore God, by the 
Moarh of the ſame Pro het David. hath 
farther clear'd os ruth; : My 


ſhall reſt in Hoj a for thou wil 1 leave 
Soul in 2 xs wilt thou | 
thy Holy One to "ſes corruption,” Which 
Paſſage is very well and truly appl 
to our Saviour by the Apoſtle - PS. 
38 N ERNEST 
As for the Put David, Welle 
both dead and bury'd, and his Fleſh 
conſumed in his Sepulchre; but 
a Prophet, and knowing that God har 
ſworn with an Oath to him; that of the 
Fruit of his Lvir Ins, according to the 
Fleſh, he would raiſe up Chriſt to fit 
on his Throne; he ſeeing this before, 
ſpoke of the Reſu rrection 9 Chriſt, 
that his Soul was not left in Hell, nei- 
ther his Fleſh did 1 Corruption. 
| 4 
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His Body and Soul were to be fa epa - 
quent by Death, and each to be fea 
in that Place which was reſpectively ap- 
pointed for them; but neither long to 
continue there, the Body not to be de- 
tain'd in the Grave, the Soul not to be 
left 1 in Hell, but both to meet, and be- 
ing united to riſe again. 
Joſeph, who was ordain'd to we his 
| Brethren from Death, who would have 
lain him, did repreſent the Son of God, 
who was flain by us, and yet dying 
ſav'd us; and his being in the Hun- 
geon ſignify' d Chrift's Death; his be- 
ing taken out from thence fignify'd. his 
Reſurrection; his Advancement to the 
Power of Eg ypr, next to Pharoah, fig 
nify'd Chri s fitting at the Righ 
_ of 1 e 

Iſaac was facrific'd; and yet vd, to 
. that Chriſt ſhould truly dye, 
(hand truly live again.. fort: 

And Abrabam offer'd him up, ac 
counting that God was able even to 
raiſe him from the Dead, from whence 
alſo he raiſed him in a F igure, * . 
| In Abrabam's Intention Iſnac 1 5 
in his Rxpectation he was to ** rom 
the Dead; in his Acceptation, being 
ſpar d, 


4... > _ 
ſpar'd, he was rais'd from, the Dead; 
= all this a&ed. to ſignify; that the 
only Son of God was really.and truly 
3 ſacrificd and dye, and after 
Death was really to be rais 2d to Life. 
What was the Intention of our F ather 
Abraham, not perform'd; that was the - 
Reſolution of our heavenly F: ather and 
füll * 
And thus was the Reſu rre&ion of the 
| Meſhas repreſented by Types, and fore: 
told by Propheſies, and therefore Chriſt 
was to riſe from the Dea. 
And now. that Feſus, whom we be- 
lieve to be Chriſt, did 2 From. oY 


Neha with Fear Bo Kory ran to 
bring the Diſciples Word; the bleſſed 
Apoſtles follow them, to whom. alſo he 
ſhewed himſelf alive, after his Paſſion, 
by many infallible Proofs, being ſeen 
of them by the ck of 40 Days, Adr 
1. 3. which 8 les i great Power 
gave 


| e 
gave Witneſs of the Reſurrection of 
the Lord Jeſus, AFs 4. 333. 
The. reſt of the Diſciples like wiſe 
bare Witneſs of his Reſurrection, to 
whom alſo. he appear'd, even to 300 
Brethren at once, 1 Cor. 15. 6. on 
This is the Doctrine that St. Paul de 
livers to the Corinthians, from the zd 
to the gth of the ſame Chapter, how 
that Chriſt died for our Sins according 1 
the Scriptures, and that he was buy d, 
and that he roſe the third Day, according 
to the Scriptures, and ſo on, as you may 
read at Leiſure. This was the Tefti- 
mony of Chriſt's own Diſciples and 
Words; but ſo great a Truth is it that 
Chriſt roſe from the Dead, that his ve- 
ry Enemies muſt own it. xs ol 
Some of thoſe Soldiers that were ap- 
pointed by the Fews to watch over the 
Body of Jeſus, that his Diſciples might 
eal it away; they which felt the 
Earth trembling under them, and fav 
the Countenance of an Angel like 
Lightening, and his Rayment white as 
Snow; they, who upon that Sight did 
ſhake, and became as dead Men, while 
he whom they watch'd became alive; 
even ſome of theſe came into the ch 
an 


* 
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n 
and ſhewed unto the Chief Prieſts all 
the Things that were done. 
And thus was the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt confirm'd by the greateſt human 
Teſtimony, both of Friends and Ene- 
mies, of his Followers and Revilers? 
Nay, an Angel from Heaven came 
down, and rolled back the Stone, and 
fare upon it. Nay, two Angels in 
White, ſitting the one at the Head, and 
the other at the Feet, where the Body 
of Feſus had lain, ſaid unto the Wo- 
men, Why ſeek ye the living among the 
Dead, he ir not here, but is riſen. 
But if we receive the Witneſs of 
Men or Angels, the Witneſs of God is 
greater, who did ſufficiently atteſt his 
| Reſurre&ion; not only becauſe there 
was no other Power could- raiſe Him 
from the Dead, but as dur Saviour him- 
ſelf ſaid, The Spirit of Truth, which pro- 
ceedeth from the - Father, he ſball teftify of 
me, adding thefe Words to his Apoſtles, 
and ye ſpall bear Witneſs, becauſe' ye have 
| been with me from the Beginning. 
The Spirit of God, fent down upon 


the Apoſtles, did thereby teſtify that 
Ohriſt was riſen, becauſe he ſent that 
| Spirit from the Father; and the = 


(108 
ſtles witneſs'd, together with the Spi- 
rit, being enlighten'd, comforted; and 
confirm'd in their Teſtimony by the 
ſame Spirit. And thus God rais'd up 
Jeſus, and ſhewed him openly, not to 
all the People, but unto Witneſſes cho- 
ſen before of God, even to thoſe who 
did eat and drink with him after he 
roſe from the Dead. And thus our Je- 
ſus roſe again from the Dead, as it was 
foretold the Meſſias ſhould. - 
It is true, all the Apoſtles doubted 
at the firſt; for when Chriſt ſtood in 
the midſt of them, they were affright- 
ed, and ſuppoſed that they had ſeen 
a Spirit; but he ſufficiently convine'd 
them that he had really taken his 
Body again. Handle me and ſee, for 
& Spirit hath. not Fleſh and Bones, as ye 
| fee me have.—— And he fully ſatisfy'd 
them that it was. the very ſame Body 
which he had before. Behold my 
Hands and my Feet, that it is I my ſelf 
and particularly unbelieving Thomas,— 
Reach hither thy Finger, and behold my 
Hands, and reach ' hither thy Hand, and 
thruſt it into my Side, and be not faithleſs 
but believing. — And to give us far- 
ther Satisfaction that his Soul and Body 


Was 


| them. 
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was again united, and had Occaſion for 
Meat for its Nouriſhment, he ſays un- 
to them, Have ye here any Meat £ And 


they gave him à Piece of a broil'd Fim 
and of a Honcy- comb; and he took 
it and did eat before them: Likewiſe 

ſhewing himſelf unto them for the 
Space of Forty Days, ſeeing and hear- 
ing them, he convinc'd them he was 
the ſame J7eſus that ſuffer'd for them, 
and gave Evidence that he was endued 
with the ſame rational and intellectual 
Soul again, by ſpeaking to them, and 
diſcourſing out of the Scriptures con- 
cerning thoſe Things which he ſpake 
unto them while he was yet with 


| Now as to which Perſon of the, 
| Blefſed Trinity it was that raiſed up 
Chriſt from the Dead, it is expreſs from 
Scripture, As 2, 32. This 2 bath 
God raiſed up, ſaith the Apoſtle, where- 
of we all are Witneſſes. 
And generally in Scripture, both 
Chriſt's and our Reſurre&ion is attri- 
buted to God, and after Death we can- 
not expect to be raiſed from the Dead 
by any Thing leſs than infinite and 

irreſiſtible Power; for Chrift himſelf 
was 
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was raiſed by God's Ownipotene 
which is very well deſerib'd by 
Apoſtle, that we may know wi hea 
the exceeding Greatneſs 'of his Por 
to us-ward, who believe, according to 
the working of the Might of his Power 
which he wrought in Chriſt when he 
raiſed him up from the Dead: And 
therefore in the Scriptures the raifing 
of Chrift 1 is attributed to God the Fa. 
ther, according to thofe Words of the 
Apoſtle=— Paul an Apoſtle, not o 1 Men, 
neither by Men, but by elne Chri 
God the Father rh raiſed him from % 
Dead, Gal. 1. 1. but 455 attri uted to 
the Father Iny. 

For to whomſoever the 3 power 
delongs, by which Chrift was raiſed 
from the Dead, that Perſon muſt be 
acknowledg'd to have raifed him. Now 
the ſame Power belongs to the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt; and therefore | 
we muſt acknowledge the F ather, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt raiſed up Chriſt from 
the Dead : And thus — Chriſt told 
the Fews, Deſtroy this Temple (ſpeaking 
of his Body) and in three Days ] wil 
raiſe it up. And in another Place 
he ſays, T have Power to lay down m 


Lift 
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Life, and I bave Power to take it up 
again. rs. 8 

The laying down of Chriſts Life 
was to die, the taking of it again was 
to revive, and live again; and by this 
taking of his Life again, he ſhew'd 
himſelf to be the Reſurrection, and the 
Life. For he which was made of the 
Seed of David according to the Fleſb, was 
declared to be the Son of God with Power, 
according to the Spirit of Holineſs, by, the 
Reſurrection from the Dead. e 

And thus I have ſhew'd you, that 
the Meſſias, or Chriſt, promiſed in the 
Old Teſtament, was not only to die 
for us, but riſe again from the Dead, 
or otherwiſe he would not be a perfed 
Saviour. I have prov'd that Jeſus of 
| Nezareth, whom we worſhip, did actu- 
ally riſe again from the Dead, and ful- 
fill'd all that was foretold of him in 
that reſpe&, and therefore is a perfect 
Saviour, fince he ever liveth to make 
Interceſhon for us; and now on him 
| we may lay this firm Foundation of 
our Faith and Hope, that he is able 
to ſave them to the utmoſt-that come 
unto God by him. 


For 
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For if Feſus Chriſt, the Head, was able 
to raiſe up himſelf to Life, how ſhall 
he not be able to raiſe up us his Mem- 
bers? So that now we may 7 reſt in ſure 
and certain Hope of the RefurreS#ion 10 
eternal Life, thro our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who ſell change our vile Body, thitig 
may be like unto his glorious Body, accord: 
Ing to the mighty working whereby be i: 
able to ſubdue all Things unto bimfelf.". 
And now I am in the laſt Place to 
raiſe ſome proper Inferences from” the 
whole. 

That Chriſt did thus rife from the 
Dead is a moſt comfortable Confiders- 
tion to us; for if Chriſt be not riſen, 
then is our Faith in vain, we are yet 
in our Sins; but if he be, we are ſure 
that he has deliver'd us from them, 
and we may caſt the firm Anchor of al 
our Hopes in Chriſt Feſus. 

1. By his rifing again from the Dead 
we are aſſur'd, that he that dy'd was 
the Lord of Life; and tho' he were 
crucify'd thro' Weakneſs, yet he Hveth 
by the Power of God, 2 Cor. 13. 4. 

By his Reſurrection from the Dead, 
he was declar'd to be the Son of God, 


Rom. 1. 4. and upon the Morning 4 
5 
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the third Day, did » thoſe, Words of 
the Father manifeſt a moſt "important 
Truth Thou art my ms thus Day 


have T begotten the. 

By Chriſt's Death we are -affur'd that 
he was a Man, by his Reſu rrection 
from the Dead we are Ne that he 
was a God. 44 | 

2. By the RefurreRion | we are e aſſur d 
of the Juſtification of our Perſons, and 
if we believe on him that raiſed up 
7eſus Chriſt our Lord from the Dead, 
it will be imputed to us for Righteouſ- 
neſs, Rom. 4. 24, 25. for he was deli- 
vered "fe tr our Offences, and 9 again 
for our uſtifioarion ; 

By his Death we know that he ſuf. 
fer'd for Sin, by his Reſurrection we 
are aflur'd that the Sins for which he 
ſuffer d were not his own: Had no 
Man been a Sinner, he had not dy'd; 
had he been a Sinner, he had not riſen 
again. 

But by dying for thoſe Sins which 
we committed, he roſe from the Dead, 
to ſhew that he had made full Satis- 
faction for them, that we, believing in 
him, might obtain Remiſſion of our Sins, 


and the Juſtification of our Perſons.— 
| God 
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God fending bis own! Son in the. Likenefs 
4. Pop FEE 5 * condemned din in 
1 OI wn our Surety Hom the 
Priſon of the Grave, did actually ab- 
ſolve and apparently acquit him Ffrem 
the whole Obligation, to which he had 
bound himſelf; and in diſcharging him, 
acknow ledg'd a full Surkfolion made 
for us. Who then ſhi lay any thing 
a the Charge of Ga Eled 2 It is God 
hat juſliſieth, who is. it that condemueth ? 
+ is Chrift that died, ea rather, that i 
r again. 

3. The God and Father of ater _ 
Teſts 0 brift, according to his abundant 
ercy, hath begotten ns again into. à live. 
ty hope, by the Reſurre&ian of Fe ſus Chiif 
from the dead, into an Inheritance unct- 

ruptable and unde filed. : 

For if, when we were Enemies, we 
were recchciled ta God by the Death 
of his Son, muck more being recon- 
cited, we ſhall be faved by his Life. 

He laid down his Life, but it way 
for us, and being to take up his own, 
He took up ours. 

We are the Members of the Body, 
of nich Chrift is the Head; and, a 


e uy ) | 
the Head be riſen, the Members can't | 
be far behind: MAD re 

He is the firſt n bran ade Dead, 
and we are the Sons of the keſur- 
rection, Col. 1. 18. ; 

The Spirit of Cbriſt abiling i in us, 
maketh us the Members of Chri 15 and 
by the ſame Spirit we have a ful Right 
and Title to riſe with our Head. 

For if the Spirit: of him that raifed 
up Feſus Chriſt from the Dead, dwell in 
us, he that raiſed up Chriſt from the 
Dead, ſhall alſo quicken our mortal 
Bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in 
us. 

He ſhall been bur vile Bodies, that 

they may be like unto bis glorious Body; 3 
| that as we have born the Image of the 
Earthy, we may alſo bear the * of the 
Heavenly. | 

For as in Adam all die, even ſo itt 
Cheiſt ſhall all be made alive. 

But Chriſt 15. firſt Fruits, afterward 
they that are Chriſt r at bis coming. 

4. And laſtly, the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt from the Dead, does oblige us to 
riſe from the Death of Sin unto the 

Life of Righteouſneſs: 


1» When 
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hend rl verre Dead in our Sin, 
God hath quicken'd us together with 
Chriſt, Eyb. 2. 35. And 145 Chriſt wa; 
raiſed up from the dead 'by the: Glory of 
the Father, even ſo ſhould we wall in 
newneſs cf Life, Rom. 6. 4. 
To continue among. the Graves of 
Sin while Chriſt 1s riſen, is to incur the 
Reprehenſion of the Angel; Why * 
Je — living among the dead? © 

To walk in any habitual Sin, is ei- 
ther to deny that Sin is Death, or that 
Chrift is riſen from the Dead. 

Let then the Dead bury this Dead, 
but let not any Chriſtian bury him who 
roſe from Death that he might live. 
Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe you 
the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee h, | 
Eph. 5. 14. 

There muſt be a Spiritual Reſur- | 
rection of the Soul before there can 
be a comfortable Reſurrection of the 
Body. | 
ere. my Brethren, Bleſſed * 
Holy is he that hath Part in this ff 
Reſurrection; on ſuch the eget” _ 


hath no "<P 
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Then faid Feſus unto his diſciples, if any 


man will come after me, let him deny 
himſelf, and take up his croſs and fol- 


| low Nie. 


„ Mongſt all the Precepts of 
Chriſtianity, that before 
contain'd in theſe Words, 
is not only not the leaſt 
conſiderable, but of higheſt. 
Moment to be obſerv'd; the very Life 
and Strength of Chriſtianity is com- 
prehended in it; the very Soul of Re- 
\!g!on conſiſts in the due Peformince 
1 3 of 
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of it; and unleſs a Man embrace Chri- 
Ty and engage Religion with a 
ſtedfaſt Reſolution, and a Mind arm d 
with Qourage to practice this Rule, not- 
withitanding all Temptations, or cen 
Oppoſition to the contrary, he is not 
rightly diſpos'd for the Undertaking; 
not fit to be admitted into the Chriſtian 
Religion; ſo that as Plato writ; upon 
his School, Let none enter here that un- 
derſtands not Mathemnticks,* may be ft 
as a Motto upon the Entrance of .a 
Chriſtian Life, Let none enter here that 
wants Courage and Reſolution, to encoun- 
ter all Temptations and Difficulties. The 
Way to Heaven is not ſmooth or eaſy, 
but rough and rugged, and inſuperable 
to Sloth and Cowardice ; nay, not on- 
ly has a Chriſtian many outward» and 
grievous Calamities to wreſtle through, 
but he has alſo to offer Violence to the 
natural Bent and Propenſity of his In- 
clinations, to check and reſtrain his 
Appetites, to curb his Paſſions, to hri- 
dle and keep in his Luſts, to Tefrain 
himſelf, to keep his Body under, that 
the Spirit, the inner Man, being freed 
from thoſe Clogs of Devotion, thoſe 
Fogs which cloud the Soul, might be 

: ee tans ip. 
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at full Liberty to exert itſelf, ande- 
erciſe the Offices of Religion and, with 
à more reſin'd Purity % eleans d from 
the Alloy of worldly: Avocations or 
Diſtractions, might be imploy'd about 
the Service and Worſhip ef - Gbds 
Chriſtianity. obliges us to live by Rule, 
and not to ſteer at Random; we are 
not to yield to every roving Fancy, 
every idle Conceit ; certain Limits and 
Bounds of Duty: are 8 


Quoe: ater a. aur ohe conf Here reum: 5 


if we do not beck 3 the Dathoa {s 
of theſe, we forfeit out Diſcipleſhip, 
if we have engag d in it 3 ort incapaci- 
tate our ſelves, if we be about to enter 
upon it. Suck Softneſs and Effęemina- 
cy, as to be drawn away by worldly 
Pleaſures and Delights, to yield our 
ſelves Slaves to our Luſts and Paſſions, 
to be born away with the Torrent of 
the Debauchery of the Age wherein 
we live, to bend or twine any Way 
for ſecular Intereſts and Advantages, 
to avoid Perfecutivns, Calamities, or 
the like, for the Take of Religion, is 
a "iy unfit * for Chriſtian 
I4ͤ NM 
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Warfare, nor are ſuch fit tô be liſted 
into the Number of Chriſt's Soldiers, 

I who-are-not:to ſhrink fromVirtue thro! 

W - Allurements, not to deſert. a | good 

Cauſe to avoid Danger. If any man 

will come after me, let him deny himſelf, 

and take _ ws croſs and JEN me. 


And here; in the firſt Place, you may 

... obſerve what Method our Saviour 

took to advance the Chriſtian Re- 

ligion; If any Man will come af- 

ter me, let bim deny himſelf, and tale 
up bis ſe: and follow nne. 


| 1. I ſhall . ih oak: 40 Self. | 
+: — and wherein 1t conſiſts. 


| UI. 1 thall ſhew the Reaſonablenc 
1 of it. And, | 9's 


6 Lay, Shall a a proper aur 
ment to induce us to it. 155 


And here.) in che firlt Place, you may 
obſerve, what Method our Saviour took 
to advance the Chriſtian Religion; he 
propoſes his own Suffering an Example 
to them, and eig de Then ſaid 
Jeſus 
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eſus to his Diſciples,” If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himſelf, and 
take up his croſs and follow me. This is 
all the Invitation he makes to draw 
Diſciples after him; he makes no Pro- 
miſes of any worldly. Wealth and 
Grandeur, of any earthly Pomp or 


— " 


Magnificence ; which would (as the 


World goes) have been very ſtrong Mo- 


tives to encreaſe the Number of his 


Diſciples, and to draw many Followers 
after him: But nothing of this kind 


is offer'd by him; no Profits, no ſecu- 


lar Intereſts, no'.carthly Pleaſures or 
Enjoyments, no Land of Canaan flow- 
ing with Milk and Honey; but rather 
an Egyptian e and hard Task- 
maſters, ſevere. Calamines and Perſe- 
cutions ; we have no Gratuity for in- 
dulging our importunate Luſts and Ap- 
petites, but a. poſitive Command for 


reſtraining them, when they grow ex. 


orbitant and unreaſonable in their De- 
mands; he would have us to be as 


ſtedfaſt and unſhaken againſt the moſt :; 
flattering Inſinuations of worldly Gains 


and Pleaſures, when they ſtand not 
true to our Duty, as he himſelf was 
agunſt the largeſt and moſt extrava- 
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gant Offers of Saran, when be wal 


tempted of him in the Wilderneſs; 


when any Offers of leſs Proportion 


(for he will never make that large Of. 
fer to any fingle Man again, nor would 
te have done it then, but that he might 
Have deſtroy'd all, had he been fucceſt. 
ful in that Point, but now ſearteis 
and divides the Temptation amongſt 
Mankind) when any Offers of leſs Pro- 
dörtion, I ſay, are made to us upon 
the like Terms, we ſhould ſay as him- 
felf did, Get thee behind ne, Satan, for 
it is ritten, Thou ſhalt worſbip the Lord 
thy God, and bim only ſpalt thou ſerve. Sa 
that our Duty is not preſs'd upon us by 
any worldly Encouragement; but; on 
the contrary, is recommended to us 2. 
gainſt all the Frowns of the World, 
or the Importunity of its Temptati⸗ 
ons; againſt all the Threats of the'Pow- 
er and Malice of Men, all their Mäd- 


neſs and Fury 2gzinſt us; and 'agamiſt 


21 the greateſt Damages and Loſſes'we 
may incur, by ſtedfaſtly adhering to it 
dur Religion is ſtript naked of 2 
temporal Advantages to promote or 
fecure the embracing of it; dur 
Religion is to be good for W 

. Ike, 
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fake, whatever Evil we may ſuffer up- 
on that Account; it is to oppoſe the 
common Practice, and contradict the 
Cuſtom of the World; and therefore 
no Wonder, if it draws the Hatred of 
the World upon us; and therefore our - 
Saviour tells his Diſciples, 7obn 15. 19. 
If ye were of the World, the World would 
love bis own, but becauſe ye are nut of 
the World, but I have choſen you out of 
the World, therefure the World hateth you. 
And if it do, however we have this 
Comfort to be like our Saviour in Suf- 
ferings, who tells us, in the foregoing 
Verſe, IF the World hate you, ye know 
that it bated me hefure it hated you. The 
Chriſtian Religion is ſo far from ha- 
ving any Countenance given it from 
the World, that there is not a greater 
Enemy to it; and a Man that is a 
Friend of this World, that lives as it 
does, atnd-draws in the ſame Yoke with 
it, cannot be a Friend of God, nor 4a 
Diſciple of Chriſt; ſo that you ſee 
our Religion has no Encouragement 


from the World, to further its Recep- 
tion init; our Saviour has made Uſe of 
no ſuch Shifts to propagate or ſupport _ 
it, Nor, as he does not recommend his 
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Religion to Mankind, for any worldly 
Advantages or Intereſt it is apt to pro- 
mote, ſo neither does he, by violent 
Means, compel us to einbrace it; it is 
fairly propos'd to Men, and with all 
the forementioned Diſadvantages and 
Diſcouragements; and if they will be- 

lieve and practiſe it, they may if not, 
he will lay no Force upon Mens Minds; 
Virtue and Goodneſs are propos'd to 
them, without any worldly Garniſh 
or Paint to {et them off; if we do not 
admire them for their own Beauties, 
and court them for their own' Charms, 
we may let them alone; they will not 
be thruſt upon us; we need not be li- 
ſted in the Chriſtian Warfare againſt our 

Will and Inclination; if we will come 
in voluntarily, and of our own free 
Choice, well and good; but if not, he 
will never hawl us into his Service: 
He will not plunge Men into the bap- 
tiſmal Water, nor cram the facramen- 
tal Bread, or pour the Wine down their 
Throats, without their Conſent. It is 
not in few Places a Cuſtom to fright 
Men into their Religion, by the Terror 
of Puniſhment, by dreadful Anathe- 
ma's, exquiſite Tortures, and the 1 55 


7 
but this was never our Sa viou r's De- 
ſign to gain over Diſciples; as, indeed, 
Men are created with Reaſon, he ex- 
pe&s they ſhould prudently uſe that 
Reaſon, and ſo chooſe-according to the 
wiſe Dictates of it; but if they will 
not make right Uſe of it, in his ordina- 
ry Dealings with Mankind he has 
prepared no Remedy for it, but rather 
laid a heavy Curſe upon ſuch Obſtina- 
cy, That ſeeing they ſhall ſee and not per- 
ceive, and hearing they ſball hear and not 
underſtand. And thus you ſee what 
Means our Saviour makes uſe of to ad- 
vance his Religion; he has no worldly 
Profits or Advantages, no Pleaſures 
earthly to recommend it; but on the 
contrary, his Diſciples are to encounter 
a deal of Difficulties, to wean their 
Affections from the World, and to 
endure the moſt grievous Evils for the 
ſake of it, if call'd thereto. Bur I 
proceed, in tile 
Second Place, to ſhew the Nature of 
Self-Demial, or wherein it conſiſts. 
And here Self-denial is nothing elſe, 
in plain Terms, than to be willing to 
part with any Thing that is moſt dear 
| to us, yea, and freely to deliver up 
Lite 


ca» 


Life icſelf, if it be requir'd of us, for 
the Sake of our Religion. 
And now, that this is the true and 
proper Meaning of the Text, nothing 
is more apparent, and ſeveral Texts of 
Scripture there are that will fufficient 
ly confirm it. And the immediate 
ords that precede the Text plainly 
intimate thus much: For after our Sa- 
viour hath faid, he that will come after 
me, muſt deny himſelf, and tale up his 
Croſs and io he forthwith adds, 
that whoſoever will ſave his Life, 
loſe it, and whoſuever ſhall loſe bis Lift 
for my ſake, ſpall fnd it. Tho' the Cru- 
elty of Perſecutions may take away 
his Life in this World, yet he ſhall 
find it in the next; he ſhall rife again 
unto Life eternal, while thoſe. that 
thro' Fear forſake bim, {hall loſe their 
Life, deſcend into Hell and eternal 
Death. He commands us in another 
Place to pluck out a right Eye, or cut 
off a right Hand, that is, to part witlt 
Things that are moſt dear to us, if they 
oftend us, if we by them be mifled from 
our Duty. And Matt. 10. 37, 38. ht 
that loveth Father or Motber more 2 


me, is not wort hy of me. He that ed 


RR _ 
Son of Datghter more than ue, is not 
worthy of me; and He that taketh. not np 
bis Croſs and followeth- aftet me, ig nat 
worthy of me with many Expreſſions 
to the like Purpoſe, which all evadent- 
ly ſhew the Meaning of the Text, that 
nothing ſhould be ſo dear to us, but 
we can renounce and forſake it, if by 
the keeping of it we ſhall either plainly 
break or but hazard the due Diſcharge 
of our Duty; for let Things be as near 
or dear to us as they paſſibly can, yet 
they cannot fo much concern us as our 
Salvation: There are no Profits ſo con- 
fiderable as will make Amends for the 
Laſs of our Souls; no Pleaſures ſo full 
of Satisfaction and Comfort, as can 
countervail to eternal Miſeries: So that 
thus the Matter ſtands, we cannot ſerve 
God and Mammon, Religion and our 
ſecular Intereſts; they interfere one 
with another, and can have no more 
Communion than Light with Darkneſs; 
than Chriſt with Belial. We muſt then, 
according to this Rule, give a Check to 
our Luſts and Paſſions, to our hanker- 
ing after the Pleaſures and Delights of 
this World, and we muſt chearfully ſa- 
erifice all theſe to the Delight we take 
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in ſerving God. our er Redeemer 
For he that loveth Houſes or Lands, 

Father or Mother, Honour or Wealth, 
or any Things that naturally are or 
ſeem to be moſt dear to us, even Life 
Itſelf, more than Chriſt, is not worthy 
to be his Diſciple. Thoſe that are his 
Diſciples or Servants, he will have them 
fo entirely to himſelf; he cannot bear 
a Rival in our Affections, or any Sha- 
rer in them; we muſt not divide 'em 
betwixt the World and him: We may 
indeed love the good and comfortable 
Things of this World, but we muſt ac: 
knowledge them as Bleſſings that come 
from his Hands; for, from him, for 
his Honour, all Things both are and 
were created, and therefore we muſt 
take care to uſe them to that Purpoſe; 
and not to abuſe them to other Ends, to 
the gratifying of our Luſts and Appe- 
tites, like brute Beaſts, that have no 
Underſtanding: All the Creatures of 
God are good, and deſerve our highelt | 
Gratitude; but we ftill pervert them 
into Evils to ourſelves, by an inordi- 
nate and immoderate Uſe of them; We 
ſhall turn Bleflings ! into Curſes, whole- 


ſome Food into Poiſon to our Souls. 
Our 
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Our Religion ties us, and indeed our 


Health too, to uſe God's Creatures mo- 
derately, and not laviſn em away ex- 
tra vagantly upon our Luſts, or to gra- 
tify filly and fantaſtical Humours, and 


not uſe em as Incentives to Concupif- 


cence and Sin, and make em Matter 
both for Shame and Folly. And here 
give me Leave to particularly ſpeak of 
Intemperateneſs, which is a Vice to 
which our preſent Age ſo much diſpoſes 


us ; and herein I doubt we are arriv'd 


to that Pitch, that it may be deſervedly 
ſaid of us, that we deſerve to be pu- 
niſh'd by Poverty into a more ſober and 
modeſt Uſe of God's Creatures. The 
Caſe of Intemperance is a Thing, I be- 
lieve, we as little exerciſe the Virtue 
of Self-denial in as any other. It be- 
gins to be, if it be not already, ac- 
counted a commendable Quality to be 
ſtout at it, and to come off Victors at 


the ſhameful Bacchanals ; but this is a 


Practice that prodigiouſly diſagrees with 
what the Grace of God, that hath ap- 
peared unto all Men, hath taught us, 
namely, o deny 2 and worldly 
Luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly in this preſent Ss orld: Now is it 
_— not 
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not 4 famous Conqꝗueſt, to ſes th Bro- 

ther wallowing in Sin, and, to increaſe 
the Melancholy of the Confideration, 
a din which thou thyſelf haſt been in- 
ſtrumental to; and therefore, as then 
haſt been acceſſary in the Committing, 
art like to ſhare in the Puniſpment of 
it: Preſs but this Conſideration home 
upon thy Soul, and then, if thou canſt 
like the Wages, fall to the Work; But 
tis our little Heed to the Miſchief we 
do, both to ourſelves and others, that 
makes us engage in ſuch, diſgraceful 
and ſcandalous Practices; but it may 
be, we ſhall be ſufficiently convine d of 
the Odiouſneſs and Danger of | ſuch 
Frolicks, if we can but bring euwr- 
felves into the Temper to think ance 
ferioufly upon m. 

I. A great Piece of Self-denial cot 
fiſts in withdrawing of our Affection 
from thoſe Things that are the reputed 
Bleſſings of this World, and are em- 
phatically ſo accounted, that no one is 
according ta the vulgar. Notion, to be 
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efteem'd happy without em, I mean 


Riches, Honour, or the likes 
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Say 
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And now none can gainſay; but that 
theſe are in their owt Nature truly 
Bleſſings, and the Gift of God; but - 
the beſt of Things may be perverted to 
ill Uſes, and change their Nature into 
2 Curſe: Not that the Pliings them- 
felves can operly change thetr Na- 
ture, but tis an Indiſpoſition in our 
own Hearts, that like a diſtemper d 
Stomach, turns wholſome Food into 
Corruption, and draws a Mifchief upon 
ourſelves out of good Things. 
For inſtead of ufing God's Gifts, ac- 
cording to the Direction of Reaſon, for 
the Support of our Neceſſities and the 
Comforts of Life, we convert em into 
an Idol, and make em our God; and 
tho we do not build Temples and 
Shrines to em, yet we do the fame in 
Effect, and nothing has any degree of 
our Affections, Efteem, or even Reli- 
ance, in compariſon of them. We bud 
the Foundation of our Happineſs upon 
dem, and launch out for it upon this 
only Bottom: We traſt in the Multi- 
tude of our Riches, and ſtrengthen our 
felves in our Wickednefs : We poſtpone 
the Care of our Souls to our worldly 
Concerns; we will ſerve our Intereſts 
7 K 2 before 
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before God, and our ambitious Deſigns 
muſt not be -crucify'd ;, whatſoever be- 
comes. of Religion, we will not check 
our Luft, oppoſe our Paſſion, eroſs our 
Deſire, deny any Appetite, or keep our 
ſelves. back from Sin, in Compliance 
with our Saviour's Command; tho' he 
has gave it as a Condition of our Difſci- 
pleſhip, that if Need require, If our 
Virtue can be no other Way ſecured, 


* 


we muſt forſake all and follow him. 
And therefore it ſtands us upon, if 
we intend to be Chriſt's Diſciples, in 
ſuch a Manner to reſolve to be ſo, that 
nothing can ſhake us off, or force us 
from our Duty; Nothing, not any in- 
ſinuating Temptations, not any world - 
ly Alturements, not any worldly Gains 
or Intereſts, not any Honours or Dig- 
nities, no: the very Fears and Terrors 
of Death itſelf, ſhould make us for- 
ſake the Precepts of Chriſt, or comply. 
with anything that is ſordid. or baſe, 
diſhonourable or ſinful to our Profeſſi- 
on: Whatever is not forbidden nor de- 
ſtructive of the Nature of our Religion, 
we may embrace, but what appears not 
clearly to be ſo, is to be avoided by us. 
We muſt ſhun the very Appearance of 
Evik. . 1 7 > 
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We have a greater Liberty, eſpeci- 
ally, in relation tu Meats, and in other 
telbecks too, chan the Jewiſh People had, 
but yet this muſt ſtill be our great Cau- 
tion, not to uſe our Liberty for an Oc- 
caſion of Sin; our Liberty is not to be 
ſtretch'd out into Inordinacy and Ex- 
ceſs, but to be kept within ſome reaſo- 
nable Bounds and Compaſs, and not to 
fly out into Extravagancy and Licenti- 
_ ouſnefs upon every Occafion. © 
If any worldly Thing or Enjoyment 
ſeem to- offer fair for, and promiſe 
much of, Happineſs, yet we muſt not 
let go our Duty to embrace it, whate- 
ver it be: If we may receive it or en- 
Joy it, and can hold our Integrity, and 


2 


any earthly Satisfactions, not conſider- 
ing how contradictory they are to the 
grand Deſign of the Goſpel, which xe- 
quires a great deal of Purity and Sin- 


K 3 cerity 


o * — * hp: : : 
* 4 = 
5 N 
= 9 
„ 


ble for 


2 n 
| ore we adventure to put em into 


Precepts of the 


Goſpel, we may heartily go on wi 4 
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___ cas?) | 
_but if 1:diſcover alain Repugnaneym 
it: to the Ea ws of God, or even but a 
ſeeming Danger of brea king e. ee 
thou do it not; now is the Time for 
the Exereiſe of that Self-denials And 
yet, if ſtill thou wilt engage in ſuch an 
Action, thou mayeſt be thy ownJudge 
in the Caſe; how mean and indifferent 
a Servant and Diſciple thou axt q to 
Chriſt, who: can't foregb the gratifying 
of thy Luſts and Appetites, for the 
ſake of him who icauld deny . himſelf 
of any Thing, even of Life itſtlf for 
; thy ſake: Bluſh and He aſham d of thy 
elf, tho there war no farthex Reaſon 
in it, 8 that thou haſt made ſuch An- 
gratefulb and wretched Returns. Could 
our Saviour live a Hiſerable and con- 

tem ptible Life for us: he the; S6orn;a 
Scoff of Mankind 2:Gow1l4 he chat: made 
all Things be content not to have a 
Place where to lay his Head z he Man 
of Sorrows, and acquainted with Stief? 
And will not this Conſideration work 
upon us to mortify eur Luſts, to re- 
ſelves a little in the Conveniencies of 
Life, even when the doing of it will 
tend both to our bodily and ſpiritual 
K 4 _ Health, 
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en | 
Health; whereas too plentiful an En- 
joyment of em. will leſſen arid:diminiſh 
both? Nay, can't we, for his ſake, 
bear even Aflieions and the moſt grie- 
vous Sufferings, - the Croſs itſelf, who 
for us willingly underwent the moſt 
heavy Afflictions and Sufferings, and a 
moſt ignominious and ſhameful Death 
upon the Croſs? If we be not in Rea- 
dineſs of Mind prepar'd and diſpos'd in 
every kind, to write after this remark- 
able Copy of Self-denial, we are not 
fit to be Nip Diſciples: He that will be 
truly his Diſciple, muſt love him above 
all Things, nor love anything but for 
his ſake, nor uſe it but according to his 
Commands, nor ſtick at ſuffering or 
undergoing any Evil when he is caltd 
to it; and, in ſhort, muſt match the 
Patte rn of his Saviour's Life as near 48 
he can. If any man ill come after me, 
let bim deny himſelf, I rale wir Dis we w_ 
„ e £ I 1 
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And now I come, a ous third Place, 


to "= the Reaſonableneſs' of Selfle⸗ 
nia 712 
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without it we cannot truly ſerve God. 
If it be a reaſonable Duty in us to ſerve 
God, (which is ſo unqueſtionably true, 
that I need offer no Argument for it) 
then *tis reaſonable for us to deny our 
ſelves in thoſe Things that will either 
totally withdraw, or in Part remove 


our Affections from him, and ſo deſtroy 


abſolutely, or mightily weaken, the 
Sine ws of Duty, of that Obedience 


which we owe to him. But tis plain, 
if our Hearts be fix d too much on t 


dirty Globe on which we dwell, they 


will not be in a Capacity to mou 
to Heaven in that Alacrity and 
of Devotion which is neceſſary 
make our Service acceptable: W 
ſhould be rais d up to the Regi 
f Bliſs in pious Hymns and Hallalu- 
jah's, they will be ty'd down and 


the 
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u 
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faſten'd to the Earth: If we lay up 
our Treaſure on Earth, or what i 


much the ſame, doat much upon 


earthly Things, where our Treafure 
is, where our Affections centre the 
ſtronglyeſt, there will be, nay, there 
is our Heart alſo. And if the good 
Things of this World fill up our 


Hearts, 


138") 

Rearts and take up all our Affedlons, 
what Room will there be for God: or 
what Heart ſhall we have to ſerve him, 
when our Heart is perfectly taken up 
with, and in Purſuit of another Objeck? 
We tannot ſerve God and Mammon We 
cannot ſerve two Maſters, but either we 
ſhall hate the one and lobe the other; or 
bold to the one and depiſe the other. And 
if ſo, the Caſe is plain to what Part 
our Service will be found de fective; 

for if we be reſolv'd to enjoy the 
World and our Luſts, tis a bare-facd 
Truth that we deſign to heglect the 
Service of God, and are hir'd to the 
Slavery and Bondage of Sin, tho it 
offer no other Wages than Death; 
| whereas the Gift of God is eternal 
Life thro” Jefus Chriſt our Lord. But 
perhaps we do not ſo” abſolutely ge- 
Hounce God, and invert the expteſs 
Words of the baptiſmal Vow, dür ee 
Intend, in the main, to ferve God to 
praiſe and reverence his holy Word, 


only we hope he will make fome fimall 
Allowance to human Infirmities, if 
now and then, thro' the numerous and 
Infinuating Temptations that are in 


the World, we be drawn into Sin, then 
we 


(% 


e; perhaps, ſpeak in the Lan-. 


guage of the Pfalmiſt, if God be en- 
tream, to mark what is done amiſs, 
who then ſball be able ta abide f And in- 


Allowances for human Infirmities ; but 


then let us conſider of what Nature 


% 


firmities that we cannot conquer ? 
Have we uſed. our utmoſt Endeavours 
to correct them? I know human Nature 
is preſs d with a vaſt Load of Cortup- 
tion ſince the Fall; but yet God has 
promis 'd us vaſt Helps to purify an 
cleanſe that Corruption; and if Men 
wall. not uſe the Means, but willingly 
continue in their: ſickly State, that's 
their own, and none of the grand Ph 
fician's. Fault: God does not enpect 
that we ſhould live without Sin, nor 
can we expect to arrive at that Per- 
fection in this World, F 2 Man: ſay 
that be bas ne Sin, be 2 

but then there is a great deal of Diffe- 


theſe Infirmities are: Are they real In- 


rence betwixt a Man's being a little 


indiſpos'd, becauſe tis the Effect of his 


Conſtitution, and his Raſhneſs in run- 
ning into thoſe Practices which he 
knows will mightily. increaſe _ in- 

me 


deed tis very true, that God will make 25 


(4) 
flame his Diſtemper: Or a Man thit 
ſins, becauſe he can't altogether avoid 
it, and like the Volunteer, "ruſhes in- 
to din, like a Horſe into the Battel; . 
=_ the'common Pleas'fgr human Tn- 
firmity are generally, if not altogether, 
very weak; and the plain Cafe is, be- 
cauſe our Hearts are taken up with 
the World and its Pleaſures, with 
Which we are loth to part; we fan- 
cy Difficulties where there are none, 
and have a Mind to impoſe upon God, 
and ' ſhuffle in downright and wilful 
Sins, under the Name of Infirmities. 
But again, tho' our Thoughts of Re. 
ligipn, and of God, be nothing but 
right and good, and a Man principally 
intends to reverence and worſhip him, 
only he hopes he will paſs over a few 
Miſcarriages now and then; and, like 
_ Naeman,he may expreſs himſelF,2 Kin. 
V. 1, 18. Thy Servant Twill henceforth 
Mer neither burnt-offering, 2 
o other gods, but unto the Lo R B. In 


this thing the LORD pardon thy ſervam, 
that when my Maſter goeth into the bouſe 
F Rimmon, to worſhip there, and he lean 
eth on my hand, and I bow myſelf in 
the bouſe' of Rimmon + when I bow down 


myſelf 


CF 1 
170% in the bouſe of Rimmon, the LORD. 

pardon thy ſervant in this thing. 
The Mal! is fully convinc'd, that he 
ought only to bow down before God, and 
worſhip him; but if now and then 
the Company he keeps draw; him from 
his Nuty, if ſtrong, Temptations fall 
in his Way, and diſpoſe him to Sin, 
then, if he bow down to ſerve his In- 
tereſt and Sins, — The Lord pardon 
thy Servant in this Thing; it ig againſt 
1 ConviGiens of Conſcience that I do it: 
Pardon, O Lord, thy Servant in this Thing, 
which I wou'd never have committed, but: 
only for fear of diſobliging a, Friend, or 
turning off my Luſts and Inclinations with- 
out their Quarry, What will the Lord 
ſay to ſucha Prayer? With what Eyes 
will he look upon the Sin? Will he 
turn that End of the Proſpective which 
makes Things appear much leſs than 
they really are, and look upon the Sin 
as a Tri fle, in 'Compariſon 3 2 There 1s 
no great Hop es of his being diſmiſs'd 
in the Words that Eliſha did Naaman, 
—Go in Peace. This is ſo palpable and 
groſs an Evaſion of Duty, that it may 
be felt: When a Man fears the Dit- 
pleaſure of Men more than ws. and 
oves 


XJ 
loves to embrace the Temptatious to 
Sin better than his Duty : And, in 
fort, that Man will break thre all 
the Obligations of Duty, upon Occa- 
fion,' and all the Precepts of Chriſtia. 
nity ſignify nothing to him, when o- 
ther Temptations offer themſelves; he 
fits looſe to his Principles, and the on- 
ly Thing he is found in, is to be wick- 
ed and profane upon every Opportu- 
nity as oft as he can; and the true De- 
finition of ſuch Self-Denial is, that 
the Man will deny himſelf in nothing, 
unleſs he have no Temptation to it. 
3. And, farther, the Duty of Self. 
de nyal is reaſonable ; becauſe, with- 
out it, we can never ſo gain that Do- 
minion and Conqueſt over our Sins 
and Lufts, as to make our Calling and 
Election ſure. It is written, if a Man 
fail in one Point, he is a Tranſgreſſor oſ 
the whole Law. This is not meant ef. 
Sins of Infirmity, properly ſo ealfd, 
but of reigning Sins, which we do not 
offer to reſtrain: and tho* a Man might 
de an exact Obſerver of the whole, en- 
ly he continues in the known Breach 
of one Part of it, this diſannuls all 
the other Parts of Duty 1 
5 an 


and makes em of no Effect, 2s if they 
had never been done: And if a Man 
die in one Sin, of this Nature, Unre: 
pented of, tis enough to damn him, 
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God does not require of us a partial, 


but a total Obedience, as far as we 
are able : And if a Man ſhould in a 
ſerious Mood, in the Time of Sick+ 
neſs, or upon a Death-bed, (which 
will create ſerious Thoughts, if any 
Thing will) if he ſhould then than 

God that he has not been as other Men 
are, Extortioners, Unjuſt, Adulterers, 
or the like, not but that he may ac- 
knowledge himſelf to have been guil- 
ty of ſome Infirmities, yet, the Man 
that freely and frankly confeſſes his 
Sins, ſhall go down to his Houſe juſti- 
fy'd ſooner than he. Tho' we may 
but think our Sins to be ſmall and ve- 
nial, Fu doubt, they will be repre- 
ſented to us in another Manner; when. 
they come to be put into the Ballance, 
then we ſhall ſee their Weight. ,, 
So that we muſt not content ourſelves 
with the ſubduing of one Sin, nor of 
many, we muſt do our utmoſt to ſub- 
due all : And if we do our utmoſt, then. 
wall the Way be laid open for Allow- 
ances: 


. — 


. c_B ==” 
ances : ' Otherwiſe, Chriſtianity does 
not give any i to Sin, nor 
licenſe Men to fulfil one Part of the 
Law and break another; and the 
Man's Life that is chequer'd with ſuch 
remarkable Tranſgreſſions of Duty, can 
but give him ſmall Hopes, either in 
Health or Sickneſs ; tho' he may ſeem, 
in ſome Meaſure, to have broken the 

Bonds of Iniquity, yet he is ſtill in 
Slavery, & trahitur collo pars longs 
Catenæ, the Badges of his Bondage ſtill 
appear; he is ſtill not the Servant of 
God, but of Sin. _— OTE 10 
Laſtly, Let the Example of our 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour teach us the 
Duty of Self-denial, which is the moſt 
perfect Example, in this Kind, that can 
be propos'd for our PracticſeQ. 

He tells us, he came not to do his own 
will, but the will of his heavenly father, 
tbat ſent him; and was ſo ſubmiſſive, 
in this Kind, and even when the bitter 
Cup was offer'd to him, (tho' he did 
Pray, as we may lawfully do, that ſuch | 
itter Cups may paſs from us) yet not m) il 
will hut thine be done : If the Son of 
God could ſo eminently deny W 
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(145 ) 
the ſame, it may well be expected of 
his ile os far IE, 

We have the greateſt Reaſon thus to 
deny ourſelves as far as we are able 
and couragiouſly to follow the Captaih | 
of our Salvation; for if we do not 
deny ourſelves for his Sake, as he was 
pleas'd to deny himſelf for ours, we 
are not worthy to be his Diſciples. He 
tells us, Luke 14. 26, If any man come 
to me, and hate not his father, and mo- 
ther, and wife, and children, and bre- 
thren, and ſiſters, yea and his own life 
alſo, he cannot be my diſciple ; that is, 
if a Man ſet not ſlight by any Thing 
in the World, in compariſon of his 
Duty, he cannot be my diſciple ;, lo that 
you ſee here a great Reaſon for Self- 
denial, even in the Things that are 
deareſt to us; our Duty 1s ſtill to be 
lov'd above all, and before all: Nay, 
we muſt part with a Right Hand or an 
Eye, the Things that we are Jloatheſt 
to part with, if Religion requires it; no- 
thing is too dear to be ſacrific'd to it; 
and *tis much better to enter into Hea- 
ven, having one Hand or one Eye, than 
having both to be caſt into Hell Fire, 


mn 


we had better part with the moſt be- 


* 


( 
lov'd Things for the Sake of Heaven, 
than to periſh with em in our Boſom. 
And therefore we ſhou'd either abridge 
ourſelves in, or part, with the moſt 


darling Things, as Need requires, 


and not only ſo, but be ready to un- 
dergo the ſevereſt Uſage for our Reli- 
gion patiently : This is nothing but 
our Duty; and thus much Chriſt ex- 
pects from us; and the doing of it is 
very acceptable to God: This 7s thank- 
worthy, 1 Pet. Ii. 19, KC. if à man for 
conſcience toward God endure grief, ſuffer- 
ing wrongfully, For what glory is it, if 
when ye be bufſeted for your faults, ye 

ſhall take it patiently © but if when ye do 
well, and ſuffer for it, ye take it patient 
ly: this is acceptable with God, For 
even hereunto were ye called : becauſe 


Chriſt alſo ſuffer'd for us, leaving us an 


Example, that we ſhould follow his ſtept: 


Who did no fin, neither was guile found 
in his mouth : Who when he was revi 
led, reviled not again; when he ſuffered, 


he threatned not; but committed himſelf 


to him that judgeth righteouſly So that 
if we profeſs e to RX. Chriſti 
ans, we have the greateſt Reaſon to 
deny ourſelves, as to worldly Enjoy- 

| | ments 
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ments or Intereſts, when they are in- 
conſiſtent with Religion: We muſt ſa- 
crifice our Luſts and Paſſions, our Plea- 
ſures and our Profits to our Duty; 
and not only ſo, bur always be dif- 
pos'd in Readineſs of Heart to endure 
any thing for the Sake of our Profeſſi- 
on. Hereunto we are call'd; and if 
it pleaſe God to exerciſe us with Af- 
flictions, 'tis no more than our Saviour 
has ſuffer d: We muſt follow his 
Steps, always remembering that this 
is thank-worthy, if a Man for Conſci- 
ence towards God ſuffers wrongfully. 
And thus I have ſhew'd you what 
Method our Saviour took in ſettling 
Chriſtianity in the World. He offers 
no worldly Advantages, neither Ho- 
nours, Pleaſures, nor Profits; he offers 
no Compulſion to Mens Minds, only. 
propoſes Religion to em fairly - 
any man will come after me, let him de- 
ny himſelf, and take up his croſs, and 
follow me. K 
_ 2dly, | have ſhew'd wherein the Na- 
| ture of Self-denial confiſts, to be wil- 
ling to part with any thing, or ſuffer 
any thing, for the Sake of Religion. 
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_ 3dly, I have given ſome Reaſons "A 
the Practice of this Duty, becauſe. o- 
therwiſe we cannot faithfully ſerve 
God, nor come up to that Pattern of 
holy Life, which was ſo eminent in 
our Saviour. 

And now I come to offer one Motive, 
to perſwade Men to the Practice of this 
Duty, which alſo may be as an Argu- 
ment to ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of it. 
And I ſhall endeavour to perſwade 
Men to the Practice of this Duty of 
Self-denial, from our Saviour's Com- 
mand, and ſo conclude. 

If we call our Saviour, Lord, Lord, 
and own him for our Miſter, then 
ſure we ſhall not ſtand out, to fulfll 
the Commands of our Lord and Ma- 
ſter. I am ſure Men uſed to do thus 
much to their earthly Maſters : If they 
ſay to one, come, he cometh ; to + 
nother, go, and he goeth; to another 
do this, and he doeth it. If therefore 
ſo much Reſpect and Obedience can be 
ſhewn to earthly Maſters, if their Or- 
ders and Injunctions ſhall be obſerv'd 
with ſo much Exactneſs and Diligence, 
with ſo much Fear of diſobliging, with 
whata Readineſs.and Alacrity of * 
WI 


Co) 
with what Caution and Care ſhould 
the Commands of our Great Maſter 
and dread Sovereign, in Heaven, be 
- fulfilled 2 If we can pay a ready Obe- 
dience to Men, how can we deny the 
ſame to God? If we can freely ſerve 
Men for temporal Intereſts and Advan- 
tages, ſhou'd we not be much ſooner 
willing to ſerve our Saviour for the 
eternal Benefit of our Souls, and to 
take thoſe Meaſures, and follow thoſe 
Directions that he has preſcrib'd? For, 
otherwiſe, in vain ſhall we apply our 
ſelves to the Phyfician of our Souls for 
Cure, if we will not obſerve his Or- 
ders; we ſhall both increaſe our Di- 
itemper, and render it incurable, and 
ſhall be given up by the Phyſician, as 
deſperately bent upon our own Ruin. 
To make therefore the Care of our 
Saviour for our Souls ſucceſsful, we 
muſt follow his Orders and Commands, 
and uſe ſuch Phyſick as he preſcribes 
for our Recovery; and what Sen th 
gives us, you have in the Words of 
the Text, Then ſaid Je ſius to bis diſciples, 
if any man will come after me, let him de- 
wy himſelf, and take up his croſs Oo. 
alio, Mark viii. 34. As alfo Euke ix. 
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(150) —_ 
5 So: that the Terms of our Diſciple- 
ſnip are very plain and obvious, and 
the Methods we are to take for our 
Salvation are very intelligible :_ We 
muſt deny ourſelves as to the Honours, 
Pleaſures, or Profits of this, World; 
and alſo, if there be Occaſion, take 
up our Croſs, undergo the ſevereſt 
Things, for the Sake of Chriſt, rather 
than forſake him; nay, we muſt in 
Readineſs, of Mind be prepar'd to for- 
ſike all and follow him. And now, 
if we heartily embrace the Chriſtian 
Religion, we wuſt not ſtick at the ſeem- 
ing Dificulty of the Command, but 
bear the Yoke that is laid upon our 
Necks with all Patience and Long- 
ſuffering. And tho' it may ſeem to. 
Fleſh and Biood a little heavy to be 
borne, yet, all Things confider'd, we 
may take his, own Word for it, that his 
yoke is eaſy and his burden light. Our 
Saviour, therefore, having command- 
ed us to deny ourſelves, as to this 
World, it behoves us to comply with 
the Command; dis Chriſt kimſelf that 
came to deliver us Frei our Sins, and 
to fave tis; that en oyns 779 ſo LO do ; and 
if we do not, we renomce our Diſcipie- 
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cn? 
iy and forſake Chriſtianity; and if an 
ne Bilcloles hilt this a hard Sa X 
ing, and from henceforth will ke: 
no more with him, it cannot be help'd ; 
if they like not the Command, they 
muſt abandon the Religion, with all its 
future Intereſts. But, methinks, it 1s 
a heavy Reproach upon Man, when 
he can expoſe his Health, his Life, 
and Fortune, for the Sake of the World, 
and yet cannot bring his Heart, in one 
Particular, to deny himſelf for the 
Sake of his dear Redeemer, nay for his 
own Sake: It is a down-right Con- 
tempt or Neglect of the divine Autho- 
rity, and a Kind of filent Diſbelief of 
his Promiſes ; it is, in Effect, to flight 
and vilify the Meaſures he has 
laid down for our Salvation; 'tis a 
Rebellion againſt his Commands, and, 
jn ſome Sort, declares our Minds, that 
we will no longer have him Lord over 
us, but will live according to the 
Dictates of our own Luſts and In- 
clinations, notwithſtanding all he 
has threatned and commanded to the 
contrary; it ſhews the Diſpoſition of 
our Minds, that tho' he has call'd 
us aut of the World and from the 
L 4 ſinful 
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(192) 
finful Luſts and Practices of it, yet we 
are reſolv'd, ſtill, to be of the World, 
and to wallow in its Sins; to eſteem 
more the Smiles and Countenance of 
the World, than his Indignation and 
Diſpleaſure; that we will not mortify 
one Luſt, bridle one Paſſion, ſubdue 
one Appetite, deny ourſelves of any 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction, when the 
chief Lord and grand Sovereign of the 
Univerfe commands us, when our 
ſuffering bleeding Saviour calls and: in- 
vites us to it, when eternal Happineſs 
is offer'd to us for abridging ourſelves 
of tranſitory - Joys, which muſt be a 
Sin of ſuch a provoking and diſplea- 
ſing Nature to God, that we cannot, 
upon any good Grounds, think it will 
fall ſhort of ſharing in the bittereſt Cup 
of God's Wrath and Indignation, of 
having its Portion with Hypoctites and 
Sinners. OL en ay 
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Pſalm XXIIix. - 

And nd now, Lord, what is my hope; hls 

| * 


my hope i is even in thee. 


HERE is but one RY In- 
| gredient that makes Life 
| have any Guſt or Reliſh in 
| it, that helps to ſpin out 

our Days with any Satis- 
1 and Comfort to us, that eaſes 
and allays all our Labours and Pains, 
and makes us live on to the Cloſe of a 


natural Life comfortably, and that 


8 Hope. 


How- 
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cn” 
However we are diſappointed and 
baulk'd by every Thing that promis'd 


and look'd-big with Satisfaction, Con- 


tent, and Good, however the fwel- 
ling Bubble proves but Wind; how- 
ever the gay Rainbow proves but Co- 
Jour, however, the appearing Sub- 
ſtance proves but a Phantom and Sha- 
dow; yet ſtill we are not quite worſt- 
ed, but begin our Hopes afreſh; we 
renew our Expectations, and look for 
better, even from thoſe very Things 
that perform worſe and worſe every 
Day : Thus on we go to our Lives 
End, waiting and expecting for we 
know not what Good, from: we know 
not what Hand, very often; have no 
certain fix*'d Aim for an Object of our 
Hope, or but an ill one, that can yield 
our craving Appetites and Capacities 
no Satisfaction. Thus it comes to paſs, 
that we are ever graſping and reaching 
out our Arms for ſome Good or other, 
which, when compaſs'd, leaves us. as 
craving and diſſatisfy'd as before. 

This the holy Pſalmiſt ſays, and un- 
derſtood very well, when he diſtin- 
guiſh'd fo well betwixt Man and all 
human and mortal Good, and God, the 

ever- 


(155) 
everlaſting Good, and fix'd his Hope 
ſo firmly on the latter, where a full 
Satisfaction could only be found. 
Behold, ſays he, in the two forego- 
ing Verſes, Thou haſt made my days, as 


it were, a ſpan long, and mine ape is even 


as nothing, and verily every man living 


is altogether vanity. For man walks in 
a vain ſhadow, and diſquieteth himſelf in 
vain ;, he heapeth up riches, and cannot 
tell who ſhall gather them. | 
Were this World to continue for 
ever, and the Goods the World con- 
tains everlaſting in their own Nature, 
what wou'd they ſignify to, or benefit 
us, fo long as we muſt die, and leave 
'em behind us; and not only leave 
*em behind us, but we know not to 
whom? 2 3 
But, alas! ſo uncertain are any of 
us of our beſt Things in their Enjoy- 
ment, ſhall I ſay, or rather Poſſeſſion, 
that the next Minute to that which 
brought 'em, may take em away, and 
what 1s ours to Day, may be another's 
to Morrow. We muſt be remov'd from 
the deareſt Things we value moſt in 
this World, and very commonly they 
are 
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are remov'd from us before it come to 
that. As for what we call our Riches, 
our Freafire, we may call 'em our 
God, if we will be ſo wicked, and 
make em ſo too, if we will be ſa foel- 
Hh, yet we muft leave em to a Suc- 
—_— T 5 

And tho' he be a Son, yet we know 
not whether we have left them to him 
or no: He may be 2 Fool, then they 
are left a Prey to Knaves and Villains, 
he may be wicked, and a Prodigal, and 
then they berome the Booty of Har- 
ik evil Men. 

So true is that which the Pſalmiſt 
fays, he that heaps up riches, cannot tell 
who ſhall gather them. W 

Since, therefore, there is little or 
no Glimmering of Hope in this Life, 
no appearing Beam of Satisfaction 
within the Round of Mortality, and 
that all here below, is vanity and 
 wexation of ſpirit» Now, that I fee 
this, Lord, what is my hope ? truly my 
hohe is even in thee. I will ſet my 
affetions on things above, not on things 
below. Tll turn my eyes from earth t0 

heaven, and in heaven fr them only up- 
| 21} 


0 8 
on thee. For whom have T in heaven 
but thee ? and there is none ian earth 
that I defire, in compariſon of thee. 
In theſe. Words there's nothing of 
Difficulty ; nothing hard to be under- 
ſtood : Word for Word they may be 
tranſlated thus: And now what haue 
1 expeted, O Lord, my hope, in thee, it 
is, or, as for my hope, it is in thee. 

And they may be thus farther para- 
phras'd: And now, Lord, whoſe Ser- 
vant I am by Poſſeſſion, by Creation, by 
Redemption, by Preſervation : What ts 
this after which my Heart is carry d out 
with ſuch a wonderful Daſire of enjoying 
i © What is this I am ſo ſorry and trou- 
bled to want the Fruition of £ What is 
this I with ſuch fiduciary Dependance 
upon it thus patiently wait for ? What 
is it that the Collection, the main Body and 
Stream of my Thoughts and Deſires meet 
together in, as in one Point and Centre ? 
What is it that they thus perpendicularly, 
and in a ſireight Line fall upon © They 
center not in this World, but in tee; 
they fall not on this Life, but on Heaven 
and God. . 1 
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75 rom choſe Words thus explaind, l 
ſhall make theſe two Remarks for 
the Doctrinal and main Hinge of 
the following Diſcourſe, 


1 That 'tis mere Madneſs mY Fol- 
ly to make any one Thing, or 
Good, or more of 'em, or all the 
Maſs of earthly Goods, our Hope, 
our Aim and End. And under 


this Head I ſhall ſhew when Men 
do ſo. 


II. That 'tis the greateſt Pella 
to make God and Religion our 
Hope, and Aim, and our utmoſt 
End. And under this, I ſhall ſhew 
when Men do make God their 
pes. And, 


1. That 'tis mere Madneſs and F olly 


to make any one Thing, G. 


For what can be more imprudent and 


indiſcreet than to make that our End 
which will haveanEnd ; to reſt upon 
that whence we muſt be ſhak'd off; 
and to lean upon that with our whole 


Weight, 
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Weight, which will ſhortly, we know 
not how ſoon, be pluck'd from under 
us? We muſt have an End of our Be- 

ing, and ſo muſt all other Things have 
of theirs; and for us, Tenants at Will 

to the univerſal Lord, that muſt be re- 
mov'd from our Farms ſhortly, may be 
next Week, next Dav, next Minute, 
the next Moment; for us, I ſay, to 
place our Good, our Reſt, our Depen- 
dance and Reliance, our greateit Hope, 
our Happineſs, (for there is our greateſt 
Happineſs, where our Hope is) to fix 
our Foot, and ſettle down in this un- 
certain Dwelling-place, which may, 
perhaps, out-laſt our Lives, 'perhaps 
not, 1s Indiſcretion and Folly with a 
Witneſs. _ 
It is not my preſent Purpoſe to run 
thro' the whole Creation, to ſhew the 
Inſufficiency of all the Goods contain'd . 
in it, to make us happy; nor ſhall I 1 
ſhew the Vanity and Emptineſs of eve- 
ry idolizd Darling, which worldly 
Men have made their God, and plac'd 
their Happineſs in ; neither need I do 
this, which has been done ſo excellent- 
ly well to my Hand by the wiſeſt of 
Men, who hath ſtampt upon all Things, 
nor 
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not only Vanity, but Vexation of Spi- 
rit. There is one famous Paſſage in 
the Goſpel, which will ſerve to prove 
this, 4 giving an Inſtance of the Va- 
nity of one of the moſt idoliz'd Goods, 
(which has long contended for the 
chiefeſt) without heaping more Argu- 
ments from Scripture or Reaſon toge- 
ther, — which is that of St. "7 
12. 16 to 22» and which is à moſt con- 
vincing Argument of the Madneſs of 
truſting in uncertain Riches, (if God 
Has bleſs'd us with *em) if indeed any 
Argument can convince Men of the 
Madneſs and Folly of it.—Chriſt ſpake 
2 Parable to the Multitude, but to his 
Diſciples firſt of all, ſaying, The 
ground of a certain rich man brought forth 
plenteouſly , and be thought within him- 
Jelf, ſaying, What ſhall I do, becauſe 1 
have no room where to beſtow my fruits? 
And be ſaid, This will I do: T will pull 
down my barns, and build greater; and 
there will I beſtow all my fruits and my 
goods; and I will ſay to my ſoul, Soul, 
thou haſt much goods laid up for many 
years, take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and 
be merry. But God ſaid unto him, Thon 
fool, this night thy ſoul ſhall be _ 
A 


(167-) 
of thee : then whoſe ſball thoſe things be. 
2a thou 54 = Path So is be, 
faith the Truth itſelf, Chriſt Jeſus, 
that layeth up treaſure for himſelf, and 4s 
not rich towards God; fo is he, What 
whe ? In plain Terms, A Fool. Our 


Lord and Sayiour, himſelf, gives. hyn 
no better a Name, To this, the great 
yſteries of the Goſ- 


Steward of the M 
pel, Chrift's Great Apoſtle, St. Paul, 
gives his Suffrage, That the Love of Mo- 
ney, and conſequently placing Happi- 
neſs upon it, pierces Men thro with 
many ſorrows, 1 Tim. 6. 1c. And ſuxely 
* cannot be very wiſe, however he 
nay ſeem ſo in his own Conceit, that 
may be more eaſy, and in leſs Tor- 
ment and Pain, by valuing it (and all 
other Things) at no greater Rate than 
they are really worth, by uſing it as 
a Traveller does a Well, for the Re- 
freſument of his thirſty Spirits, not 
by making it his Hope or Confidence. 
In ſhort, a dreadful Woe is thunder d 
againſt all them who confine their ul- 
timate End to this dirty Globe on which 
we tread, and join houſe to houſe, and 
lay field to field, till there be no place that 
. M they 
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they may be placed alone in the midſt of 


* 


the gartÞ; Ia, 3. . TAP! 
And St. James reads ſuch but a tra- 
gical Leſſon, pronounces a fearful Sen- 
tence, and tells us of but a lamentable 
End of the rich Man's Happineſs, Fam. | 
3, 1 to7. He tells him, he had lived 
in pleaſure on the earth, and been wan- 
ton; he had nouriſhed bis heart as in 
day of ſlaughter he had ſet it upon 
the ſorry Delights and Joys of the 
| Earth, liv'd delicately and riotouſly, 


like the rich Man in the Goſpel : And 


what is all this, but the pampering 
himſelf for Deſtruction, adding Fuel 
for the Wrath of God to work upon, 
and feeding himſelf for eternal Ruin? 
And certainly this can be reckon d no 
Character of a wife Man: For then was 
the rich Man wiſe, Luke 16, whoſe 
only Care was confin'd to his ſumptu- 
ous Fare; and-the poor Man the F 2 
whoſe Hope terminated where his Sou 
was ſettled, in Abrahams Boſom. 
If Folly be not Wiſdom, and Wiſdom 
Folly, if they have not chang'd Sides, 
this Head is plain enough. | 
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(163) 
But farther, let us conſider, what 
Benefit we can expect from Riches in 

this World, and then we may eaſily 
diſcover what we are to hope from em 
hereafter. Will Riches remove the 


Aches and Pains of our Bodies? Will 


they ſettle and compoſe the Diſorders 
of a frighted and terrify'd Conſcience? 
Will they filence its Laſhes and blunt 
its Stings, or eaſe the violent F witches 
of it? Will they cure our Afflictions, 
or remedy our Diſtreſſes, or heal thoſe 
Troubles to which all Mankind are ſo 
commonly expos'd 2 The Heathen Poet 
himſelf was ſo wiſe as to know this, 
that non eris aceruus aut auri ægroto 
Domino deduxit corpore febres, non animo 
curas,— that Money cou'd neither qua- 
lify the outragious Heats of a Fever, 
nor cheer up a diſconſolate Mind. They 
cannot ; thoſe Grievances lie beyond 
the Power of their Vertue to redreſs; 
notwithſtanding all the celebrated Ver- 
tues of the Aurum Potabile, (tho' it 
does not concern me to gainſay its 
Qualities, we will ſuppoſe it, howe- 


ver, a harmleſs Medicine) yet, as the 


World generally uſes Gold, 'tis by no 


Means medicinal, but ſerves to en- 
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( 164) 
creafe our Cares and Troubles, and to 
heap on à greater Load of Uneaſineſs 
upon our Mind; and when we expect 
moſt Help from it, it generally fails 
us, or, however, leaves us craving in 
the moſt plentiful Enjoyments of it. | 
It can never remove the Infirmities | 
of Sickneſs, or the Pains of Diftempers 
attending old Age, much lefs ſatisfy 
the Deſires of a rational Soul, or re- 
lieve Infirmities of Sickneſs, or the 
Pains of the Diſtreſſes of a troubled 
B 0 
If we depend upon it, it will cer- | 
tainly fail us; and we may frequent- | 
Iy make Obſervations of Men much 
happier in a lower Orb and meaner 
Circumſtance, much healthfuller, and 
more content, that paſs their Lives on 
much more comfortably and delight- 
fully than (I think I may ſay) Kings 
that fit on their Thrones, and the 
greateſt and richeſt Potentates upon 
Earth. | 
Io ſpeak the Truth of Riches, as 
the World ſtands, a competent Quan- 
tity of em is neceſſary to carry us thro 
the World; but a State of an equal 
Diſtance from Poverty, and wo — 
un- 


(165) 
| Abundance, is the moſt eligible State to 
z wiſe Man——And therefore this is 
the Prayer of a wiſe Man; Give me 
neither Poverty nor Riches, but feed me 
with Food convenient for me. —— For 
which he gives a good Reaſon after- 
wards, 1. c. that extreme Poverty 
(the firſt of theſe) is apt to put Men 
upon unjuſt Methods for getting a Li- 
ving; and the latter, is Riches, to with- 
draw Mens Hearts from God, and to 
ſet themſelves in the Place of em, and 
to poſſeſs themſelves of that Share of 
our Love and Affections, which we 
ows to God allo. 221 
They make Men to truſt and con- 
fide in em, and to ſettle their Hopes 
and Expectations on 'em: © 
Which whatſoever Man does, it is a 
great and fatal Miſtake ; *ris leaning 
upon a broken Reed, which is much 
more likely to pierce his Hand thro, 
than ever ſupport him. 
"Tis truſting to a Thing that will 
forſake us, and that, too, in our great- 
eſt Need; for Riches certainly make 
to themſelves Wings, and fly away 
from us, and diſappoint us, or, if they 
MY do 
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(x66 ) 
do not, we ſhall ſoon. fly away from 
So that either they will leave us, or 
we muſt leave them; and then I know 
not what Benefit we can expect from 
'em, (I mean in having our Hopes and 
Expectations, our Deſires and Love fix'd 
upon em) fince we are to be no long, 
and it may be, ſhort Companions. ... - 
Did any Man ever yet rely upon 
Riches, and was not diſappointed and 
deceivd? Did ever any Man yet make 
*em his God, and was any hetter for 
his Choice? No Man, I believe; yet, 
that ever did, but, upon a ſerious Que- 
{tion upon the Matter, (even after his 
longeſt Tryal of em) would make An- 
{wer, he might as well have made 
any Benefit he found by it, to the ſa- 
tisfying the longing Deſires of his im- 
mortal Soul. | 1244 e 
There is no Difference of a wooden 
or a golden God, for any Help they can 
afford their Votaries in Time of Need, 
for any Comfort or Delight they can 

give to a diſtreſs'd Soul. * 


Pſ. 135. 18. The Pſalmiſt gives ng. 
great Character, either to thoſe that 
make, ſuch Gods, or to thoſe. that put 
They that make them are like unto them, 
and ſo are all they that put their truſt in 
them; — that is, they are as ſenſeleſs 
as the very Idols they adore, as Stocks 
and Stones, or ſenſeleſs Matter; ſo 
that, in plain Terms, without making 
any more Words upon the Matter, they 
are very unthinking Fools. | 

So that it may deſervedly be ſaid of 
'em as it was of Doeg, when their God 
has diſappointed or forſaken em, and 
they. fallen into Miſery and Ruin, Lo! 
this is. the man that took not God for bis 
ſtrengtb, but truſted in the multitude of 


his riches. | Cie TEE 

This is that miſerable and deceiv'd 
Man! Now he, is ruin'd and undone 
er as 1 
And whatever wicked Men ſay againſt 
the Juſt and Godly, perhaps flout him 
in the Words they did our Saviour, 
when they ſee him in his Miſery, — 
He truſted in God, let bim deliver him now 
F be will have him; yet ſuch a Man has 
made a good and rational Choice. in 
2 7 Hs __ © mak- 


_ . = 
making God his Hope, for he has 2 
ſure Friend, that will not fail to help 
him in Time of Need © He has made 
the beſt Choice in the World; he has 
fix'd his Faith, his Confidence, his 
Hope, in an Obje& that will — an- 
ſwer all his Expectations, that will not 
only deliver him out of alt his Calami- 
tles, but will take him to himſelf, and 
to Glory and Pleaſures that flow from 
his Preſence for evermormme. 

But I ſhall enlatge too much upon 
this Topick in its improper Place. 


* 


Of this more hereafter, 
I come now to ſhew you when Men 
may be reckon'd to fix their Hopes of 
Happineſs upon deceitful and unſatis- 
fy'd Objects, upon the good Things of 

this World. 8 1 
And this is no hard Matter to be 
done, nor needs it a long Diſquiſition; 
For, : 5 8 
Whatever it is that engroſſes the 
greateſt Part of a Man's Time, and the 
deſt and intenſeſt of his Thoughts, and 
Studies, and Endeavours, his Soul, and 
the ardenteſt Defires of it, may be 
{aid to be the Object of 2 Man's Hopes 
and Confidence. Whatſotver a _— 
| 01 


(6169) | 
follows with that Earneſtneſs, and Af- 
fection, and Love, wherewith we are 
to proſecute Religion, and aſpire after 
God, with all our hearts, with all our 
minds, and with all our ſouls, and: with 
all our ſtrengtbh, or with ſuch Intentions, 
in all theſe, this, whatever it is, has 
the greateſt Bent and Stretch of our 
Souls and Defires. 15 "+426 

In a Word, whatever is uppermoſt 
in our Defires, we make the Object of 
If good Meats, if Drinks, if Gold, if 
Luft be the uppermoſt in our” Deſires 
and Hearts, and not ſubordinate to Re- 
hgion and God;*that is the Object of 
our Love, and conſequently of our 
Hope; ſo that this is a certain Criterion, 
or Sign whereby we may judge when 
any created Thing is our Hope. 

I come no in the ad Place to ſhew 
you, chat *tis the greateſt Prudence to 
make God and Religion our Hope, and 
Aim, and utmoſt End: And this is 
ſufficiently apparent; for if it be 
Folly and Ind iſcretion to chooſe any 
Creature for our Hope, our End and 
Centre, *tis evident, that tis the 5 
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and wifeſt Courſe to make God our 
Hope: 8 * | 

A Centre there 1s Cones — 
in the Creatures or the Creator, for 
the Soul to reſt upon, to which it 

turns, as een EC the Needle to the 
Pole. 22 * | . 
This Centre is not to u be found with-. | 
in the Circumference of Things crea- | 
ted; it muſt then -be in that Being 
which has a Centre of Happinefs every 
where, and his Gireniateroner? no. 
where. 

As for that Good which we fit led 
out under the laſt Head, and whoſe 
Vanity we then repreſented, the Scrip- 
tures aſſure us, that he that covets ſil- 
ver, ſball not be ſatisfied - with filver ; 
nor. he that loves abundance; with. In 
creaſe + and that that is vanity ;, for the 
Beholders of em have no Geod of em 
while they have em, but the bebolding 
of them with their eyes. Eecl. $3: 1: 

Doubtleſs, then, tis the wiſeſt 
Courſe any Man can take, to chooſe 
and perſue that for his Hope where he 
may be aſſur'd of Satisfaction; and 
certainly this Satisfaction is to be found 


no where but 1 in God, who 1s the _ 
5 


(11) 
of our beſt and rational Hope; and in 
Religion, the rational Means that leads 
to this End. | | 
The Means which lead on to the End 
af our Hope, ſettle and ſtrengthen our 
Hope here by the Comforts they yield 
in the Journey and Paſſage : They are 
of that Excellency, that they Carisfy: 
and content us here, before Hope come 
to be ſwallow'd up in Enjoyment: So 
ſweet a Thing is the Practice of Piety; 
that it makes every Thing, even the 
hardeſt Difficulties, eaſy to be born: 
It tempers the Mind in Proſperity, 
(when it is apt to be ſwell'd with Pride, 
Haughtineſs, and Inſoleney) with Hu- 
mility, Meekneſs, Modeſty, Sobriety, 
Compaſſion, Charity, Mercy: It guides 
our Tongues with Prudence, it ſeaſons 
our Converſation with Salt and Grace, 
to the Edification of the Hearers, Eph. 
4. 6. and teaches us ſo to look to our 
Way, that we offend not in our Tongue. 
It ſways and regulates our Actions 
and Demands, ſo that they may be in- 
nocent and beneficial to others, as ex- 
tenfively as our Powers will reach, 
and be hurtful to none; and, doubtleſs, 
this muſt make a Man amiable in the 
| Sight 


« * 4 * 


__ Cong -- 
Sight of others, certainly of all good 
Men, and procure the Veneration even 
of the worſt; and this Religion, right- 
Iy practis'd, as well as profeſs'd, will 
It will take away, if not the Occa- 
ſions and Exertions, yet the Exceſſes; 
and take away the Heat and Ebulli- 
tion of all Railing, Bitterneſs, Anger, 
Malice, Uncharitableneſs, Murmurs , 
Grudges, and all the Brood of that 
Kind; and renders a Man (inſtead of 
a Nabal, that one cannot ſpeak to) gen- 
tle and kind, tender-hearted and pati- 
ent, and as uſeful as he can toall Men; 
It will make him careful how he 
ſpends his Time, that he redeem it to 
the Honour and Glory of his Great 
God and Saviour; it will make him 
tenderly to obſerve his Day, and to 
ſpend it in his Houſe, and ferious in 
Prayer and Thankſgiving, and hearing 
His Word with Reverence, Attention, 
and Reſolution to praiſe what he 
hears, that it may bring forth in him the 
farther Fruits of good Living. 
In a Word, it will make him godly, 
righteous, and ſober, in his Life and 
Converſation. 
This 


e Fa. 
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This is to be a Chriſtian, and the 
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Practice of this will be of unſpeakable 
Satisfaction and Comfort to him that 
thus follows his Lord's Steps. 
And certainly he is the wiſeſt Man, 
that purſues that Courſe of Life which 
breeds no Diſquiet, but takes it away, 
and leaves Peace in the Room of it; 
that is follow'd with no Repentance, 
(the Plank after. Shipwreck) but at- 


tended with the glorious and comfort- 


able Retinue of Peace and Joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt ; which alſo in any Vit 
tation of God, in Affliction, Perſecu- 
tion, Weakneſs, and Sickneſs, can with 
Patience and a cheerful Heart, and an 
unwavering and unduubting Faith in 
the Promiſes of God, refign his Will 


_ unto the Will of his heavenly Father, 


and receive with Thankfulneſs the 
Rod, as well as the Royal Robe and 
Crown of Righteouſneſs: | 
So excellent and ſweet to the Poſſeſ- 
for, is the Exerciſe and Comfort of the 
Vertues and Graces of Religion in their 
own Nature, that none but a Fool, 
wou'd neglect em: Had they no other 
Reward aſſign'd 'em than that of their 
Rs own 


CORE. - 
own Contentation and wack Refult of I 
their own Pleaſure, 

Bur Chriſtian Hopes contain far more 
Conſolations than theſe; if the Means 
be fo fruitful in Good and Sweetneſs, 
the End is much more ſo. 

Temporal Bleſſings, according to the | 
Meaſure. of our Neceflities, and the 
Uſe we ſhall make of em, is 2 ſubor- 
dinate End of our Hope?! 

Our Hope and Truft in God, by 
cafting our Burden upon him, will cer- 
tainly feed us, according to the Pro- 
mile, Pf. 37. 3. Put thou thy truſt in 
the Lord, and be doing good, and verily 
thou ſhalt be fed: Delight thou in the 
Lord, and he fhall give thee thy heart's 
defire : Commit thy way unto the Lord, 
and put thy truſt in him, and he ſhall 
bring it to N Hold thee ſtill in the 
Lord, and abide patiently upon him : 
Hope thou in the Lord, and keep his Way, 


and he ſhall promote thee, that thou ſhalt 
paſſeſs the Land : For the ſalvation of 
the righteous comes of the Lord, who is 
alſo their ſtrength in time of trouble : 
And the Lord ſhall ſtand by them 
and ſave them < He ſball deliver them 


from 


Caps . 
from the ungodly, and ſave them, becauſe 
they put their Truſt in him. 

And thus (as the Apoſtle ſays) God- 
lineſs has the Promiſe of this Life, but 
much more of that which is to come. 

Godlineſs, with Contentment, is great 
Gain in this Life, in Death and after 
Death, at the General Reſurrection, and 
the Great Day of Judicature. 

The World, (at leaſt as much of it 
as will carry him thro' it) and Life 
and Death, and Things preſe nt and 
Things to come; all are the pious 
Man's, and he is Chriſt's, and Chriſt 
the Lord 8, 1 Cor, 3. 22, 23% 

If then there be ſuch a Thing as Wiſ- 
dom, if the Senſe of the moſt digni- 
fy'd Men, in all Ages, be not Madneſs 
— Folly, Religion muſt be the beſt, 
nay, the only Wiſdom. 

When Men therefore live thus, pre- 
fer and value the Ways and Means 
which lead to this glorious End, true 
Religion, the Honour of God, and of 
what relates to him in his Ordinances, 
before and above all other Things, 
take the greateſt Delight in worſhipping 
God in Prayer, in Thankſgiving, in 
hearing his Word, in partaking . e 

rdi- 


- - _ vs | 
Ordinances, in an intimate Communion 
with him, and what is holy and good, 
and ſtudy to promote the Honour of 
the Great Lord of all; this is a cer- 
tain Mark or Note they make God 
their Hope, and are wiſe to Salvation. 
And thus] have plainly ſhewn, that 
tis the greateſt Wiſdom and Prudence 
to make God our Hope, and when 
we do fo. . 
From the former Head, namely, the 
Vanity of making any created Being 
our Hope, we learn to ſit looſe to the 
fleeting Joys, and fugitive Delights and 
Shadows, and ſham Enjoyments of this 
World ; not to value any Thing we 
at preſent poſſeſs, beyond the juſt Va- 
lue or Worth of it. | * 
We none of us prize a Glaſs, or earth- | 
en brittle Veſſel, which is ſhatter'd and 
broke by a rude Blow, or a careleſs 
Hand, at the Rate we do our laſting 
Gold and Silver Plate; yet this it is 
to fix our Affections ſo firmly and cloſe 
to any earthly Enjoyment, that we 


cannot be parted from it; but we 
part with our Hope and our Happineſs, 
when ſuch fix'd Affections are only 
to be faſten'd on Heaven, and — 
* 


iy Things; Ido not ſay. we muſt be 
totally unconcern'd, as to worldl 
Things, Accidents, or Loſſes; for this 


ſuppoſes rather an Inſetiſibility of hu - 
man Nature, or the extinguiſhing the 


Sparks of an animal Life rather than 
Religion. But the Buſineſs and Duty 
of Religion, is to regulate our Deſires 
about the Things we poſſeſs, ſo that 
we value em no farther than they are 
needful and convenient; and as in this 
World all Men are and will be expos d 
to Loſſes and croſs Accidents, yet Ræ- 
ligion ought ſo to govern our Minds, 
that we may not be impatient under 
ems ;: . COT AFR os 
The Loſſes we are ſubject to in this 


World, are either of Perſons or Things; 


if the Loſs be of Things, we muſt con- 
fider that God deſign'd it for a Trial of 
our Patience and Reliance on his Provi- 


dence, whoſe the Earth. it, and the Ful | 


neſs thereof ; or hecauſe he ſaw it wou'd 
have done us ſome Harm to have had 
it longer. - And this we may be affur'd 
of, if the Uſe of it be beſt for us, we 
ſhall have it reſtor'd in Specie, or ſome- 
thing equivalent: if it be not, our heae- 

"I 7 vently 
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venly Father ſees tis not expedient, or 
beEforus? e gw hn e; 
If the Loſs be of Perſons, as is very 
common in all Parts of the World, we 
are to remember, the Loſs will not be 
ſo great as we think of; we muſt fol- 
low ourſelves, in a ſmall Time; and if 
the Departed were a faithful and pious 
Chriftian, or an innocent one, our only 
Way to regain his Company, to our 
Com fort, is to live up to our moſt holy 
Religion, that we may overtake him 
Whatever God beſtows upon us, there- 
fore, let him, without our Repining, 
deprive us of when he pleaſes ; if he 
take one Thing away, he will give us 
fomething better: Let him take away 
whatever we poffeſs, ſo he give us him- 
Felf; let him take away the Gift, fo 
He give us the Giver; for God is all 
in all, and he can never be poor who 
poſſeſſes him- who poſſeſſes all. 
From the ſecond Head let us learn ſo 
much of the beſt Sort of Wiſdom, as to 
value God and Religion. (the Means 
which leads to his Enjoyment) above 
all the World, and tenderly regard 
whatſoever has any Relation to him ? 
| an 
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and to ſay, in Truth and 2 


(279 


Hope and our Happineſs is in the Lord; 
and let us prove this we ſay in Word, 
to be true in Deed and in Practice. 
Alas! what a ſad Thing will it be 
to any of us, that when we come to 
depart this Life, and leave the Burden 


of our Fleſh behind us, and of all o- 


ther worldly Goods, we muſt be forc'd 
to leave our Joy, the Delight of our 
Eyes, our Hope and our Happineſs, 
nay, our God behind us? That our 
Hopes muſt be bury'd in the Grave, 
never to have a Refurrection, tho' our 
Bodies have? We have all great Res- 
ſon to confider our ſpiritual Eſtate, 
how it ſtands towards God, and to be 
aſſur'd, as far as we can; and that we 
may fo far be afſur'd, by the former two 
Ru les, as to remove all Scruples;” Irre- 
ſolutions and Doubts from our Mind ; 
Iſay, we had all need to take all ima: 
ginable Care, and be aſſur'd of a future 
Hope upon good Grounds in out 
Healths, when we may without Db . 
ſtraction do it. e ee 
We have great need to ſet our Ac- 
counts ſtrait, before we go hence and be 
no more ſeen, and keep em as even 48 


N 2 we 


ces 


we can while we ſtay here, for fear of 
an unexpected Surprizes 

Not every one that ſayeth unto me and : 
Lord, &c. but be that doeth the Will of ny 4 


Father, &*c. which is in Heaven. 
| Every one of you, therefore, conſi- 
der, in every Action now in your Health. 
What am I a doing? Is this Action I am 
about, the Will of the Lord? I do the 
Will of the Lord in my lawful Voca- 


tion and Calling, but does not the Lord 


call me to be actually engag'd in his 

—_— ? Ts it nota Time wherein 1 
may and ſhou'd be occupy'd in God's 
Worſhip ? If I be doing no Evil, am! 
doing any Good for my own Soul 
and others ? If not, I am doing Evil, 
in not employing my precious Mi- 
nutes, Abilities, and Powers to ſo ne- 
ceſſary an End. Do I make God my 
Hope, my Truſt, my Confidence in all 
my Actions, and do 1 propoſe him as 
the End of em all? If I do, then I a& 
like a wife Man ; butif I do not, wiſer 
Perſons have been confinꝰd to Chains 
and a dark Room. 


Wherefore be ye not unwiſe, Bre- 


thren, but, underſtanding what the Will 
of the Lord is, for the Lord's Sake, 


and 
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(181) 
and for your own Souls Sake, for your 
own greateſt Intereſt and Concern: 
God and Chriſt are happy without us, 
and will be fo, tho* we be miſerable. 
But it is not the Will of the Father 
and Son, we, or any, ſhould” perith, 
but that all ſhould have erer klin; 
Life; elſe wou'd not they have taken 
that Care and Pains both have laid 
out, to the End that Men ſhauld he 
happy in the Enjoyment of their Glory 
in Heaven | 
To which happy Place may the Prudence 
and Wiſdom of a religious Life, and the 
Choice of God for our Truſt, our Hope, 
our Confidence, conduct us for the Sake of 


Feſus Chriſt. 
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Mark Kill. 37. 


And what I ſay unto you, I fo s unto all, 
Watch. 


71S not at all 1mproperly, 

15 that the State and Condi- 
1 NES tion of a Chriſtian in this 
* World, is repreſented un- 
der the Notion of 2 State 


JD 


of Warfare. 


Hence it is that St. Paul exhorts him, 
in his 1 Ep. 6. 12. To fight the good 
fight, to lay bold on eternal Ie. | 


For 


| 0483) 1 
For we have many Enemies. to en- 
age with, who will with all their 
Forge diſpute our Paſſage. to Heaven 
aadbDPpInd@i.obne wo vet am 
Therefore the Apoſtle, in the laſt 
Chapter to the Eobeſians, charges his 
Epheſians to be ſtrong in the Lord, and 
the power of his might, u. 1d, & c. —=x 
Put on the whole armour f God, that ye 
may be able to ſtand againſt the wiles. of 
the devil. 1 Þ ps 4 55 

For we Toreſile not againſt. and 
blood, but againſt panes againſt 
powers, againſt the rulers of the. darkneſs 
of this world, againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs 
in high places. And for this Reaſon, it 
is that the Church of Chriſt on Earth, 
1s called the Church Militant. N 
For the Way to Heaven is ſtrew'd 
with many and diſcouraging Difteul- 
ties, beſet with potent and vigilant E- 
nemies, who are maliciouſly bent upon 
the Ruin and Deſtruction of Chrilt's 
Church, and let flip no Advantages of 
doing it all the Miſchief they can. 

They lay Briers and Thorns in our 
Way, to render it uneaſy to us, and at 
other times entertain us with ſenſual 
Pleaſures and Delights to make us for- 

N4 get 


: Fes Ree, 


cn 2” 
get our Journey and Buſineſs: So that 
every Chriftian that means to come e- 
ver at Heaven, had need have both 
great Courage and Conduct, Refoluti- 
on and Vigilance, to travel to this 
Land of Canaan, when he will meet 


with ſo many Difficulties, ſo many Gi- 


ants in the Way. Gf 
Ihe Devil and his Inſtruments en- 
deayour to block up every Avenue of 
Heaven, to hinder and prevent his e. 
ver coming there, and maintain their 
Poſts againft him with ſo much Power 
on the one Hand, ſo much Cunning 
and Subtilty on the other, that the 
Chriſtian muſt be very ſtout and yali- 
ant, very circumſpe& and watchful, 
nd greatly ſkill'd in all the Arts of 
1 Warfare, to make a good, ſafe, 
and ſecure March to the Land of Hap- 
pineſs, to the Kingdom of Heaven. 
If Men be not conſtantly upon their 
Guard, they are eafily ſeiz'd by the 
Devil, and carry'd away captive at his 
Pleaſure; and tho' they be conſtantly 
upon the Guard, yet there is no ſmall 
Art and Conduct requir'd to baffle and 
diſappoint the Devices and Wiles of this 
ſtrong Man arm'd, to give him the F 3 
1 WHꝰö'ẽkl - 


039 


ſuch a Chriſtian Magnanimity and Re- 
folution, as that he will fly away from 


us, and permit us, without any farther 


Attempts, to make the beſt of our Way 
to the promis d Land. 3 

And tho' tis not r * a Man 
to recover himſelf from the Snares of 
the Devil, after he has been once en- 
tangled, tho it muſt be own'd by all 
who have thus fallen into his Hands, a 
Taſk of much Labour and great Diff. 
culty, ever to make their Eſcape, and 
regain their former Liberty - Let 


however poſſible and practicable i it may 


be to get out of it, to continue in his 
Bondage and Service muſt be a Thing 
of the — Hazard and moſt dread- 
ful Conſequence, = 

We have all our Taſks "nd Duties a 
fign'd us by God, and as we fulfil and 
practiſe theſe, we ſhall only be accept- 
ed of him, or rejected and puniſh'd at 
the Day of Accounts. : 

And becauſe this Day is the moſt un- 
certain, as to the Time when it ſhall 
be, tho' the moſt certain Thing in the 
World 2 it will be. 52170 
It 


5 


a triumph over, to reſiſt him with 


oY . 


Cc 
It may be at a greater or a leſſer Di- 
ſtance from us; it may be ſome Years, 
or it may but be ſome few Months, or 
Weeks, or Days, or perhaps not many 
Hours or Moments diſtant from us. 
Therefore it is moſt exceſſive hazardous 
to be at any time from the Practice of 
our Duty: For in the mean time that 
Day may overtake and ſurprize us in our 
Sins, and in abſolute Diſobedience to 
God, and in the Slavery of Satan and 
our Luſts and Paſſions. 
And if it be our Misfortune to be 
found at that Day in the Deuil's Poſſeſ- 
ſion, then there's an End put to all far- 
ther Hopes, and we are like to continue 
8 | e 
If, when the Son of God comes to 
judge the World, we be not found up- 
on Duty ; 10 Ks 
If we be not found diſcharging the 
Offices of Religion, which are com- 
manded and injoin'dusz __ 
If we be found neglecting the proper 
Work and Buſineſs that we came into 
the World for; Ba: 
If we be found miſemploying the 
Talents which God has put into our 
Hands, 


em). 


Hands, and-coreſed us: with the W ö 


nagement o; 

If we be not found e by all 
Vigilance and Watchfulneſs againſt this 
Great Day, we ſhall be cut in ſunder, 
and have our Portion appointed with 
Hypocrites; there ſhall be weeping and 
gnaſbing of Teeth. Matt. 13. 5D What 
rbarefore | I unto one, 1 for wnto all, 
Watch. - 

It is py the Duty of one Man more 
than another, but tis the indiſpenſible 
Duty of all to watcg. 

if: any Man expects to go to Heaven, 
he muſt uſe great Care, Diligence, and 
Watchfulneſs : Slothfulneſs and Neg- 
ligence will bring no Man thither. 

For the Life of a Chriſtian is a Life 
of much Action, Pains, and Induſtry,” 
and he has a mighty Care and Concern 
de his Hands. | 13 


+L We ma uſe our utmoſt Care 
and Abilities todo our Duty to- 
wards God. 


II. we muſt uſe the more Care MF 


Diligence, becauſe we have ſo 
many Enemies to prevent us in 
| Our 
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dur moſt diligent Search and 
Proſecution of er ws > 


10. Becauſe the Danger of our be- 
ing unready and unprepar'd a- 
gainſt Judgment, unleſs we be 
very wary and cautious, are ſo 
evident and manifeſt, and the 
Conſequence ſo terrible and in- 
tolerable, it behoves us, in a 
high degree to be watchful, 
and the much more ſo, leſt the 
Day of the Coming of our Lord 
124 1:00 — happens in a Time 
when we do not expect it, and 


ſurprize us before we think 
or are fit for 1 it. 


Q we We wal uſe our utmoſt Care and 
Abilities to do our Duty towards God. 
Every Chriſtian muſt not onl know 
this to be his great Duty, but that tis 
fo indiſpenfibly neceſſary, that he can 
never be ſaved without it. 

This is the chief and principal Duty, 
and which indeed is the Foundation of 
all others. 

If we practiſe this ſincerely * truly, 
We Can never fail of being good Chri- 


ſtians, 


wr 
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ſtians, never fall ſhort of any inferiour 
and ſubordinate Duties of Religion. 
He that reverences and fears the Lord 
as he ought to do, cannot fail to obey 
and keep his Commandments. And that 
no Man can be ſaid rightly to fear the 
Lord, who doth not keep his Com- 
mandments, is plain: For how does 
he fear the Lord, that violates and 
breaks his Commandments, when he 
knows God hath declared, that he will 
and is ſufficiently able to puniſh him 
for it. t 

- Hence it is that the Fear of the Lord 
is ſo highly commended and exalted in 
the Holy Scriptures. 1 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
Wiſdom, and a good underſtanding have 
all they that do thereafter, Pſalm 114 19 
And to the like Import is to be found 
in ſeveral Places of the Bible. 

The Reaſon of which is, that Fear is 
ſuch a powerful Principle, that when 
any Man truly fears and reverences 
God, he cannot poſſibly be a bad Man. 

Hence it is that the Children of I, 
rael, when they truly reverenc'd the 
Lord, acknowledg'd and own'd him to 
be the only true God, ſaid, * 
on- 
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ils 8 chat Lords command | 
etb, we. lf do, 751 
We can never reaſonably, 55 can 
we have the Boldneſs to — a gr 1 
at the obſerving of God's Commands, if 
we really believe him to be cloath'd 
with all = Attributes of an Almighty 
ſelf-ſubſiſting Being, of ines Per- 
fection, and, in a Word, Gd. 
Let ps therefore poſſeſs our Hh 
with a real Fear and Reverence cf God, 
admire him for his Greatneſs and Ma- 
zeſty, love him for all the Expreſſions 
of his Goodnefs to us, adore him, be- 
cauſe to him alone all Honour and 
Glory belongeth, becauſe he only is 
worthy of all our Praiſe and Worſhip, 
and becauſe to him appertaineth the 
ſole and abſolute Power of deſtroying 
both Body and Soul; therefore let us 
dread him above all Things, and there- 
fore let us obey ; nay, we muſt obey 
his Commandments, unleſs we will a& 
beſides our Perſwaſion and Belief ; - 
Which wou'd be ſuch a rebellion 
and fooliſh Practice, that wou'd deferve 
to be branded with the eternal Diſgrace 
of Impudence and Folly, as well as it 


vil 
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will. be ſurely tormented with the 
eternal Pain of Puniſhment in Hell 
But to diſcharge our Dugy rightly, 
and in an acceptable Way to God, as it 
is the Whole of Religion, ſo it muſt 
contain in it all the Difficulties that 
attend a religious Lifſee. 

I call our Duty towards God the 
Whole of Religion, becauſe I under- 
ſtand by it not barely a Belief in God, 
a Service, Worſhip, and Adoration of 

him, but likewiſe the Payment of . a 
juſt Obedience to his Commands; fox 

this is neceſſa ry to be done before we 
can ſerve him, and honour him right- 
err - 3-6 nt 

So that, as I ſaid before, all the Dif- 
ficulties in Religion lie m the right 

Diſcharge. of our Duty to God; for 
ſubordinate Duties are comprehended 
in it. 1 +25 on 

So that our main Care and Buſineſs 
is, how rightly to pleaſe him; and this 
is to be done, not only by owning and 
worſhipping him as God, but likewiſe 
in fulfilling all his Commands in re- 

lation to our Neighbour and ourſelves 
alſo, for we are equally oblig'd to theſe, 
to pay him due Service; 

 - And 
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II 
And herein we muſt ſhew our great- 

eſt Watchfulneſs and Warineſs, leaſt 

we fall ſhort of what he demands of 


us in any Particular. * 00% 
We muſt be very vigilant and care- 
ful that our Hearts be rightly diſpos'd, 
and that therein we harbour no wrong 
Notions of God and his Providence. 
This was the great Fault of the Hea- 
then World, Rom. 1. 21, &c.— Berauſe, 
when they knew God, they glorify'd hin 
not as God; neither were chankful bitt 
became vain in their Imagination, and | 
chang'd the Glory of the incorruptible G 
into an Image made like to corruptible 
Man, and to Birds, and four-footed Beaſts, 
and creeping Things; and this was the 
Sreat Sin of the Childreri_of Iſrael, as 
you may read in the 32d of Ex. and 
Pſ. 106. 20, They changed their Glory into 
the Similitude of an Ox that eateth Hay. 
They forgat God, their Saviour, which 
bad done great Things in Eg ypt: " 
They complain'd, and murmur'd a- 
gainſt the Diſpenſations of the divine 
Providence, as if he that had promis'd to 
take ſufficient Care of em, either wou'd 


no,, or cou'd not, fulfil his Promiſe. 


cz) 
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Let us thereforg form right Notians 7 


and Ideas of God, — God is a. Spirit, 
and thoſe that worſhip hint muſi worſhip him 


in Spirit and in Truth, Joh. 4. 24. - 
Let us have due Apprehenſions of 


his Providence, of his | nipreſence, ; 


and of his Almighty Power, to do 
whatſoever he pleaſes ; and then, if we 
conftantly bear in Mind that this.God, 
whom we ſerve, is every where, ſees 


all our Carriage and Demeanour to him 


when we tranſgreſs, or when we obey 


his Commands, and has promis d us 


Happineſs, or denqunc'd the heavieſt 
Threats of Vengeance, according as 2 


obey or diſobey em — If apy; Thing 
will, this muſt make us careful of 
all our Actions, wary, vigilant, and 


watchful to keep within the Bounds 
of Duty. "I | 


This muſt make us always upon our | 


Guard, by keeping up an Awe of God 
in our Hearts, to diligently obſerve the 
fulfilling of -thofe Commands, the Vi- 
olation whereof is ſure to be attended 
with ſuch grievous Puniſhment. ** 


a * 


What therefore I ſay unto one, I ſay 


unto all, Patch; take all poſſible Care, 
uſe your greateſt Diligerice to keep up 
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2 1 Fear, and Reverence, and Awe of 
God u pon your Minds. — For he that 
will but do thus, dare ſure never be 
any other than A vertuous and good 
Man. K 

This will be a mighty Means to pre- 
ſerve us from being drawn from our 
Duty by our own carnal Luſts and In- 
clinations, for thereby we ſhall be abler 
(as having an over-ruling Awe of God 
upon our Hearts) to check, rule, and 

overn theſe, and keep em within the 1 
Compaſs of Duty. 

Hereby we ſhall be in a better Po- 

ſture and Condition to withſtand the 
Allurements and inviting Temptations 
of the World, to deſpiſe its Pleaſures, 
and contemn all its Glories. 

And hereby, alone, we ſhall be ſuff- 
ciently arm'd to hold out againſt the 
more open Aſſaults, or more cunning 

Inſinuations and Suggeſtions of the 
Devil, that grand Adverſary of us all, 
and of the Happineſs of us en 
Which brings me to the 2d Head, name- 
Iy,—That we muſt uſe the more Gare 
and Diligence, fince there are ſo many 


Enemies to prevent and diſappoint us 
#4 of our © Happineſs, 


If 


* 


1 our e was to be. ind 

upon the Obſervance . of the divine 
Commands, and if there was little or 
nothing to hinder us from the fulfilling: 
them, then there would not be Occaſion 
for ſo much Watchfulneſs and Care, 
but a moderate Induſtry and Diligence, 
might lecure t. * 

The Way to Heaven would not then 
be ſo {trait, but we might arrive there 
upon much eaſier Terms and Pains 
than now tis 2 known we 
can. | 
But fince there are ſo many S9 . 
and Traps laid in our Way, to prevent: 
our ever coming there. F 

- Since our own Luſts and Paſſions are 
none of the meaneſt of our: Enemies, 
nor the leaſt apt to miſlead and miſguide 
us. | 
Since the World joins its Charms and 
Allurements, and the Devil his Sub- 
tilty and Cunning : for we are not ig- 
norant of his Devices. 

Therefore it is, that we muſt here 
double our Guard, act with the great- 
eſt Prudence and Caution, watch with 
an unweary'd Diligence, march with 
the utmoſt of our Care and Circum- 

A ſpection, 
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leaſt we be miſguided we Ye- 
5 into the Way that leads down to 

Hell and the Chambers of Death, whilſt 

we are ih N.. and Search of Hea- 


ven. 
wp that Fear and 


"Unleſs we kee 
reverential Awe of God and his Com- 
mands, which I before mention'd, it 
will be a moſt difficult Thing for us to 
guide and govern our Paſſions, to re- 
ſtrain our Luſts, our perverſe Inclina- 
tions and Defires, which uſually have 
0 powerful an Alcendant over us, that 
tis "by no ſmall Pains and Labour, no 
moderate Diligence that they are to be 
kept 1 in. 
If we wou'd humour and comply 
with all the Demands of our Appe- 
tites, we ſhou'd ſoon loſe ourſelves and 
our Souls, we ſhou'd ſerve them in the 
firſt, and God in the laſt Place. 
Tis no hearing of their Arguments 
and Invitations, for if we liſten but to 
them, they will ſoon grow upon us, to 
be guided and govern'd by them; 4 
and they wou'd become too violent 
and furious to be held by any Ties of 
Religion. 
We 


eee y 
We muſt therefore reject theis Poti- | 
tion at the firſt offering of it, and ne- 
ver give it any Hearing. 

This is Dr. Taylors Advice: Whe en 
any Temptation to Senſuality or Un- 
e cleanneſs'afſaults thee, do not reſiſt 
Zit, by heaping up Arguments againſt 
* it, and diſputing with it, conſidering 
its Offers and its Danger, but fly 
* from it.“ i. e. Think not at all of it, 
lay aſide all Conſideration concerning 
it, and turn away from it by any ſe- 
vere. and laudable Thoughts of Buft- 
neſs. And this is agreeable to what 
St. Auſtin ſays, Contra libidinis impatum 
51 4 fugam, fe vis obtinere vicbori- 

Banith' out of thy. Mind the very 
Phorghti of thy luſtfu! Inclination, if 
thou expedts to come off Conqueror. 
St. Jerom very wittily reproves the 
Gentiles Superſtitzon, who painted the 
Virgin Deities arm'd with a Shield 
and po as if Chaſtity cou'd not be 
defended without War and direct Con- 
tention. 7 

No, this Enemy is to be test 
otherwiſe: If you hear it ſpeak, tho 


bat to dlſpute with it, it ruins you; 
0 3 = 


058 * 
and the very Argumen an go about 
to anſwer, leave a Re _ ur 
Mind. 

A Man may be burnt if he hogs near 
the Fire, tho' but to quench his Houſe; 
and by handling Pitch, tho' but to 
draw it from your Cloaths, you defile 
your Fingers. 

And this is very agreeable to the 
Scripture Expreſſion, reſiſt the Begin- 
nings of Sin; for if we ſuffer it but to 
parley with us, and calmly hear what 
it can ſay for itſelf, tis a great: Odds if 
we be not overcome. 

Let us therefore give no Entertain- 
ment to the firſt Motions and Beginning 
of Sin. Qui blandiendo dulce nutrivit ma- 
lum ſero recuſat ferre, quod ſubijt jugum. 
For if we do but wholly ſuppreſs 
any evil Thoughts or Deſires, they die. 

But if we permit the Furnace to 
breathe out its Smoak and Flame at 
any Vent, it will burn to the Con- 
ſumption of the Whole ; — But this 
Cockatrice is ſooneſt cruſh'd in the 
Shell; if it grows, it turns to à Ser- 
pent, a Dragon, and a Devil. 
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»dly; As we muſt be earch 285 ML 
own Hearts, that no evil Thou 
worſer Inclinations be lodg'd jog 28 
we muſt be diligent, that our carnal 
Appetites, our Paſſions and Affections 
do not over; power our Reaſon, and 
tempt us to commit Sin; ſo we have as 
miſchievous and dangerous out wardEne- 
mies to deal withal. | 

The World is full of ners kid of 
Allurements and Temptations, which, 
to reſiſt and deny ourſelves of, requires 
no ſmall Skill and Relolution, Policy 
and Prudence. ö 

The Honours of this World lead us 
to be Ambitious, infame us with a 
Deſire of Greatneſs and Dominion, of 
Power and Command. A 

And to this Purpoſe all our Deſigns, 
Plots, and Contrivances, are directed. 

This becomes the only End we aim 
at in all our Actions. 

To this we ſacrifice all our Intereſts, 
how confiderable ſoe ver. 

- This we hunt after and purſue, with 
ſuch a reſtleſs Activity and Earneſtneſs, 
as if the Acquiſition and Attainment. 
of it were the ultimate End and Con- 
ſummation of our Happineſs. 
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cruel Means, by the Ruin of all Wann 
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To gain this, we ſpare. neither Pains 
vor Erpenees, nor the Reputation 1 
Lives of .our deareſt Friends ** 
ten our own, but are minded rd 


up to it, if it be not poſſible - le 


US —— | 

The Riches a this Wo rd Have 
no leſs Charms and B33 than 
the Honours of it, and are- as. great 
Adverſaries to the Practice of all the 
Parts,of our Duty, and conſequently 
to our; Happineſs. 

Yb avon be a Labour to [reckon 
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Obl; gations can We him 5 7 5% he 
will real thro' all Laws, Divine and 
Human, all Equity and Juſtice, to ſerve 
his Ends of Gain. 

This is a Temper that will liſten 


neither to Reaſon nor Right, Honeſty 


nor 10 Dealing, | but eſicema, the Do- 
ing of any Thing right and juſt enough, 
if 1t make but for el. and Intereſt, 
for Profit and Advantage. 


Perjury 
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-E — tho' it be a notorious Abuſe 
and Aﬀront upon Ged, a diſſembled 
Uſe of his Name, to counterfeit and 
conceal our Deſigns. 1 

Injuſtice to thoſe we have Dealings 
— tho it be abſolute Fraud and * 
pen Wrong. 

Extortion, tho' it be plain and; appe⸗ 
rent depriving, and violent — 
People of their juſt Right and Prope 
ties, ſeem all juſt and boly en — in 
the Eyes of the-covetous and: . 
minded Man, if he ean but Wen any 
thing by them. 

Profit and Gain is reg Religi gion, and 
he makes Uſe of no Redigits ber any 
other Intent and Purpoſe. 

For Gain he would betray his near- 
eſt and deareſt Friends, and do the 
greateſt Miſchief to thoſe from whom 
he has receiv'd the greateſt Kindneſſes, 
if by doing them a Miſchief he can 2 but 
intereſt himſelf. 

Thirty Pieces of Silver will 1 invite a 
Fudas to (ell the moſt innocent Man, 
his own Maſter, and the Saviour of the 
World; and as {mall a Sum will tempt 
to the like ne ſtill. 


The 
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The covetous Man has the ſame'O- 
inton of his Treaſures that the Iſrae- 
= had of their Golden Calf, Ex. 32. 
4. Theſe be thy Gods, OI ſraely which 
* thee ont of the Leid of Egypt. 
For theſe are his God, theſe he 1doli- 
zes and adores, and forgets to pay any 


- Wotthip to the true God. 


We ſee therefore what are the dan- 
gerous Conſequences of our Luſts and 
Paſſions, of the Temptations and Al- 
lurements of the World, if we give 
but Way to them. 

Senſuality and Lewdneſs, Itreligion 
and open Profaneneſs, Malice, Hatred, 
Rapine, Murder, Extortion, Idolatry, 
and the like, a Number of moſt helliſh 
and dreadful Vices. 

If therefore we have a Mind of Hea- 
ven'and Happineſs, it behoves us, with- 
out any Loſs of Time, to lay aſide all 
Supineneſs and Incogitancy ; to ſhake 
off all Sloth and Drowſineſs, and with 
the greateſt concern and care to for- 
tity and ſecure our Hearts, that none 


of theſe bewitching Pleaſures, none of 
the World's Glory or Wealth, by their 
importunate Invitations, and counter- 
feit Charms, ſteal away our * 
* 


| (203 ) 
from God, and our Care for our SouPs 
Health. e 55:15 7 547" ee 
*Tis no ſmall or mean Care that will 
do this; *tis 2 continual Conflict, and 
ſtriving againſt our carnal Luſts and 
Appeties. foto asg 
Tiis the maintaining of our Hearts 
ſound againſt the Invaſion of any en- 
ticing Pleaſures, or worſer Thoughts, 
againſt the lovely and inviting Charms 
of Riches. :2 eee 
The Love of the World will break 
in upon us, unleſs we be conſtantly 
upon the Watch. Never was any City 
more cloſely beſieged than we are; we 
had Need tlierefore be diligent to keep 
out the Enemy; if we have but any 
narrow Paſſage open, he will enter in 
at it, and ſpoil us; nay, we have ſuch. 
unruly and rebellious Paſſions within 
us, which, if they be not kept under 
ſtrict Diſcipline and Command, will 
certainly ruin us, by betray ing us in- 
to the Hands of our moſt inveterate 
and unmerciful Adverſary the Devil; 
and the Devil himſelf is one of our 
greateſt Enemies; and our own per- 
verſe Inclinations and ungovernable 
Luſts, all the Allurements and Temp- 
. tations 
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tations of the World, are only his In- 
ſtruments, whereby he makes his Ends 
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And this ſhould be a Motive to make 
us in an extraordinary degree vigilant, 
ſober, and watchful; becauſe this Ad- 
verſary is not only potent and ſtrong, 
but is like wiſe ſuhtle and cunning, and 
conftantly lies in Ambuſh for us. 
I am ſure the Apoſt le argues after this 
manner, to encreaſe our Watchfulneſs 
— ee ſober, be vigilant, becauſe your 
Adverſary: the Devil watheth about like a 
roaring Lion, ſeeking whom he may de- 
„ 473 e 
He is never idle or unactive, ſpares 
no Toif or Pains to ruin us; he is offi- 
ciouſly buſy about us, to do us what 
Miſchief he can, and circumvent us, to 
mvite and tempt us from our Duty and 
the Concern of our Souls. The young 
Man he perſuades to enjoy the Delights 
and Pleaſures of this World, to gratify 
his Luſts and Paſſions, to indulge his 
Palatè in all the Delicates and Sweets 
which Nature offers, and Lewdneſs, 
Euxury, and Senſuality prompts to. 
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World and chat if he ler this Tue „ 1 
ſlip, all the Pleaſures which he mayr | 
hy oy now, will become raſteleſs and 


id, dull and flat. 


to him; Rejoyce,O young man, in thy 2 
and ler thy heart cheer ther in dhe 


thy youth, and walk in the way '0 
x tg and the ways of thine 2 
But he never tells him what will be the 
ſad Conſequence of all this . bat ur 
all theſe things God will | byins bim to 
judgment but on the contrary telly 
— that the Sins of Louth are venial 
and pardonable, and God will pardom- 
them, and receive him into Favour at 
any Time. , 

"Ola Age he has ſo faſt in his Net, 
that thev s {mall Hopes of their mak-: 
ing their Eſcape. He has his Artifices: 
and Devices to keep them off from Re- | 

tance and Amendment 

He either tells them *tis now too WW 
and therefore involves them in Deſpairʒ 
or he flatters them with the Hopes of ai 
longer Life ſtill, ſo that they will have; 
Time enough to reform hereafter, and. 
4e 


his is the Doctrine that he itn 
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ſue out a Pardon for their Sins. Or if 
their Time ſhould happen to be ſhort, 
he produces them Millions of Exam- 
ples that have made the like Venture, 
and that they may expect to eſcape in the 
Crowd, and come off as well as the reſt, 
Which (by the bye) will but be a moſt 
fad and diſmal Come- off, — to be 
damn d for Company. e 
If therefore we have a Mind to ſe- 
cure our Happineſs, and to diſappoint 
all the Deſigns of this our great, and 
powerful, and reſtleſs Enemy, in what 
Part or Time of our Ape ſoever we be, 
whether in Youth, in our full Strength 
and Vigour, or in old Age, the Con- 
fines and very Brink of the Grave, it. 
behoves to be watchful, ſober, and vi- 
gilant. bo 
We muſt never ſlacken our Care, for 
the Care we can take will all be little 
enough. | 1 
Thiraly, and laſtly, we ſhould be ex- 
traordinary diligent and watchful, be- 
cauſe of the Uncertainty of the Time 
when our Lord and Saviour will come 
to judge the World. For if we be un- 
prepard at that Day, and unfit for 


Judg- 
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Judgment, we ſhall be loſt and. 
FCC 
God hath undoubtedly. fix'd upon a. 
Time in which he will judge the World, 

as you may read, Ads 17. 31. not to 
mention any more, tho' there are nu- 
merous Texts to this Purpoſe. And a 
great Part of this Chapter, from whence 
I choſe the Words for this preſent Diſ- 
courſe, as it has relation to the Deſtru- 
ction of Feruſalem, ſo in like manner to 
the Day of Judgment, which, becauſe 
it would come ſuddenly and unexpect- 
ed, our Saviour therefore charges us all 
to watch and be prepared againſt it. 

I know,” as Men are apt to put the 
Thoughts of Death, ſo likewiſe they 
are apt to put the Thoughts of Judg- 
ment, far from them ; but ſtill howe- 
ver far off we may think the Day of 
Judgment, yet that does not put it at 
any greater Diſtance from us. 3 

The Fews were as ſubje& to think 
themſelves and their Feruſalem ſafe and 
ſecure, yet we know in how true and 
dreadful a Manner our Saviour's Pre- 
dictions concerning it were fulfill'd. 
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Their City and Temple were totally 
deſtroy d and ruin'd, and the Relicts of 
that miſerable People ſcatter'd and diſ- 
pers'd throughout the whole World. 
And this may be a ſufficient Warn 
ing and Argument for us to believe our- 
Saviour's Words, when he foretells the 
Judgment of the whole World, 
A great many Men queſtionleſs do 
believe that the World ſhall be judg'd 
and call'd to. a ſevere Account; 32 
ſince they do not know the Time when 
it will be ſo, they are inclinable to 
hope it will not happen in their Time; 
and therefore they have a Mind to live 
eafilys and not to torment and diſquiet 
themſelves with the Thoughts and 
Confiderations of it. © +0 
But then all theſe Hopes are ground- 
lefs, unreaſonable, and fooliſh, if we re- 
member, that the Doubtfulneſs of the 
Time wherein it ſhall happen and come 
to paſs, oy give us juſt Grounds and. 
Reaſon to ſuſpect, that it is much near- 
er to us than we are aware, and per- 
haps ready to ſurprize us. . 
When any Misfortune or Evil will 
certainly befall a Man, it would be the 
greateſt Imprudence, and the — 
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of Diſtragion, nat to. a provide arid erm + 
eee #08} 060-177 410 e 
At is in vain to uſe Precaution, and 
Remedies for the Prevention tan 
vi t has aQually befallen us. 
"Tis. IE to preſcribe. Mevicing 
8 cuxa pers. 
"Ao v N 70 a lean! 2 he finds 
pos' d, and tends to a de- 
oo, 1 ſeek ſpeedy Remedy, 
45 fer it till the Phyſician, 
for, can diſcover. nothi ing 
ene and melancholy 
Foo . 48 8 840 ane of an 
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ik they be then ſiek and IT 
when our Saviour, tho' he'be the great | 
Phyſician and Healer of Souls, comes 
and finds them in this ſad and miſers- 
ble Condition, he will not nor can 
ive them any Cure, Remedy, or Re- 
Be but muſt paſs the Sentence of E- 
ternal Death upon them, © | 
And becauſe we know no thing of the | 
| Ti ime when he will come to ju : pe 3 
World, and reward Men accord 
the Condition and State oe hk ſhalt 
at Day ati 


their Souls in, (for of 
Hour knoweth no Man, #0 nbt the” An. 
Zelt in Heaven,” Joh. 3 5. 28. N 
we ſhould make it our chief, na * | 
Buſineſs, to put ourſelves into f 
Circumſtanees; fit dur rede e 3 
CUE Hon Remedy y of Sin, 3 dale Wer the grea 
ic dur outs m 

866d. perfectly Heal us, aud del 0 A 
eur Sons Ro the evil Conlegi 17285 | 
of that dreadful: Day: cart 


For. 
give us no Medicine that can work 
our Good and Health, if we b 
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Endeavours do not difpoſe ourſelt 
for It, 18 N 88 * © 
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